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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
* "SECTION II

Time— 100 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to.answer all four of the following qﬁestions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to -

plan and outline each answer. Spe roximately one-fourth ur time (25 minutes) on ion. Ilustrate your essay

‘with substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered below.

1. Since the 1960’s, the process of selecting presidential candidates has been altered by the changing role of presidential
primaries and national party conventions. DlSCUSS FOUR effects that have resulted from this change in the presxdenual
selection process, -

2. The Supreme Court ruled in Barron v. Baltimore (1833) that the Bill of Rights did not apply to the states. Explain how the
Court has interpreted the Fourteenth Amendment to apply the Bill of Rights to the states. In your answcr, briefly discuss the
Court’s decision in one of the following cases to support-your explanation. -

Gitlow v. New York ( 1925)
Wolf v. Colorado (1949)
Gideon v. Wainwn'ght (1963)

3. In the 1970’s, in order to limit the power of the President and to reassert congressional authority in the policy- makmg
process, Congress passed the following. :

e  The War Powers Act

e  The Budget and Impoundment Control Act

Briefly describe the provisions of each of these two legislative acts. Evaluate the extent t6 which each act has affected the
balance of power between the presidency and Congress in the 1990’s. '

4. Elections in the United States are characterized by low voter turnout. Discuss TWO demographic characteristics associated
with nonvoting and THREE institutional obstacles associated with nonvoting.

END OF EXAMINATION
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LABELS ON ALL AP EXAMINATIONS YOU HAVE TAKEN THIS YEAR.
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Question 1
In the 1990’s presidential election campaigns have become more candidate centered and less focused on
issues and party labels. This change has been attributed both to how the media cover presidential
campaigns and to how candidates use the media. Identify and explain two ways in which the media have
contributed to candidate-centered presidential campaigns. Identify and explain two ways. in which -
presidential candidates’ use of the media has contributed to candidate-c entered campaigns.

Your answer should NOT include a discussion of presidential primary ele_cti_ons',

Question 2

National interest groups often target national-level policymaking institutions to achleve their policy
objectives.

Select one of the following national interest groups. - -
e American Association of Rgtired Persons (AARP)
| ° Americaﬁ Medical Associaﬁon (AMA)
o National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
¢ National Association of Manufacturers- (NAM)
For the group you selected (io each of the following.
a. Identify one major national-level policymaking institution that this group targets.

b. Describe one resource or characteristic of the group you have chosen AND explain how it
influences the choice of the target you have identified in (a).

¢. Describe another resource or characteristic of the group you have chosen AND explain how it
influences the choice-of the-target you-have-identified in-(a). :

Copyright © 1999 College Entrance Examination Board and Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved.
1



1999

Question 3

Is Congress effective in exercising legislative oversight of the federal bureaucracy? Support your answer
by doing ONE of the following.

‘e Explain two specific methods'Congress uses to exercise effective oversight of the federal
burcaucracy,

'OR

o lee two specific explanahons for the failure of Congress to exercise eﬁectlve oversight of the
federal bureaucracy.

Question 4

GROWTH OF MANDATORY SPENDING IN THE FEDERAL BUDGET
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Using the information in the pie charts above, identify two budgetary barriers that hinder the creation of
new policy initiatives. Explain why each of the barriers you identified persists. Using your knowledge of

" United States politics, identify one nonbudgetary barrier AND explain how this barrier hinders the
creation of new policy initiatives.
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. GROWTH OF MANDATORY SPENDING IN THE FEDERAL BUDGET

1963 1973 ‘ 1983 S \
Mandatory Spending "~ Mandatory Spending : Mandatory Spending - _ \

29.6% 45.0% 56.3%

i
45.2%8

Net
Interest
6.9%
Net Interest
7% Net Interest
. o - 11.1%
1993 _ . 2003 (projected)
Mandatory Spending ~Mandatory Spending
72.0%

61.4%

Net
Interest
13.8%
Net Interest 7
14.1%

4. Using the information in the pie charts’ above 1dent1fy two budgetary barriers that hmder the creation of new
policy initiatives. Explain why each of the barriers you identified persists. Using your knowledge of United
States politics, identify one nonbudgetary barrier AND explain how thls bamer hinders: the creation of new
policy initiatives.

END OF EXAMINATION Lo
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1 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SECTION II

Time—100 minutés

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. It is suggested that you take a few
minutes to plan and outline each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each
question. Illustrate your essay with substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your
answers as the question is numbered below.

1. The Constitution was an attempt to address problems of decentralization that were experienced under the
Articles of Confederation.

(a) List three problems of decentralized power that existed under the Articles of Confederatlon For each
problem you listed, ldentlfy one solution that the Constitution provided to address the problem.

(b) Some have argued that the tensions between decentralized and centralized power continue to exist.
Support th1s argument by explaining how one of the following illustrates the contmumg tension.

. Envxronmental policy
 Gun control

» Disability,access

2 . The Supreme Court is commonly thought to be “above politics.” However, one can argue that the appointment
: - of Supreme. Court justices is polmcal :

(a) Identify three; cha:acterlstlcs of Supreme Court nominees and discuss how each characterlstlc has been
politically relevant during the appointment process. '

(b) Identify two methods that have been used by interest groups to influence the appointment process. Explam
how each of these methods has been used to influence that process.

g




3. The figure below displays voting patterns by state in the 1992 and 1996 presidential elections. Using the

information in the figure and your knowledgé of Uiiited States voting behavior, perform the following tasks.

(a) Using the map below, identify one of the numbered regions with strong support for the Democratic
presidential candidate and identify and explain two factors that contribute to that support.

(b) Using the map below, identify orne of the numbered regions with strong support for the Republican
- presidential candidate and identify and explain two factors that contribute to that support.

' PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS BY STATE, 1992 AND 1996

5] In 1992 only
ﬂ]]]]]] In 1996 only
D In neither election

*Note: Region | includes Alaska and Hawaii.

4. The three obstacles listed below have made it difficult for Congresé to enact significant campaign finance
reform.

® Buckley v. Valeo (1976)
¢ Soft money

- Incumbency

Select two of the obstacles. For each obstacle, provide both of the following.
(a) A brnief description of the obstacle

(b) An explanation of how the obstacle has made it difficult for Congress to enact significant campaign
finance reform
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Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the follovf/ing questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. Iilustrate your essay with

substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered

below.

1. The United States Constitution has endured for more than two centuries as the framework of government.
However, the meaning of the Constitution has been changed both by formal and informal methods.

Identify two formal methods for adding amendments to the Constitution.

b. Describe two informal methods that have been used to change the meaning of the Constitution. Provide
one specific example for each informal method you described.

c. Explain why informal methods are used more often than the formal amendment process.

Percentage Reelected

100 -+

\O
o
L

80 1

70

60 -

50 1

RATE OF CONGRESSIONAL INCUMBENT REELECTION

=

House

Senate

B8 N N T Y W SN TN N T N N (NN AN I TN N I N

1948 1952 1956 1960 1964 1_9__68»1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 1996
i Year :

2. The graph above shows reelection rates for incumbents in the House and Senate. From this information and your
knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

Identify two patterns displayed in the graph.

b

b. Identify two factors that contribute to incumbency advantage. Explain how each factor contributes to
incumbency advantage.

c. Discuss one consequence of incumbency advantage for the United States political process.
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3. Many scholars and observers have argued that the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution
has become the single most important act in. all of United States politics.

a. Identify which provision of the Fourteenth Amendment was applied in one of the following Supreme Court
cases. For the case you select, explain the significance of the decision in United States politics.

® Brownv. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954)
® Bakerv. Carr (1962) -
*. Regents of the Um'vérsity of California v. Bakke (1978)

b. Identify which provision of the Fourteenth Amendment was applied in one of the following Supreme Court
cases. For the case you select, explain the significance of the decision in United States politics.

* Mapp v. Ohio (1961)
® Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)
® Miranda v. Arizona (1966)

4. Explain how each of the political factors listed below makes it difficult for the federal government to enact -
public policy. Provide one example for each explanation.

* Divided government
® Weak party discipline

* Growth in the number of interest groups and political action committees (PAC’s)

END OF EXAMINATION
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
" SECTION II

Time—100 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. Illustrate your essay with
substantivé examples where appropriate. Make certam to number each of your answers as the question is numbered
below.’

1. The concept of “divided government” in the United States means that one political party can control the
executive branch while another controls the legislative branch. This poses problems for the President in
making appointments to federal offices.

(a) Describe two problems that divided government poses for the Premdent in makmg federal appomtments

(b) Identify and exp]am two ways Presidents try to overcome the problems descnbcd in (a)

DISTRIBUTION OF GOVERNMENT BENEFITS
FOR CHILDREN AND THE ELDERLY, 1965-1986
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2. Using the information in the figure above and your knowledge of United States politics, complete the following
tasks. : ,

(a) Describe what the figure above demonstrates about the distribution of government benefits over time.

(b) Identify two politically relevant factors that have affected the changing distribution of government benefits
between children and the elderly.

(¢) Explain how each of the two factors identified in (b) has affected the changing distribution of government
benefits.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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3. Political institutions can present both obstacles and opportumtres to racral mmorrty groups in their efforts to
gain political influence.

(a) Identify one feature of one of the followmg and explam how that feature has presented obstacles to racial
minority groups in their efforts to achieve political goals.

¢ Federalism
¢ The United States political party system
¢ The United States electoral system.

-(b) Identlfy one feature of one of the followmg and explam how that feature rmght present opportumtles to
racial minority groups in. their efforts to achieve political goals.

¢ Federalism
¢ The United States political party system
 The United States electoral system

4. In the last half of the twentieth century, voter turnout in federal elections has declined. During the same period,
voter turnout has been hlgher in presrdentral electrons than in mldterm electlons

(a) Identify two factors that have contnbuted to the overall decline in turnout in federal electrons and explam
how each factor has contnbuted to-the overall decline.

(b) Identify and explain two reasons why voter turnout has been hrgher in presrdentral elections than in midterm
elections. = :

END OF EXAMINATION
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SECTION Il BOOKLET. f
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THE BACK COVER.
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ON ALL AP EXAMINATIONS YOU HAVE TAKEN THIS YEAR.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SECTION II '
Time—100 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline

each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use

substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the questton is numbered
below.
1. Presidential aﬁproval ratings fluctuate over the course of each presidential administration.
(a) Identify two factors that decrease presidential approval ratings, and explain why each factor has that effect.
(b) Identify two factors that increase presidential approval ratings, and explain why each factor has that effect.

2. Citizens often choose to participate in the political prbcess in ways other than voting.
(a) Identify two forms of participation in the political process other than voting.
(b) Explain two advantages of each form of participation you identified in (a).
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3. Using the data in the graph above and your knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

(a) Identify two trends shown in the graph.
(b) Explain how each of the following contributes to the difference between the federal and the state and local
lines in the graph.
e Block grants
e Federal mandates
Copyright © 2003 by College Entrance Examination Board. All rights reserved.

Available to AP professionals at apcentral.collegeboard.com and to
students and parents at www.collegeboard.com/apstudents.
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2003 AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
FREE—RESPONSE QUESTIONS

4. Both party.leadership and committees.in Congress play key roles in the legislative process.

(a) Define two of the following elements of the congressional committee system and explain how each
' influences the leglslatwe process

. Specnahzatlon
° Reclprocltyllogrolhng
° Pa:ty representation on committees

(b) Identify two ways party leadershlp in Congress can mﬂuence the leglslatlve process and. explam how each
way influences the process. y

END OF EXAMINATION

Copyright © 2003 by Coliege Entrance Examination Board. All rights reserved.
Available to AP professionals at apcentral.collegeboard.com and to
students and parents at www.collegeboard.com/apstudents.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SECTION II

Time—100 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the foHOng questions. Unless the dJrectlons indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use
substantive examples where appropnate Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered
below.

1. Presidents are generally thought to have advantages over Congress in conductlng foreign policy because of the
formal and informal powers of the presrdency

ar
(a) Identify two formal constltutlonal powers of the President in making forergn policy. v
(b) Identify two formal constltutlonal powers of Congress in makmg foreign policy. GWWW/ ‘W‘m’hu

(c) Identxfy two informal powers of the President that contribute to the President’s advantage over Congress
in conducting foreign policy. - g}, (- :

(d) Explain how each of the informal powers identified in (c) contributes to the President’s advantage over
Congress in conductlng foreign policy.

2. Different interest groups will choose drfferent techmques to achieve their objectives based on their resources,
characteristics, and goals. :

(a) Describe each of the followmg techmques and explam why an interest group would choose each technique. '
e Litigation '
e Campaign contributions
* Grassroots lobbying/ mass mobilization

(b) Select one of the following groups and identify the primary technique it uses from the list in part (a).
Explain why the group you selected would employ that technique over the other two techniques.

e American Medical Association (AMA)

e Sierra Club~ T o

+ National Rifle Association (NRA)

¢ National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

e

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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3. Minor parties (third parties) have been a common feature of United States politics.

(a) Describe the point of view expressed about minor parties in the political cartoon above. i

(b) Identify and explam how two rules of the Unlted Stadtes electoral system act as obstacles to minor-party
candidates winning elections.

(c) Minor parties make important contrlbutlons to the United States political- ‘system in sp1te of the 1nst1tut10na1
obstacles to their candidates’ success. Describe two of these contributions.

4. Trust and confidence in government have declined in recent decades.

(a) Explain how divided government has contributed to the decline in trust and confidence in
government. Be sure to include a definition of divided government in your response.

(b) Explain how the increased cost of election campaigns has coﬁtributed to the decline in trust
and confidence in government.

(c) Explain two specific consequences of the decline in trust and confldence in government for
individual political behavior. :

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SECTION I '

Time—100 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use
substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered
below. '

1. The judicial branch is designed to be more independent of public opinion than are the legislature or the
executive. Yet, the United States Supreme Court rarely deviates too far for too long from prevalent public-
opmmn

(a) Describe two ways in which the United States Supreme Court is insulated from pubhc opinion.

b) Explam how two factors work to keep the United States Supreme Court from dev1at1ng too far from
public oplmon

2. The power of the federal government relative to the power of the states has 1ncreased since the ratlﬁcatlon of
-the Constitution.

(a) Describe'two of the following provisions of the Constitution and explain hoW each has been used over time
to expand federal power.

e The power to tax and spend: , ,
o The “necessary and proper” or “elastic” clause
¢ The commerce clause

(b) Explain how one of the following has increased the power of the federal government relative to the power of
state governments.

e Americans with Disabilities Act
¢ Civil Rights Act of 1964
e Clean Air Act

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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3. Initially, the United States Constitution did little to protect citizens from actions of the states. In the twentieth
century, the Supreme Court interpreted the Constitution to protect the rights of citizens from state governments |
in a process referred to as incorporation. o

(a) Define selective incorporétion.

(b) For two of the following, explain how each has been incorporated. Each of your explanations must be based
on a specific and relevant Supreme Court decision.

o Rights of criminal defendants
e First Amendment ‘
e Privacy rights

4. The United States Congress has debated a variety of campalgn ﬁnance reforms over the last decade.
The proposals debated have included the followmg

Eliminating soft money
Limiting independent expenditures
Raising limits on individual contributions

(a) Select one of the listed proposals and do all of the following:

¢ Define the proposal.
* Describe an argument that proponents make in favor of the proposal.
e Describe an argument that opponents make against the proposal.’

-(b) Select a different listed -proposal and do all of the following: . -

¢ Define the proposal. ,
¢ Describe an argument that proponents make in favor of the proposal.
* Describe an argument that opponents make against the proposal.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SECTION II

Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following queshons Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question, In your response, use

substantive examples where appropnate Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered
below.

1. While interest groups and political parties each play a significant role in the United States political system, they
differ in their fundamental goals.

(a) Identify the fundamental goal of interest groups in the pohtlcal process.
'(b) Identify the fundamental goal of major political parties in the political process.

(c) Describe two different ways by wh1ch interest groups support the fundamental goal of political parties
in the political process.

(d) For one of the:forms of support you described in (c), explain two different ways in which that form
of support helps interest groups to achieve their fundamental goal in the political process.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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2. In recent decades, entitlement programs have constituted a substantial portion of the United States federal
budget. Social Security is the largest entitlement program in the United States. From the information in the
chart above and your knowledge of United States government and politics, perform the following tasks.

(a) Define entitlement program. .

(b) What is the primary source of revenue for the Social Security program? ‘

(c) Identify one threat to the future of the Social Security program should the trends depicted
in the chart above continue.

(d) Describe one demographic trend that threatens the future of the Social Security program AND
explain how it is responsible for the threat that you identified in (c).

(e) Explain how any one of the trends in the chart above would change if the age of eligibility for
Social Security were raised.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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3. The United States Congress and the President together have the power to enact federal law. Federal bureaucratic

agencies have the responsibility to execute federal law. However, in the carrying out of these laws, federal
agencies have policy-making discretion.

(a) Explain two reasons why Congress gives federal agencies policy-making discretion in executing
federal laws. :

(b) Choose one of the bureaucratic agenc1es listed below. Identlfy the policy area over which it exercises
policy-making dlscretlon AND give one specific example of how it exercises that discretion.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
Federal Reserve Board

(c) Describe two ways in which Congress ensures that federal agencies follow legislative intent.

. The framers of the United States Constitution created a leglslatlve system that is bicameral. Howeyver, it is not
just bicameral; the framers also established two houses of distinctly different character and authority.

(a) Discuss two reasons why the framers created a b1cameral legislature.

(b) Identify one power unique to the House of Representatives.and explain why the framers gave the House
that power.

(c) Identlfy one power unique to the Senate and explain why the framers gave the Senate that power.

END OF EXAM
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
A SECTION I

Time—1 hour andb 40 minutes ‘ . | ‘ =

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate’ >
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline

each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use

substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered »
below. - S

1. A significant feature of the electoral college is that most stateé have a winner—take—aﬂ system.
(a) Describe the winner-take-all feature of the electoral college. '

(b) Explain one way in which the winner-take-all feature of the electoral college affects how presidential
candidates from the two major political parties run their campaigns.

(¢) Explain one way in which the winner-take-all feature of the electoral Cbllege hinders third—paﬂy cahdidates.

(d) Explain two reasons why the electoral collegclhz_‘l_s not been aboiiShcd.

\'\\"
2. The First Amendment includes two clauses relating to-the freedom of religion. . -

(a) Select one of the following cases and identify the First Amendment clause upon which the United States
- Supreme Court based its decision.

e Engel v. Vitale (school prayer)
® Lemon v. Kurtzman (state funding for private religious schools)
(b) Describe the Supreme Court’s decision in the case that you selected in (a).

(c) Select one of the following cases and identify the First Amendment clause upon which the Supreme Court
based its decision.

® Reynolds v. United States (polygamy)
® Oregon v. Smith (drug_ use in religious ceremonies)
(d) Describe the Supreme Court’s decision in the case that you selected in (c).

(e) Many of these decisions have caused controversy in the United States. Describe.two ways in which other
political institutions might limit the impact of Supreme Court decisions. .

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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3. Conflicts between Congress and the President over war powers have their origin in the United States

Constitution. In 1973 Congress passed the War Powers Resolution in an attempt to clarify the balance of
powers between the two branches of government.

(a) Describe the primary constitutional conflict between Congress and the President over the decision to go
to war.

(b) Describe two provisions of the War Powers Resolution that were designed to limit the President’s power
over war making.

() The War Powers Resolution has received mixed reviews, but Congress has other powers over war making.
Other than the constitutional power that you described in (a), identify and explain two other formal powers
Congress has over war making.

4. The framers of the United States Constitution created a federal system.

(a) Define federalism.

(b) Select two of the following and explain how each has been used to increase the power of the federal
government relative to the states.

e Categorical grants
J Federal mandates
. Selectlve mcorporatlon

(c) Select two of the following and explam how each has been used to increase the power of the states relatlve
to the federal government.

e Welfare Reform Act of 1996
e Block grants
¢ Tenth Amendment

STOP

- END OF EXAM
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'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
| SECTION I

Time—1 hour and 40 minutes : . S ‘ N

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each uestion. In your response, use ‘

substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered
below. ' : : R o

1. Congressional reapportionment and redistricting are conducted every ten years. When redistricting is conducted,
politicians often engage in gerrymandering.
(a) Define congressional reapportionment and explain one reason why it is important to states.
(b) Define congressional redistricting. | | | u
(c) Explain two goals of politicians when they gerrymander during redistricting.

(d) Describe two limits that the United States Stpreme Court has placed on congressional redistricting.

2. A number of factors enable presidents to exert influence over Congress in the area of domestic policy. However,
presidents are also limited in their influence over domestic policymaking in Congress.

(a) The Constitution grants the presidént certain enumerated powers. Describe two of these formal powers
that enable the president to exert influence over domestic policy.

(b) Choose two of the following. Define each term and explain how each limits the .pfeside'rit’svallbility |
to influence domestic policymaking in Congress.

¢ mandatory spending
® party polarization

-e Jame-duck period

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.




. Fiscal policy and monetary policy are two tools used by the federal government to influence the United States

200%

economy. The executive and legislative branches share the responsibility of setting fiscal policy. The Federal
Reserve Board has the primary role of setting monetary policy.

(a) Define fiscal policy.

(b) Describe one significant way the executive branch influences fiscal policy.
(c) Describe one significant way the Iegislative branch influences fiscal policy.
(d) Define monetary policy. ’

(e) Explam two reasons why the Federal Reserve Board is given independence in estabhshmg monetary pohcy. 7

. “The right of citizens of the Unlted States to-vote. shall not be demed or abridged by the United States or by any

. (c) Choose one of the forms of parﬂcnpatxon you described in (b) and explain why it was.effective i in changmg

State on.account of race, color, or previous condition of serv1tude
Fi zfteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, 1870

Desplte the ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment voter furnout among Afncan Amencan cmzens was'’ very
low throughout the first half of the twentieth century. Over the past 50 years, civil rights. pohcles have changed
substantially, along with a significant increase in African American voter turnout. - ,

(a)- Explain how two measures takenby some states. pnor to the 1960s affected veter turnout among African
Amerlcan hens. :

(b) Facing dlscnmmauon at the voting booth, many African Amerlcan cntlzens turned to altematlve forms of
political participation. Descnbe two alternative forms of part1c1patnon that helped brmg about changes in
civil nghts pohc1es :

civil rights’ pohc1es :

STOP

END OF EXAM
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

-SECTION O

Tlme—l hour and 40 mlnutes

Directions:- You have- 100 miriutes to answer all four of the followmg questlons Unless the: dlrectlons indicate

each answer. Spend ap rox1matel on

1 InT he Federalzst paper number 10, J ames Madlson expressed concer over the poss1b111ty that both majonty

' and minority factions would-havetoo-much pewer over government, and he presented ‘ways.of minimizing

that danger The- Umted States’ Constitution establisheéd a democratic government but also. contained severa
provisions that limited majority ‘Tule., Throughout thie next two centuriés, the role of majority- rule in'the

Uhited States govemment and pohqu continued to change

- otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
e-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each uestion: In your response use

- substantlve ‘examples where- appropnate Make. certam to number each of your. answers as the questlon is numbered '
g below ' ' . . _ ;

(a) Identlfy the part ‘of the natlonal government that was ongmally most closely ned to CltlZCIlS and explam how
1t was tled to cmzens ' .

(b) Explain two ways the Umted States Consututlon lnmted majonty rule .

"~ (c) Choose two of the followmg twentleth—century developments and explain how each moved the Umted States

from a less democratic system t0 2. mMor

anary electlons

The Seventeenth Amendment

Expansion of suffrage

emocratlc system..

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.




2. In the United States pol_iﬁcal system, there.are s_t_ayeﬁil linkage institutions that can connect ciﬁ_zens to
government. Elections constitute one such-institution: Because of low voter turnout, elections represent an -

imperfect method of linkirig citizens to'their government. Even when there is low voter turnout, however, other . -
linkage institutions can connect citizens to government. . S
(a) Describe how each of the following is related to the likelihood of voting.
. Age - - o
. E&ucétion_ | R o
(b) 'Idéntify_one éuﬁen’t gbv._ernmeht electoral iéquireﬁlent that decreases voter-tamout. Ekpla,in_ how it decreases -
voter turnout: ) S v : :

i (¢) Identify one linkage institution other than elections and explain two ways-it connects citizens to government. . .

3. In the United States Congress, the majority party exerts a substantial influence over lawmaking. However, gveil”
when one party has a numerical majority in each chamber of the United: States Congress, there is no guarantee
that legislation supported by that majority party will be'passed:by both chiambers. Rules of each chamber
independently influence. the likelihood that legislation will pass in that chamber; legislation passed by.one -
chamber is not always passed by the other. T e e | S |
(a) ‘Describe two advantages the majority. party in the United States House 6f Representatives has in lawmaking, '

above and beyond the 1 iGt e that that majority party enjoys in floor voting. ~- ' '

" (b) Describe two differences between Hoﬁéé.and Senate rulés that may make it likely t‘hlatblggislkation: may péss
in one chamber but.not in the other. ~ . T e

(c) Explainhow the differences identified in (b) can lead to the piSSage of a bill in.one chamber but not.in the-

~ other. " - o
N __/j
GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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Viewers’ Ages and Frequency of V1ew1ng of Network nghtly
News: 1974 and 2002 Combined
1974' Ereq-uen,tlyr (%) Rarely (%)
18-29 ' - 13
3044 12
45-64 8
65 and older A ‘ : | 5
2002 - " Frequently (%) - - Rarely (%) -
18-29 - T 22
30-44- 17
4564 - 11 = D _
',,65‘and61dér: 8 L

Source Mariin Wanenberg 2004 ""he Changmg Premdentxal Medl

n vnonment. Pres:dentzal

Studies Quarterly 34(3):557-572. Originally taken from the 1974 Natlonai ElectJon Study-and the

-2002 Pew Center Medxa Study )

4 One of the. miost 1mportant ways the news medxa mﬂuence pohtlcs is through agenda setting.

(a) Deﬁne pollcy agenda

(b) Explam how the national news medla engage in agenda settmg

(c) Explain the primary reason the president tends to have an advantage over Congress m galmng medla

) ' 7 ) attention.
(d) Consider the table above. .

- » Describe the difference in ‘the v1ewmg patterns. of older and younger age-groups. -

¢ Describe the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing habits that exists for all age categones

(e) Given the information in the table, describe.one 1mphcat10n for presidents in their use of the media to -

promote their political and policy objectlves to the American public.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
~ _ SECTIONN

Time-_—-l hour and 40 _rmnu_tes B

‘ Dlrectlons You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the followmg questrons Unless the directions mdlcate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you ' take-a few minutes to plan and outline
“each answer. Spend a roximately one-fourth of your tirne (25 minutes).on each question. In your. response use
* substantive examples where appropnate Make certain to number each of your answers as the questron is numbered

C below

1 Ind1vrdua1s often form groups in order to promote thelr mterests The Consututlon contams severaI prov131ons
- 'that protect the’ nghts of mdrvrduals who try to prornote thelr interests m a representahve democracy '

E - (a) Explam two provrsrons in the Bﬂl of nghts that protect mdrvrduals who 1:ry to mﬂuence pohucs

o (b) “Interest groups engage ina vanety of activities to affect pubhc pohc'
) used by mterest groups to exert mﬂuence over pohcy ST

Grassroots moblhzatlon

- ‘.. Lobbymg of government mstrtutrons
L1t1gat10n R '

PO (c) Descnbe one specific federal governmental regulatron of mterest groups e

v -

( 2 The federal bureaucracy as part of the executrve branch exercrses substantlal mdependence in 1mplement1ng .
L govemmental policies.: and programs. Most workers 1n the federal bureaucracy are: crvﬂ-servwe employees who
- .are. orgamzed under a rnent syster. » : . - : L

" .."(a) Descnbe ene key characterlstlc of the merlt system

o "(b) For each of- fhe fOllOng, descnbe one: factor that contnbutes to bureaucratrc mde eriderice,
The structure of the federal bureaucracy ' Ny T

- :' . The complex1ty of pubhc pohcy problems

_‘ - ’E(c) For each of the followmg, explam one Constltutronal provrsron th 3 can use to chieck the bi eaucracy RO
i - Congress ' . | . e
.".';,::'7 The courts

i . o Interest groups

b GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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SOUTHERN STATE PARTISANSHIP IN UNITED STATES

-HOUSE AND PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

100
801

60

104-==

Percent Democratic

Texas, and Virginia).

Year

1940 . 1960 1980 2000 2020.- -

3. Over the last several decades, the composition of the Democratic and Repubhcan partles “has. changed n.

' Percent of southern state-

electoral votes for
Democratic pres1dent1al
candldate

. Percent of southem' state

“seats in United States
‘House held by Democrats

- 'Source Web site of the. clerk of the House of Repxesentauves (http./lclerk.house gov/art ] lnstory/house lustory/index.html) -
.. . and the National Archives (http.llwww archives. gov/federal—regmterle]ectoral-collegdhtstoncal.hnnl) States counted in this graphxc are: the eleven :
- southern states of the former Confederacy (Alabama, Arkansas Flonda, Gcorgm, Lomslana, MlSSISSlppl North Carohna, South Carolma, Tennessee,

important ways. A major part:lsan shift has occurred in the South, but-other demographic. changes ] have also -
been identified. Changes in-party- composmon are reﬂectcd at deferent rates in’ pres1dent1a1 electlons than

in congressmnal elections. - .

(a) Identify one Spec1ﬁc trend ev1dent in the figure above

pre51dency

©

Incumbency advantage

Gerrymandenng

. (b) Choosé two of the followmg and use each to explam why southem voters from 1948 to. 2000 veere; electmg
‘Democratic candldates to Congress more frequently than choosmg Democratlc candldates for: the e

ey

lefercnces between state and natlonal partles o

Several other changes in party composmon have’ cmerged in the past few decades Select three of the

N followmg groups and for each explam how partles have changed in composmon w1th respect to that
- group: Lo

Cathohcs

Labor union members ’

) Women

~Social conservatives -

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.



4: The framers of the Constltutlon created a poht1cal system T based on limited government. The original_.
Constitution and the Bill of Rights were intended to restrict the powers of the national government
Later constitutional developments also limited the powers of state govemments '

(a) Explam how each of the following limits the powers of the national executive.
o Federalism
e Checks and balances

(b) Explain how each of the following two prov1s1ons in the B111 of Rights limits the. powers of the national

govemment
e Establishment- clause

¢ Guarantee of a pubhc tiial ‘ :
(c) Choose one of the followmg and explam how it hmts the power of state govemments . ) \, -

. szensh1p clause of the Fourteenth Amendment

. Selectlve mcorporaﬁon

STOP -

END OF :ExAM ﬂ
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'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SECTION I

Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan.and outline

each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each guestlo In your response, use
substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the questlon 1s numbered
below.

1. The United States Supreme Court receives many appeals, but it hears and rules on a small percentage of cases
each year. Numerous factors 1nﬂuence the actions of the Court both in deciding to hear a case and in the .
de0131ons it hands down. o e :

a. Define judicial review. o , L
b. Explain how judicial review empowers the Supreme Court within the system of checks and balances

c. Descrlbe the process through which the Court grants a writ of certiorari.

~

Explain how each of the following influences demsmns made by individual justices when deciding cases
heard by the Court. ' :

‘e Stare decisis

e Judicial activism

© 2. Public oplmon polls are a way to link the pubhc w1th elected officials. Members of Congress often use polls to
understand the views of their constituents, but they must also pay attention to other political considerations.

Identify two charactenstlcs of a valid, scientific, pubhc opinion poll..

b.. Explain why each of the following enhances the influence of public opinion on the Votmg dec1s1ons of
members of Congress.

° Strong pubhc op1n10n as expressed in polhng results

e Competitive re—electlons

c. Explain why each of the followmg hrmts the mﬂuence of pubhc oplmon on the voting dec131ons of members
of Congress. : :

e Legislators’ voting records

e Party leadership

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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3. Nominees for the presidency of the two major parties are chosen by delegates at national conventions. How these
delegates are chosen varies across states and between the political parties.

a. Define each of the following methods used by states to choose delegates to party conventions.
¢ Open primary
e Caucus

b. Republican Party rules permit winner-take-all primaries. Describe one consequence of this rule for the
Republican nomination process. ' : ‘

c. The Democratic Party has used Superdelegates in the presidential nominating process since 1984. Explain
why the use of superdelegates increases the influence of party leaders in the Democratic nomination process.

d. Explain why a candidate’s strategy to win the nomination is often different from the strategy developed to
win the general election. ' )




201\

4. The Constitution of the United States creates a government of separate institutions that share power rather than a -
government that delegates power exclusively to a single branch. Frequently, this means that preS1dents and
Congress struggle with each other. -

a.

“For each of the presidential powers below, explam one way that congresswnal decmon makmg is affecteu

by that power.

e Veto power

- ® Power to issue executive orders

¢ Power as commander in chief

For each of the congressmnal powers below, explam one way ‘that prcmdenhal decision making is affected

- by that power.

e Legislative ove_rsight power
e Senate advice and consent power

e Budgetary power

STOP -

_ END. OF EXAM
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Question 1 is reprinted for your convenience.

1.

Members of Congress are charged with three primary duties— writing laws, overseeing the implementation of
laws, and serving the needs of their constituents.

(a) Describe the role of each of the following in lawmaking.

e Senate filibuster
o House Rules Committee
¢ Conference committee

(b) Describe one method by which Congress exercises oversight of the federal bureaucracy.

(c) Explain how casework affects members’ attention to legislation.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of

any part of this page is illegal.
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MINORITY REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS*

16
14.8%
14
12.8%
12
10.6%
104 9.7%
= \
S 8 -—\
& 6% 1649
6 ——\ e
2 —§
2010
African American % of population
%4 Hispanic % of population
B African American % of House membership
Hispanic % of House membership

*Figure does not include all minority groups in Congress.

2. (a) Using the chart above, compare minority representation in 1960 and 2010.

‘ (b) Explain how each of the following assisted in the removal of barriers to minority voting.

e Voting Rights Act of 1965 !
¢ Twenty-fourth Amendment

(c) Identify one barrier that currently impedes minority representation in Congress. Explain why the barrier
you identified inhibits minority representation in Congress.

[Unauthorized copying or reuse of

any part of this page is illegal, : GQ QN TQ THE NEXT PAGE




3. The judicial branch is often assumed to be insulated from politics. However, politics affects many aspects of the
judiciary.

(a) Describe two political factors that affect presidents’ decisions to appoint members of the federal judiciary.

(b) Identify two political factors that affect the confirmation process of a president’s nominees and explain how
each factor complicates a confirmation.

(c) Explain how one legislative power serves as a check on court decisions.

(d) Explain how one executive power serves as a check on court decisions.

I

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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4. Interest groups seek to influence political processes in ways that benefit their members. In doing so, however,
they may not act in the overall public interest.

(a) Describe two techniques interest groups use to influence elections.

(b) Explain how interest groups use each of the following to influence government decision making.
e Issue networks (also known as iron triangles)

e Amicus curiae briefs

(c) Explain how each of the following serves to limit interest group influence.
e The media

e Pluralism

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.-

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
-16-
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
' SECTION II

Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline

each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each guestion. In your response, use -
substantive examples where appropriate.

1. The United States Suprcme Court has the. authority to choose which cases it hears, but its authority is lumted in a
number of ways.
‘(a) Describe one factor that increases the likelihood for the Supreme Court to accept an appeal.
(b) Describe ohé factor that limits the Supreme Court’s authority to hear cases. 2%~
(c) Explain how the executive branch can check the authority of the CQurt._ ‘
(d) Explain how the legislative branch can check the authority of the Court.
(e) Explain how the Court checks the authority of the other branches.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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The graph above reflects changes in party identification over time. These changes have had substantial effects on
electoral processes. - ' '

(a) Identify the dominant trend in the graph for independents. o
(b) Explain two reasons Why political parties have declined in importance.

(c)- Explain two reasons why political parties are still an important part of the electoral process.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.







3. The United States Constitution established a bicameral legislature with two distinct chambers.

(a) Identify one difference between the House and Senate that contributes to legislation passing in only one
chamber, despite unified party control. Explain how this difference accounts for leglslatlon passing in only
one chamber, even when the same party controls both chambers.

(b) Identify a second différence between the House and Senate that contrlbutes to legislation passing in only one
chamber, despite unified party control. Explain how this difference accounts for leglslatlon passing in only
‘one chamber, even when the same party controls both chambers.

(c) Identify a third difference between the House and Senate that contributes to legislation passmg in only one
chamber, despite unified party control. Explam how this difference accounts for legislation passing in only
one chamber, even when the same party controls both chambers.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of

any part of this page is illegal. . GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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4. In recent years public discussion has focused on the existence of federal budgef deficits. Several key factors have
led to increased budget deficits, and a number of proposals have been offered to address the problem.

(a) Define budget deficit.
(b) Identify one example of an entitlement program.

(c) Define entitlements and explain why the program identified in (b) makes it difficult to control federal
spending. '

(d) Describe one proposal other than reducing spending that would reduce the federal budget deficit.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of

any part of this page is illegal. » ‘ . GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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2014 AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SECTION II

Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use
substantive examples where appropriate.

1. The United States Constitution’s ratitication resulted from a political process that required compromise between
the Federalists and Anti-Federalists. Many of the debates in government today continue to reflect the concerns of
each perspective.

(a) Compare the positions of Federalists and Anti-Federalists regarding (he power of the national government.

(b) Describe two features of the original Constitution that have led to a growth in the power of the national
government.

(c) Explain how each of the following additions to the Constitution addressed Anti-Federalist concerns.
¢  First Amendment
¢ Tenth Amendment

(d) Explain how one of the following clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment has altered the balance of power
between the state and national governments.

¢ Duc process clause

e Equal protection clause

© 2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.
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2014 AP° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

2. Voter turnout is influenced by constitutional provisions, voting laws, and demographics.

(a) Identify the effect of one of the following amendments on the electorate.
¢ Filteenth Amendment
¢ Ninetecnth Amendment
e Twenty-sixth Amendment
(b) Explain how cach of the following factors may affect voter turnout.
e Motor voter laws
e Photo identification laws

(c) Select one of the following demographic features and describe its relationship to the likelihood of a person
voling in an election.

¢ Hducation
o Age

(d) Explain why voter turnoul is different in each of the tollowing.
e Presidential versus midterm elections

¢ Primary versus general elections

. Congress and the president both have a role in making foreign policy. Despite recent expansions in presidential
power, there are still limits on presidential decision making in foreign policy.

(a) Describe two enumerated powers Congress has in making foreign policy.

(b) Describe two expressed powers the president has in making foreign policy.

(c) Explain how executive agreements expand the president’s ability to implement foreign policy.

(d) Explain how one of the following can limit the president’s ability to implement foreign policy.
¢ Elections

¢ Presidential approval ratings

© 2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.
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PARTY POLARIZATION, 1879-2007
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4. (a) Define party polarization.
(b) Identify a trend shown in the graph above.
(¢) Describe two causes of party polarization in Congress.

(d) Describe one effect of party polarization on congressional policy making.

STOP

END OF EXAM
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2015 AP®° UNITED STATES GOVERNNMENT AND POLITICS
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SECTION I1I

Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use
substantive examples where appropriate.

1. American politics has often been called an “invitation to struggle.” Although in recent years the president has
been thought to have an advantage in policy making, there are still constraints on the power of the president.

(a) Describe a power of the president in each of the following roles.
* Chief legislator » w

« Chief bureaucrat or chief administrator

(b) Explain how each of the following limits the president’s influence in policy making.
 Civil service employees

* The Supreme Court

(c) Describe the influence of divided government on the policy-making process.

2. The framers of the Constitution devised a federal system of government that affected the relationship between
the national and state governments.

(a) Compare state sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation and under the Constitution. }
) |

(b) Explain how each of the following has been used to expand the power of the federal government over
the states.

+ Commerce clause.
* Mandates

(¢) Explain how each of the following has played a role in the devolution of power from the national
government to the states.

* Block grants

+ Supreme Court decisions

© 2015 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.
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3. The framers created the electoral college to elect the president of the United States. This system influences the

2015 AP° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

MAP dieUS,

(Ao vieveed by the pressdenhal candlda(:/as)

CARLSON © 2012 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. Reprinted
with permission of UNIVERSAL UCLICK. All rights reserved.

campaign strategies of presidential candidates.

(a) Describe one reason that the framers chose to use the electoral college as the method to elect the
president.

(b) Describe the message the cartoon above conveys about presidential elections.
(c) Explain why California, Texas, and New York do not appear prominently in the cartoon above.

(d) Describe two campaigri tactics presidential candidates use to win the key states identified in the
cartoon above. '
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4. The Fourteenth Amendment protects civil rights and civil liberties.
(a) Describe the difference between civil ri.ght'sr and civil liberties.
(b) Identify the primary clause of the Fourteenth Amendment that is used to extend civil rights.
(c) Describe a specific legislative action that extended civil rights to each of the following.
* Women
* Persons with disabilities
(d) Identify the primary clause of the Fourteenth Amendment that is used to extend civil liberties.

(e) Explain how civil liberties were incorporated by the Supreme Court in two of the following cases.

» Gideon v. Wainwright
» Mapp v. Ohio

* Miranda v. Arizona

STOP

END OF EXAM

© 2015 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

-4-







