AP American Government: Unit V
Political Parties and Elections

. (Chapters 9 & 10)
TRUMP
PENCE
MAKE AMERI(:!G‘REAT AGAIN! “And _I‘f‘I,m Elected. .. »”

Clinton
Kaine

Monday 11/07 Finish Polling activity and predict 2016 Election.
Tuesday 11/08 No School: Waiver Day and Youth at Booth Day!
Wednesday 11/09 Discuss Election

Platforms by Ludlum in Packet/ Review A and G Test.
Participation grade 20 points.

Thursday- 11/10 American Legion: Americanism and Government Test
Friday 11/11 Quiz over Ch.9 pp. 190-201(to Section 9-4) (Notes)
Video: Kennedy/Nixon Debate 1960/ Nixon Ads
Monday 11/14 Critical Short: “The Selling of the President 1968” (Excerpt)
In Class. %2 Page. Is Television a con game? Explain.
By Joe McGinnis (in packet) /Game Changer.
Election video: Primary Célors

Tuesday 11/15 Quiz Ch9 pp. 201-211 (9-4-9-5) (Open Book)
: Election video: Primary Colors.




Wednesday 11/16  Quiz. Chapter 10 pg. 214-227 (10-1-10-3) Open Book. Discuss
V.0 Key Article.

Thursday 11/17 Summary due on “A Theory of Critical Elections” by V.O.
Keys, Jr. in Woll p. 203. Note: Concentrate on the overall
idea of what a critical election is and don’t get bogged down
in detail. Read the introduction, skim section 1. Read
sections IT and III. Define critical election, deviating election,
maintaining election, and reinstating election.

Friday 11/18 Quiz Ch. 10. Pg. 227-241 (10-4-10-7) (Open Note)
Election video: Primary Colors

Monday 11/21

Election video: Primary Colors/ Discuss Essay Question for
Next Unit Test.

Tuesday 11/22 Dr. Peet’s Annual JFK Assassination presentation! An annual
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5 Chapter 7

@ Elections can-cause a reahgnment of coahtlons that form -
_political partles

For a full discussion of ele_t:tions and campaigns, see American
Government, 9™ ed., Chapter 8 / 10™ ed., Chapter 10, . .

CAMPAIGNS

:Several strlkmg dlfferences ex1st between congresswnal and'
presidential elections. Presidential races are - generally more -

competitive than congresswnal races, with the narrower margin of
victory. While a “president is lirnited to two terms of office,
congressmen often serve for decades and hold a greater incumbency

advantage. While congressmen can take credit in their home states or -

" districts for grants, projects, and programs, constantly rermndmg
. constituents of these achievements via mail or visits horme, presidents

have significant national power but little local power. They must rely -

more and: more -on the media for communication. While a
congressional candidate can' detach his or. her - record " .from

Washington and even campaign against the “insiders,” pre81dents are’
held accountable for all that flows from the nation’s capitol. With the -

reduced role .of political parties in Amencan polmcs, congressmnal

candidates have stopped hanging on, to pre31dent1a1 coattalls and N

increasingly run campaigns independent of the.president.

. Running for president is a commitment of. several years, of d1zzymg_v o
effort and energy, and of a staggering amount’ of money. When the i

media notices an individual and refers to him as. havmg pre81dent1al

. “caliber,” a candidacy has begun.’ Congressmen and senators running. -

for president can stress their sponsorshlp of significant legislation.

Governors, particularly . from. large . and powerful states, often

command attention quite naturally. Candidates set aside years- to run
for the presidency. Ronald Reagan, for instance, spent six years

running a campaign. Huge sums of money must be raised. A 'large, v
paid staff must be established as well as hundreds of volunteers and
advisors. Finally, a campaign strategy and. campalgn themes ‘must be ‘
envisioned and coordinated, with mcumbents defendlng thelr records_

and challengers attacking incumbents.

- Running for Congress is a different sort of ammal mdeed With no '

term lirnits in Congress, incumbents have an ext};a‘ordmary advantage
Each state has two senators,- who. serve fé‘r s % )
_representatives (the number is determined by P pulatlon) -who serve
for two years. House races can be affected by*

problems:"

| Malapportlonment Districts have at times been created with

very different. populatlons, giving votes in less' populated
districts-more clout.

# Gerrymandering -District boundarles have been drawn to

- faver one party rather than another, which can lead to very

odd-shaped districts. In addmon, gerrymandering can be used

"'.

$ mct boundarles, and .
these boundaries have tradltlonally been : haracterlzed by two .
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to make minorities the majority of a district, an issue that has
received contradictory rulings from the Supreme Court.

National and state governments continue to wrestle with these

problems. : S N S ‘

, With these as a backdrop, individuals start their quest for a seat in
- Congress by acquiring a state-mandated number of signatures. A
“primary election is often held to determine each major. party’s:
candidate, though parties have limited influence over who wins. In the
general election, incumbents almost always win. Their independence
from “the party. they represent. creates a couple of important
consequences. First, legislators are closely tuned in to local concerns:,
and to those who elected them. Second, their lack of dépendence on a
‘party for election means that party, Jeaders in Congress have little -
influence over them. T

How CAMPAIGNS ARE CONDUCTED

Especially in presidential campaigns, strategies in primary and general
elections are different. Primaries generally draw a party’s activists, -
who are often more ideologically stringent than 'voters. at large. .~ -
Therefore, a Democratic candidate must’ appear ‘more liberal :than . .-
usual and a Republican more conservative. Without the help of party -
activists, candidates - have - little - success mobilizing - donors: and - .
volunteers. Political elites play a critical role during the presidential .
primaries. . T N .

The first test of the primary season for & presidential candidate is . . . ) . ;..)
not a primary at all, but caucuses in the state of Towa. Held in February - .

~ of every presidential election yéar, caucuses are. smmall,"precinct-level .
meetings heéld simultaneously throughout the state to-select party .-
candidates. Candidates must do well in Iowa or face an immediate.
disadvantage in media attention and contributor interest. Winners- ..
_tend to be the most liberal Democrats in the race and the most.
conservative -Republicans, reflecting the characteristics of ‘the party
- elites. - . ST e LT :
New Hampshire traditionally hosts. the first »primaries of .a
campaign year: The importance of the Iowa caucuses and the New .
Hampshire primaries presents a problem: those electorates hardly .
represent the American electorate in general. Southern states, sensing
that northern states such as Towa and New Hampshire have too much
influence on the choice of the nominee,  created Super Tuesday by .
moving all of their primaries to the same day in early March. As the -
primary season continues, candidates face the "dilemma ‘'of being
conservative or liberal enough to -get nominated: but mainstream.-
enough so to hold on to moderate voters in the general election.
- After the primary season has established the candidates from the
two major parties, the general election campaign begins in order to
determine who will be the final victor and officeholder. Two:kinds of
campaign issues emerge. Position issues are. those on which the
candidates have opposing views. Voters are also divided on these. For } o
instance, in the 2000 election, candidates Bush and Gore disagreed on . LB
Social Security, defense, and publi¢’ school voucher systems. Other _ ‘ )
jssues are of a nature that does not divide the general public. These,
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_called valence issues, focus on the extent to which a candidate
emphasizes the issue, such as a strong economy or low crime rates. .
Modern campaigns are increasingly waged through television,
debates, and direct mail. Television.time falls inito two categories: paid -
advertising (known as “spots”) and news broadcasts (known-as
“visuals”). Spots can have an important effect in'some elections. Little- ™
known candidates can.increase visibility through frequent use of

spots,-a strategy employed successtully by Jimmy, Carter in 1976. Spots '
tend to work better in primary elections than in general-elections; as . -
voters have far greater information from various sources available to .
them in general elections. Visuals are vital to any campaign because
they cost little. Filmed by a news agency, a visual may have greater R
credibility for viewers than a spot does. Campaign: staffs know that
visuals depend on cameras and newsmen being around, so they work
- hard to have their candidate at a place and time that can be easily
filmed and will be of interest to viewers. Ironically, visuals may be less -
. informative than spots because visuals often display the “horse-race” * -
aspect of a campaign while spots describe more substantial issues! g
With the growing popularity of television over the past fifty years, = :
- debates have ‘become an integral part of many campaigns. Even'
' primaries often include televised debates. While some campaigris have - -
profited from debates (notably John F. Kennedy’s in 1960 and Ronald -
Reagan’s in 1980), most debates do not profoundly affect campaigns. If
anyone benefits, it is generally the challenger. In a debate, a candidate’
risks committing the dreaded slip of the tongue, which the media and -
opponents will then attempt to exploit. For this reason, candiddtes:
often resort to stock speeches with frequently repeated campaign -

themes and proven favorites among supporters. r S
" . The computer and the Internet are increasingly important factorsin - -
campaigns. :The .computer makes . sophisticated -direct-mail " - -
campaigning possible and enables ' candidates to address targeted
. voters with specific views. Howard Dean’s extensive mse of the
Internet in establishing himself as a viable Democratic candidate in the
2004 Democratic primaries may ‘well have a profound efféct on the
way money is raised in future elections. ’ B :

MONEY AND CAMPAIGNING -

| Campaign finance continues to be a hotly con _0_ tic
| issue. Knowledge of the 1974 law is critical to inderstanding
| recent reforms and will likely be part of the AP exam. - . . |

- Campaigns acquire money. from a variety of public ahd private
sources. During the presidential primaries, candidates receive federal
matching funds for all individuals’ donations of $250 or less; creating

~ incentives to raise money from small donors. During the general
presidential election, all campaign money comes from the government.
unless the candidate decides not to accept federal money.
Congressional elections are prifharily funded by private donations,
including those of individuals, political action committees (PACs), and
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political partles Most individual donors give less than $200 with a
maximum of $2,000. PACs are limited to contributions of $5 000, but
most give s1gmﬁcantly less than that. Incumbent candidates typlcally
receive one-third of thelr campaign funds from PACs and rarely have _
to spend their own money on a campaign. Challengers often supply a- - :
greater percentage of their own campaign funds than incumberts do.

N Coupled with other illegal donations, the Watergate ‘scandal of the -
19765 ToTIvinced CoIgress 10 pass_the, T97% Wampmgn Reform
Law and, as part of it, create the Federal Elecnon Comnnssmn (FEC)
The law included several prov1s10ns : S

b k.

S el el A
-

# The hm1t on 1nd1v1dual donatlons 1s $'l 000 per candldate per. .-
election. '

# The prewous ban on corporate and umon donations’ was'
reaffirmed, but PACs can be created to raise money instead.

® PACs have to consist of at least ﬁfl:y volunteer members,, glve
to at least five federal cand1dates and limit their donations: to

~ $5,000 per elect10n per. cand1date and $15 000 per year to any -

political party. . . .

L Primary and. general elecﬁons count separately for donatlons

@ Public funding for pres1dent1a1 campaigns includes matching -
funds for: pre51dent1al primary candidates who meet fundmg'
stipulations; full funding for pres1dent1al general campalgps for -
major party candidates; and partial funding for rmnor party -
candidates that had at least 5 percent of the vote in the
preV10us elect10n o

Campalgn spendmg mcreased dramatlcally as a result of the: 1aw
‘Loopholes in.the law include mdependent expendltures allowmg
‘PACs-to spend as much as they want-on advertising as long asitisnot- .
coordinated with a. spec1ﬁc carnpalgn, and- soft money, by which -

- unlimited funds can be donated to a pohtlcal party -as long as a
" candidate is not named. Soft. money can then -be passed on to
candidates from the party. - '

Independent expenditures and soft money led to campalgn ﬁnance ,
reform in 2002. Reforms included a ban on soft money given to
national parties, an increase in the limit of an individnal donation (up' '
to $2, ,000), and a restriction on advertisements referring to a candidate .+
by name thirty days before a primary and sixty days before a general
election. The full impact of these reformsremains to be seen.. " . :

Party affiliation, the:state of the economy, and the character- of the o
“candidate . probably influence - votmg more:. than money does.. . -
Congressional races are no doubt more affected by ‘Taoney.

~ Challengers must spend . a significant -amount of money fo be
‘recognized, and big-spending incumbents also-tend to do better. Even
: so, party, incambency, and issues play a large. role in congress1onal'
i races. It is difficult for a challenger to' overcome.not only an
incumbent’s money but also his credit claiming, mailing prlvﬂeges and'

free pubhmty from sponsoring legislation..
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. ELECTIONSAND PARTYALIGNMENTS

~ vice versa. Republicans also tend to get more of the independent vote.
* Issués, in partlcular that of the economy, help determlne electxons A

Several factors determine who wins elechons Party identification still -
matters, but Democrats are more likely to vote for a Republican than

3
yuut TCUIIUIITy " To—Tiltie

strong economy generally means reelection. Campaigns do make a

o ‘candidate. Retrospective voters, those. who ook at how things have
i ' . gone in the recent past, often decide elections. They vote for the party
- in the White House if they like what has happened and vote against
that party if they do not.

If a candidate is going to win, he or she must bulld a winning
coalition, or combination of several distinct groups. Traditionally the
Democratic coalition has been African Americans; Jews, Hispanics,
Catholics, southerners, and union imembers. Republicans:have long

'fo]lowmg Reahgnment occurs when a. new issue arises that cuts

another realignment and that the 1980s might have started one. Yet

-among the voters. Perhaps parties are actually decaying far more than
" they are realigning as ‘twenty-first-century pOIlthS beglns to ernerge—
a process called deahgnment by some. :

-

| 'Multiple-Cho,ice 'QuEStion-s’ f

1. Presidential and congressional races differ in all of the following -
ways EXCEPT - '
A). presidential races are. more competitive ‘than races for the
_ House of Representatives

(B) a much smaller proportion of people vote in congressmnal o
races in nonpresidential election years .

(C) members of Congress can get credit for the constltuent service
they provide

(D) candidates for Congress can dlsassoc1ate themselves from
what is going on in Washmgton D.C. .

(E) congressional elections receive more national fundmg than
‘presidential electlons

ANSWER: E.. All of the statements are true- except the last one. Only

[ _ Government, 9* ed., page 186/ 10% ed:; page 232).

. ' difference in.an election, however, mainly by reawakening voters’
loyaltles and allowmg voters to see the character and core values of a_

_ had a coalition of business and professional people as weil: ‘as many-
farmers. Coalitions historically have been reorganized- under- certain - -
conditions: Realignment describes this reorgamzatton of a party’s

across existing party divisions—for example slavery or a weak'
‘economy. Some political scientists feel that the nation is due for..'

i ' _ neither the 1984 nor the 1988 electton truly signaléd a reahgmng shift

i’ . ahfymg presidential candidates receive federal funding (Amencan :
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Amencan pohtlcal pames ar'e among the oldest in the world At one

time pames could mobilize voters in a way that gave local machines

enormous power Today, partles are relatively weak because the laws

and rules under whxch they. operate have “taken away much of their’
power. In addmon, many Amencans have lost thelr sense-. of

comrmtment to. any parncular party.

Kevy TERMS
divided govermnent - pohtlcal party
economic—protestbarty ] » -reahgnment
factional party ' Republicans
Federalists: g L = _ solidarity party .
' ideological party B . split ticket
Jacksonian Dernoct'ats~ : :f sponSOred bar,ty;_ o
minor party’ | - - superdelegates”
‘nominating convention < | 7' _ third party )
‘one-issue party L tyvo-party system -
plurality system - :  Whigs : | '
political machines ' ' ~* winner-take-all system
KEY CONCEPTS , , o
# Political partles once: strong in the United States, are now
mcreasmgly weak.
B Political parties function dlfferently at the national, state, and
local levels.
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B The United States has a strong_ two-party system that makes it
difficult for minor parties to-succeed.

Political party delegates often dlffer 1deolog1cally from average
voters.

For a full dlscussmn of pohtlcal partles see American Government 9th -
ed, Chapter 7 / 10%ed., Chapter 9.

THE RISE AND DECLINE OF POLITICAL PARTIES

A political party‘ is a group that seeks: to elect candidates to public
office by giving those candidates an identification that is recognizable
to the electorate. While European parties generally command- great
loyalty, parties in this country have become relatively weak. .
Parties change over time. Critical periods produce sharp,’ lastmg
realignments of the parties. Such a shift might occur at the time of an
election or just after: Good examples -include, the election of 1860,
which made the Republicans a major party, and the election of 1932, -
which began the era of the New Deal. Electoral reahgnments seem to
occur when a new issue of great importance cuts across existing party = - - .
“lines and replaces old issues that previously had. held a party together. o . \
New coalifions combine to form a dlfferent composmon ‘within a " .
party.
Although the Founders® dlShked partles and guarded agamst them,
parties quickly emerged in the young republic. Thomas- Jefferson. and.‘fz'.’
Alexander Hamilton had a number of policy d1sagreements even:while.
serving in George Washmgtons ‘administration. Their followers-
developed into loose caucuses that became the first political parties.”
Jefferson’s followers were labeled -the Repubhcans—not the -
precursors of today’s 'Republican party—and Hamilton’s followers E
~ were called the Federalists. Though the Republicans had early success .
in national elections that led to the demise of the Federalists, the
parties were both relatively weak and little more than heterogeneous
coalitions. _
. Andrew Jackson and his followers changed the party system by -
makmg it a fixture of the masses. By 1832, presidential electors were
selected by popular vote in most: states, giving thé common man
greater impact. Jackson’s party, the Democrats—the original members
of today’s Democratic party—built from the bottom -up. Presidential - -
caucuses, at which party leaders nominated pre31dent1al candidates, -
were replaced by a national party convention. Another- party the -
Whigs, emerged to oppose the Jacksonian Democrats. :
'The two parties that came out of the Jacksonian- period were the
first truly nationa] parties, but they were unable to survive the.
sectionalism created over the issue of slavery. The modern. Repubhcan
party bedan as a third party and became a major party as a result of
the Civil War. Republican dominance of the White House,-and to a
lesser extent of Congress, for the following seventy-five years was the
result of two forces. Supporters of the Union during the Civil War
Jbecame Republicans for several generations, while former
Confederates consolidated as Democrats. Republicans later benefited
from the presidential candidacy &f Democrat William Jennings Bryan
in 1896. Bryan’s populist stances made him unpopular with Democrats
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in the Northeast, furthering the North-South split of- the parties.
Because of this sectionalism, most states came to be dominated by one-
" party, with factions devéloping within each party.

Reform of the party system began with the progressives of the ear’ly- o

1900s and was amplified during the New Deal. Progressives pushed

measures that were designed to curtail the power and influence of
both local and natlonal party activities. Primary elections were favored'_ -

TN

- over- nommaung* COHVBI]UOI]S Nonpartisan elections: atine local. ana

sometimes state levels became commonplace Party alliances .with
business were halted. Strict voter registration recuirements: ‘became
the norm, as did civil service reform to eliminate patronage. Initiative

and referendum: n’ieasures were started in many states to allow citizens-

to vote directly on. proposed legislation. These reforms reduced the

worst kinds of corruption. At the same time, they weakened the parties’

by allowing officeholders to be¢: less accountable to them and by - .

‘hindering coordination of parties across the branches of government. "
In recent decades the Democrats -and Republicans have seemed to- e

be decaymg and dealigning, not realigning as in. earlier eras. The
proportion. of -those: identifying with. a party declined between. 1960

_and 1980 while the proportion of those voting a split ticket (voting for

one party for- certain offices. and: another party -for other -offices)

increased.- Ticket splitting creates- divided government, in. which

differenit parties control the White House and ‘Congress. Divided

: government is strong ev1dence of the overall weakemng of the partles :

| The number of voters who ,practxc;e ticket splitting continues' }- '

 to increase. Divided government is a direct result of ticket
splitting. Both ticket splitting and divided government are
likely to appear on the AP exam. .

PARTIES AT THE NATIONAL STATE AND LOCAL LEVELS

At the national level the two major partles appear to be quite sumlar
Both hold national conventions every four years  to nominate the

presidential carnididates. Both have a national committee composed of -

delegates from the states, who manage affairs between conventions.

. Congressional -campaign - committees - support  congressional.
candidates w1th party money, and a natlonal cha1r manages daily . -

work.

became a well-financed, highly staffed organization devoted to
funding and electing Republican candidates, especially to Congress.

- Democrats changed their rules for nominating presidential candidates,

altering the distribution of power in the party. Consequently the
Republicans became an. efficient bureaucracy while the Democrats
became quite factionalized. Repubhcans were also the ﬁrst to take
advantage of computerized mailifigs, building a huge file of names of

people who had given -or might give money to the party. Eventually -

_ The .party structures of the Democrats and Repubhcans took
different paths in the late 1960s and early- 1970s. The Republicans. |
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- the Democrats adopted the same techniques, and both parties began.
to focus on sending money to state parties sidestepping federal
spending restrictions, a loophole referred to as soft money. :

The major event of the national parties is the national ‘convention.

. The national committee sets the timeand place for each convention,
" held every presidential election year. Different formulas are used o
allocate delegates at the conventions, Democrats in recent decades
have tended to shift delegates away frfom the South to the North and .
the West. Republicans have shifted delegates away from the East and -
N towards the South and the Southwest. Ideologically this has caused
- the Democrats to move more to the left anid the Republicans more to s
the right.
' In addition, the Democrats have estabhshed dlfferent rules for thelr
convention. In the 1970s, the McGovern-Fraser Commission was
charged with making representation-at conventions more diverse and
democratic. As a result, the ‘power of local party leaders was __ ,
~ weakened and the proportion of women, African Americans, youth, ‘ : N
" and Native Americans attending the convention was increased. Later o C
reforms reestablished .some of the influence of elected officials by
~ reserving 14 percent of the delegates for party leaders and' elected
" officials; who would not have to commit themselves in advance 'to a
presidential candidate. These became known as superdelegates.
Democrats have also changed the dlstrlbutlon of delegates drawn.
from state primaries and caucuses. A. state’s delegates are divided
among candidates who receive at least 15 percent of the vote, rather
than the traditional winner-reward system that gave prlmary and
caucus winners extra delegates. -
The-conventions of both parties have changed fundamentally, and'
probably permanently. Primary elections and grassroots caucuses now
choose delegates -once selected by party leaders. As a result the o
national party conventions are no longer places where party leaders ’
meet to bargain “over the selection of their presidential candidates.
They are instead places where delegates come together to ratify
choices. already made by party activists and primary voters. _
'National party . structures ‘have changed, but grassroots
organizations have w1thered As a result, state party 'systems have
sought to redefine their role. Every state has a Democratic party and a
Repubhcan party, each of which typically consjsts of a state central
‘committee, county - committees, and sometimes various. local
comimittees. Distribution of power differs from state to state.
_ ‘At one time, state and local parties held power through polmcal :

-machines. These recruited - members -through incentives such as’
money, jobs, and political favors. Party leaders held great control and
power, and abuses were commonplace. Gradually the corruption-of _ - :
machines was_controlled through voter registration, civil service, and - Ll ’1
the Hatch Act, which made it illegal for federal civil service employees " - B T 1
to take an active part in a political campaign while on the job. Changes -
in the profiles of voters also doomed the machines. Voters grew in -
education, income, and sophlstlcatlon, and they came to depend less
on the advice, help, and leadership of local party officials.

Today state and local parties deal with several modern trends that
“seem to be taking parties in the opposite direction from the old
political machines. Many voters are drawn to ideological groups for
whom principle is more important than winning an election. These
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. tend to be single-issue activists within one of the two parties. Other
modern voters are motivated by-the “game” of politics. Loyal voters,

‘they nonetheless are.often difficult to. mobilize. Sometimes: a strong .
party orgamzaﬂon can be created fromr a preexisting organization..
These aré known as sponsored parties. For example,  the "local
. Democratic party in Detroit was developed out of the United Auto

- ‘Workers union. The drawbacks of solidary groups (political party

= organizations based on a iriendship network) and sponsored parties
have led many candidates to seek personal followings at state-and local

levels. These require an appealing personality, an extensive network,

‘name recogmtlon and. money. The Kennedys. in- Massachusetts, the
- Talmadges. in Georgia, the Longs in Louisiana, and the Byrds. in .
Virginia, all have: developed strong personal followings in their states.. .
Dealing with these trends is difficult for local partles as. they strugglev;

to define thelr role in the twenty—ﬁrst century.

THE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM AND MINOR PARTIES

The United States has a two-party system that dates back to the - ‘
original part1es—the Repubhcans and the Federahsts Several umque* '

features are responsible for this systern

Elections at every level are based on the plurahty wmner—take—alli' B
method. A plurality system means. that the winner is ‘the- person who
gets the most votes, even if he or she does not get a majority of all'

votes cast.Some countries require majorities through runoff elections

.or ‘give legislative seats based on proportional representation. Either = - - :

of these éncourages .a multiparty system. The most dramatic examiple

of the winner-take-all principle is the electoral college. In all but two ..
_states, Nebraska and Maine, the presidential candidate who wins the. -

most popular votes in a state wins all of that state’s electoral votes.

Minor parties cannot compete under this system because ‘they ‘are

~ unable to get enough votes to_ defeat a major party candidate.

Another explanation for’ the endurance of the two-party system is

found-in the opinions of the voters. There has always been a rough

parity between the two parties, and most voters have been satisfied to- -
let theirindividual beliefs fall into one of the two broadcoalitions that " -
the parties represent, Bitter dissent within parties has been qtite

common, but only sparmgly has such dlssent drlven voters to a th1rd i

party.

Though rarely successful at getting candidates elected mmor""'

parties, or third parties, have often come on the American political
scene. These tend to fall into one of four categones

& Ideologlcal parties These tend to be at the edges of the

. political spectrum. Some examples are the Socialist party, the’
Communist party, the Green party, and the Libertarian party.
One-issue parties Minor parties often address a single issue.
Examples include the Prohibition party (to ban alcohol) and the
Women'’s party (to obtain women’s voting rights).

/& Economic protest parties These partles often regional,
protest against depressed economic conditions. Examples
include the Populist party, thé'Reform party (under Ross Perot),
and the Greenback party.
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'Factional parties Splits in the major parties can create a
- factional party, usually over the identity and philosophy of the

~ major party’s presidential candidate. Examples: include the
' ”Bull Moose” Progresswe party and the States’ nghts party.

Thraugh concessions, minor parties often have 1mpact in gettlng
the major parties to address their issues. The minor parties with

probably the- greatest influence. on poliCcy are factionial parues. ~The
threat of a factional split is significant to- either party, and the major
partles often go to great lengths to‘avoid such a split.

DELEGATES AND VOTERS

a\ﬁi“}tf-r‘l
When a party nomlnates a pres1dent1a1 cand;g@te it must seek an

- appealing, moderate candidate but must -also, dissiderits in the
party satisfied by makihg compromises. To.de_'“ [égates -are often
issue- orlented activists. Democratic delegatess tare ore-liberal. as a

" whole~than the party’s “voters; Reps can :-delegates;.- ~more
conservative. -Today’s- delegates. are often : issue-oriented activists.
- While they help create the broad coalition necessary to elect ‘a
president, they sornetimes. can nommate a. candidate unacceptable to
the party’s rank-and-file voters.
This disparity between delegates . and voters accounts to some
- extent for the low number. of Democratic presidential. candldates
- elected 'since “1968, with several liberal-céandidates lacking appeal -to
moderate voters. The 1964 candidacy of Barry Goldwater, a staunch -
_conservative, illustrates the same phenomenon at work within the
Republican party. On the campaign trail, candldates must limit
themselves to issues that most of the: party agrees on because of the
wide range of beliefs within a party. However, by doing this, the
candidate can r1sk losing the vote of the more ideologically extreme
voters.
~ ‘While the parties have far less nnpact than they did a century ago,’
they continue to play a 51gmﬁcant role i in the voting habits and pohtlcal
activities of Americans.

| Multl-ple-Cho-lce Qu;estl.o-ns
1. How do Amerlcan pOlltha] partles compare ‘with pohhcal partles in

Europe?

(A) American parties are stronger ‘and have more loyal members :

(B) American parties are more centralized, with more control by
the national party organizations.

(C) Because of federalism, American political partles are
decentralized, with significant power at the state and local
levels.

(D) For the past three decades, the party that controls Congress

: has usually controlled the presidency.
(E) National law regulates European parties heavily.

o
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Handout 18 (page 1)

three questlons at the end of part A

" Issue E
- .Defense. . .

i Superpower'

Relations

- Central -
“ - ‘America
' Trade-

. Economics’

_ Spending

Cuts
Taxes

. Health
. - Education
" Drugs

Housmg .

- . Environment

Women

Minorities -

Farm

Crime

’ Democratic Platform Position
. Calls for "stable” defense spending and

“readiness and mobility” over “dubious
new weapons.”

" :Calls for testing intentions of new Soviet.

leadets on arms control, -emigration, hii~
‘'man rights, then reciprocating; allies

-.should pay for more of common defense.

Support. for Arias plan; no mention of

. contras

' -Use all tools “to export more goods and
“fewer jobs.”

*Advance notice of plant closings. major

layofis; opposxtlon to’ unproductive merg-
ers, takeovers.”

.Restram defense spendmg, farm subsx-'

dies.

‘Calls for"thewea]thy and the Pentagon to

pay-“fair share,” for “investing in Amenca

and reducing deficit.

. “Every fam.ily should have the security of
- basic health insurance.”

- Deserves "hlghest pnonty no one to be
" denied- college for lack of ﬁxnds._create .
. National Teachiér Corps.

Calls for “drug czar” empowered to use

- - every agency necessary, including armed
* forees.

'Steps should be taken to ensure a decent
place to'live l'or every . Amerimn

" Calls for aggressive enforcement of toxic.

cleanup, anti-dumping laws, ban on off-

" - shore drilling in sensitive areas.

' Supports Equal-.Rights Amendment. Sup-
~ ports pay equity. Supports right to abor-

tion regardless of ability to pay.

Supports affirmative .action .goals, time-

tables and procurement set-asides.

Mix of supply management and “reason-
able” price supports.

Calls for ban of “cop-killer” bullets abhors
greed in economy and in Reagan adminis-
tration.

' Trade

Name__

* Date

- Superpower
Relations

Central-
America

Econonﬂcs

Spendin'g

- Cuts |
Taxes

-Health

Education

Drugs-

Housing-

Environment

Women

Minorities

"Farm

Crime

The D‘iffe'r_f_g’nce between Democrats and Republicans

to-arswer-tie-

Republican Platfor_m Position

Calls for modemnizing land, sea and air

nuclear amms (B-1, B-2, Trident, MX} and - B

for “rapid and certain” deployment of stra-
tegic defense not subject to negotiation:

- 600-ship Navy with two new carriers: up-

dated chemical weapons.

Avoid. "naiveinexperienceoroverly enthu-
siasticendorsemenit of current Soviet rheto-
ric™; Soviets must release political prison-
ers, open borders.

- Supports military aid to Nicaraguan
~contras.

Renews free-trade commitment. '

Supports enterprise zones, deregulation, -
free-market pﬂncxples :

“With Gramm-Rudman and a ﬂexxble ]
freeze,” budget can be balanced by 1993:

“We opposeany attempts toraise taxes "and
tsupport new tax inéentives for saving:
lower taxes on capital gains; taxpayers”

" Billof Rights. B .

“Natlona]izedmedlcme isdisastrous; com-
petition and- choice are only cost- cutters.

Parents have right tocontrol child’s educa--
tion; competmon. choice produce quality_

“Strict accountability” for users and traf-
fickers.

- *The ‘best housing policy is sound eco- . -
. nomic poliey: low inflation rates, low inter- -

‘est'rates and the avallablhty ofa _)ob with .
a good paycheck

Takes credit for’ Superfund Act but a]so )
supports cost-benefit analysis of clean-
ups; urges new nuclear power plants with

“uniform design.

Opposes Equal Rights Amendment; sup- .
ports rights of fetus that “cannot be -in-
fringed" for any reason; opposes public
funding of abortfon.

-Expanding econorny should prov1de op-.
portunity for all regardless of race or
gender; opposes timetables, quotas.

Opposes product\oncontrols upholds price
suppert system of 1985 farm bill.

_Supportsdeath penalty for capital crimes; -

would deny prison furloughs. for murder-
‘ers; opposes gurl contol.?

RonaldD. Elvmg “Party Platforms Helped Shape Fall Campaigns,” CongresszonalerterineeklyReport(October22 1988): 3042—3043
© COPYRIGHT, The Center for Learning. Used with permission. Not for resale.
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Fe Handout 18 (page?) " R S Date

1. What are the maJor issues on which the Democratlc and Repubhcan party platforms agree‘? Be
specific. Do not just list the issues. S

2 What are the mgnﬁcant pomts of disagreement in the platforms of the Democratic and Repubhcan

partxes‘? Be specmc Do not just list the 1ssues

- 3. Based 6nyour analysxs of these planks in the Democratlc and Repubhcan party platforms what 7

evidence is there that a major difference emsts between the Democrats and Republicans
concernmg the role of govemment in soc1ety Use specific references to the platforms :

© COPYRIGHT, The Center for Learning. Used with permission.-Not for resale.
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'Handout 20 (page 1)

Name

Date__

Cgmpaign -F.inancix_lg: fl‘he,-Federal Election Campaign Act

Part A

0

oo

fr—

—

i3

—r

! s

A

[—

& @

R EAVE
| o L'F

%

|

YR Y-

Ricium FEC, N

NotT
EVNRISCe T

B, P

" Contribution Limits

or Group®

Per Election

To Candidate or | To National Party -To{;_Any Other Total
. o His/Her Authorized | =~ Committee* ) Commlittee Contributions
; Ccintrlbuthns From: Commlttee Per Calendar Year? | Per Calendar Year | Per Calendar Year
| Individual $1,000 . $20,000 - $5,000 $25.000
E '_ i Per Election® ' C ’
- | . Multicandidate $5,000 ' $15,000 - $5,000 No Limit
1s C(_)lfnmittce“ ' Per Election - : .
:| -Party Committee’ * $1,000.0r $5,000° * No Limit $5.000 No Limit-
D : Per Election : ' . o . :
| Republicanor = - - $17,5007 . Not ‘. | WNot Not
Democratic Senatorial . . . Applicable = | - Applicable Applicable
" Campaign Committee,® o B L b :
‘or the National .Party
Committee, or a Com- -
bination of Both L
‘Any Other Committée © $1,000 1$20,000 - |~ $5,000 ) - No Limit

committee.-

_ specific election of a clearly identified ca
2Each of the following elections is-considered
eléétion, and party caucus or convention which has authority -te select the nominee. ..

. 1A multicandidate committee i$ any comrmittee with mmore than 50 contributors which h

: 6Republican and Democratic
™To Senate candidate per ca

tOther committee may include a nonconnected committee not qualifi
- organization, partnership or group of persons.’

" IFor purposes of this limit, each of the following is considered a national
Senate Campaign committees and the National Congressional committees,
2Calendar year extends from January 1 through December 31. Individual contributions made or earmarked to influence a-

ndidate are éourted as if made during the year in-which-the election is held.

‘a separate election: primary.election,: general election, runoff election, special ‘|

lendar year in which candidate seeks election. o
ed as a multicandidate committee; group includes.an

party comnﬁttec; a party's national committee, the “
provided they are not authorized by any candidate.

as been registered for at least six '

_ months and, with the exception of State party committees, has made contributions to five or more Federal candidates. A
" nonconnected committee may qualify ds a multicandidate comymittee. . : S .
- 5Limit depends on whether or.not party committee is a multicandidate committee. - ]

Senatorial Campaign committees.are subject to all other limits applicable toa mu}tif:andidate

© COPYRIGHT. The Center for Learning. Used with permission. Not for resale.
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]

* Table .20.1. Federal:Election: Commission “Campaign Finance Reform,” Congressisnal Digest (October, 1990): 229.
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Joe McGinniss 231

awdre of government decisions affecting their lives and are capable of ren-
dering rational-judgments:on-the-actions of political leaders. At the same
time, Key pointed out that voter rationality depends upon the rationality of .
political campaigns, although he argued that i many instances voters are -

view: eCtey thg - management .of President ‘Nixon's campaign in1968.
Readers should ask themselves how a rational democratic electorate can be
maintained:if the political leadership holds votersin such low estéem.

30
| Joe Mchmss

" THE SELLING OF THE =
" PRESIDENT 1968 -

olitics, in a sense, has always been-a con game. ~ - . -
The American voter, insisting upon-his belief in a higher order, clings to his
ligion, which ptomises another, better life; and defends passionately the illusion -
nat the men he chooses to lead him are of finer nature than he. ' o
It has been traditional- that the  successful politician honor this illusion. To
Succeed today, he must embellish it. Particularly if he wants.to be, President.
“Potential presidents are measured against an ideal that’s a combination of
l¢ading man, God, father, hero, pope, king; with maybe just a touch of the avenging
furies thrown in,” an adviser to:-Richard Nixon wrote in a membrandugn late in
67.- Then; “perhaps aware that Nixon qualified only as father, e discussed- -
provéments that would. have to be made——not upon Nixon himself, but upon
e image of him which was received by thee voter. L TR e
That there sis.a difference between the individual and his jmage is human
hature. Or American -nature; at least. That the  difference -is exaggerated and
ploited electronically is the-reason for this book. DT S )
Advertising, in nianiy ways, is a con game, too. Human beirigs do niot neednew -
utomobiles every third year; a color television set brings little enrichment of the
man experience; a-higher.or lower-hemline no expansion of consciousness, no' -
herease in dhg capacity to love. ¢ o . - .o o
From Joe 'MZGmmss, The Selling of the President 1968 (New York: Simon ScSchuster, 1969), chap. -
Copyright @ 1969, by Joemiac, Inc. Reprinted by permission of Simon & Schuster, Inc. -




It is not surprising, then, that politicians- and advertising ‘men should have models—m
discovered one another. And, .once they recognized that the citizen did,not so . . without am
much vote for a candidate as make a psychological purchase of him, not spsprising - into a ‘natic

 that they began to work together. i o ‘\ - -~ Thete

. The voter, as reluctant to face political reality as any other kind;-was hardly else’s know
. an unwilling victim. “The deeper problems connected with advertising,” Daniel like the chi

. Boorstin has written in the The Imaée, “cb_me.less from the unscruquoﬁsﬁess of our paper.

‘Jeceivers’ than from our pleasure in being deceived, less from the desire to seduce T Televis

than from the desire to-be seduced. ... - e - lacks ideas.

“In the last half-century we have misled ourselves .. . about men . .-. and how . - . the paragr: |

much greatness can be found among them. . . . We have becoie 5o accustomed to " pists——and

our illusions that we mistake them for reality. We demand them. And we demand ideology. T .

 that there be always more of them, bigger and better and more vivid.” . R ‘candidate

The presidency seems the ultimate extension of our error: ‘ ‘way to rea |

"Advertising agencies have tried openly to-sell presidents since.1952. When - Onte
Dwight Eisenhower ran _foi' reelection in 1956, the agency of Batton, Barton, what the 1 ‘
Durstine and Osborn, which had been ona retainer throughout his first four years; ‘must only
accepted his-campaign as a regular account. Leonard Hall, national Republican ~ he invited
chairman, said: “You sell your candidates and your programs the way a business " tcian” to
sells its products.” ' g o : - finally the

The only change over the past twelve years has been that, as technical : The *

sophistication has increased, so has circumspection. The ad men were removed - againstas
from the parlor but were given a suite upstairs. ) » - . " against M:

What Boorstin says of advertising: “It ‘has meant a reshaping of .our very he twitch,

concept of truth,” is particularly true of advértising on TV. S ' " Style

, With the coming of television, and the knowledge of how it could be used to votes. ~ |
seduce voters, the old political values disappeared. Something new, murky, . Inoff
undefined started to rise from the mists.. “In all ‘countries,” Marshall McLuhan to forgive .
writes, “the party system has folded like the organization chart. Policies and issues *" course on
are useless for election purposes, since they: are’ too specialized and hot.. The - his calling
shaping of a candidate’s integral image has taken: the place of discussing conf__lictin'g" . We fc
points of view.” - -~ - , S o _ o . he-had a

Americans have never quite digested television. The mystique which should - televised
fade grows stronger. We make celebrities not only of the men who cause events but Ther
of the men who read reports of them aloud.. S He might

The televised image can become as real to the housewife as her husband, and ~ableto ct

much more attractive. Hugh Downs is a betier breakfast companion, Merv Griffin ‘lens. The
cozier to snuggle with on the couch. - o “The |

Television, in fact; has given status to the “celebrity” which few real men style of p1

;-_-_fattairgx:-e.And--—;tlhe-‘;‘-Ce-lébﬁty_f there is the one described by. Boorstin: “Neither good - must hid:

nor bad, great nor pretty . . . the human pseudoevent : .- fabricated on purpose to of Eugen
satisfy our exaggerated expectations ‘of human greatness.” : S - in infima -
This is, perhaps; where the wentieth century and its pursuit of illusion have request, 1 |
been leading us. “In the last half:century,” Boorstin writes, “the old heroic human- lance.
- mold has been broken. A new mold has been made, so-that marketable human Wan .
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models—moderri ‘heroes —could be mass—produced to. satrsfy the market, andr _
-without any. hitches. The qualities which now commonly make a man or woman
into a ‘nationally advertised’ brand st in fact a new-category of human emptiness.”
.The television celebrity is a-vessel. An inoffensive container in which someone
else’s knowledge, insight, compassion, or wit can I be presented. And we 1 espond

like the child on Chnstmas mormngwho lgnores the gift to play with the wrapplng o

_paper.

Televrsron seems’ partlcularly ugeful to the politician who can be charming but
1acks ideas. Print is for ideas. Newspaperinen write not about people but policies;
‘the paragraphs can be slid around like blocks. Everyone is colored gray, Colum-
nists—and commentators in the miore polysyllablc magazines—concentrate on
‘ideology. They do not care what a tan sounds like; only-héw he thinks. For the
‘candidate who does not,’ such exposure can be embarrassmg He needs another
way to reach the people. : :

On television it matters less that he does not have 1deas. Hxs personallty is
what the viewers want to share. He need be neither: statésman nor: ‘crusader; he:
must only show'up on time. Success and failure. are easily measuted “How often is .
he invited back? Often enough and he reaches his goal—to advance from “poli-
tician” to_“celebrity,” a status jurap ‘bestowed by grateful viewers. who feel that'
finally they have been given the basis-for makmg a choice. ,

" The TV candldate, then, is. measured not against: his predecessors—not
agamst a standard-of performance established by two centuries of democracy—but
‘against Mike Douglas. How well does he handle himself? Does he mumble, does -
e twitch, does he make me laugh? Do I feel warm inside? . . ,
Style becomes substance. The medium is the massage and the masseur getst the
votes. : :
~ In office, too, the ablhty to prolect electronically is essentlal We were wrlhng
to forgive John Kennedy his Bay of Pigs; we followed without question the perilous
course on which he led us when miissiles were found. in.Cuba; we even tolerated
hrs calling of reserves for the sake of a bluff about Berlin. .

+ W forgave, followed, and accepted because we liked the way | he looked And
e had a pretty wife. Camelot was-furi, even for ‘the: peasants, as long as it was '
elevised to their huts. :

" Then came Lyndon Johnson, heavy and gross, and he was forgiven nothmg

e might have survived the sniping of the displaced intellectuals had he only been

_e to: charm But no one taught him how. Johnson was syrupy He stuck to the -
There was no place for him in our culture. : :

““The success of any TV performer depends on his achlevmg a low—pressure.

~.‘style of. presentauon, " McLuhan has written, The: harder a man tries, the better he
ust hide it. Télevision demands gentle- wit, irony, understatement; the qualities
‘Eugene McCaithy. The TV politician cannot miake a speech; he must engage
in intimate conVeisation. He must never press. He should suggest, not state;
'equest not, demand Nonchalance is the key word Carefully studied noncha-

Warmth and srncenty are desrrable but must be handled w1th care.. Unﬁltered
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