AP American Government: Unit IV

Monday 10/17 Introduce Semester Book Review Assignment: Semester Exam. Hand
out rubric, discuss format. Movie: Recount
Tuesday 10/18 Introduce Polling Assignment: Due Friday 11/4. Recount
Wednesday 10/19 Quiz 155-167. Recount
Thursday 10/20 James Q. Wilson’s “Contradictions of an Advanced Capitalist
State (Included in Unit Packet) In class Discussion of Article. Recount
Friday 10/21 NO SCHOOL! Central Ohio Teacher’s In-service
Monday 10/24 Quiz, Ch7 pp. 167-175.
Frontline: Washington’s other scandal.
Wednesday 10/25 Quiz, ChS8 pp. 178-194. Frontline Washington’s Other
Scandal
Thursday  10/26 One-page critical review due on Charles Krauthammer’s article, “In

Praise of Low Voter Turnout.” (In unit packet) Class Discussion of article.
Introduce PAC Bonus Activity: Due 11/03 (Optional) 10 pts.

Thursday  10/27 Quiz, Ch11 pp. 265-276 (Funds for Interest Groups)
Frontline: Washington’s Other Scandal

Friday 10/28 Critical review due on “Running with the PAC’s,” by Walter
Isaacson, in Woll pp. 272-282 (In packet
Frontline: Washington’s Other Scandal




Monday 10/31 Critical review due on “Running with the PAC’s,” by Walter
Isaacson, in Woll pp. 272-282 (In packet).
Frontline: Washington’s Other Scandal

Tuesday 11/01 Quiz, Chl1 pp. 276-287.
Frontline: Washington’s Other Scandal.

Wednesday 11/02 Summary of “The Misplaced Obsession with PACs” by Larry J.
Sabato (in packet, I hope).
Discussion: Does Sabato
refute Isaacson? How?
Video: Primary Colors

Thursday  11/03 Video: Primary Colors
PAC Bonus Activity due. (No late papers or absent
papers will be accepted.) Please plan ahead.

Friday 11/04 Polling Activity due-15pts
Movie: Primary colors.
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4. Identify which elite groups have become liberal, and compare their current attitudes
with the past political preferences of these groups. Discuss the “new class theory” as an
explanation for changes in attitudes. Analyze why these changes are causing strain in

the political party system.

B. S{udy Outline

L.

IL

What is public opinion?

A

A

SE LI

Government does not always do what people want

1. Unbalanced budget

2. Opposition to busing

3. Support for ERA

4. Aid to Nicaragua

Reasons -public policy and public opinion may differ-

1. Mary constitutional checks on public opinion, many publics

*2. Limits on effectiveness of opinion pollmg, difficult to know public opinion

3, Government listens more to elite views

Influences and limitations

1. - Public ignorance: Monetary Control Bill.ruse, poer name recognition of leaders

2. Importance of wordmg of questions, affects answer

3. Instability of public opinion

4, Public has more important things to thmk about—need clear-cut political
choices

5. Spec1ﬁc attitudes less impertant than polmcal cult:ure

‘The origins of political attitudes

The:role of the family ’
1. Child absorbs paﬂy 1dennﬁcanon of famxly but becomes more independent
with age

Much continuity between generations

Declining ability t6 pass on identification

Younger voters exhibit less partisanship; more likely to be. mdependent
Meaning of parﬂsanshlp uniclear ini'most families; less mﬂuenca omr policy -
. preferences .

6. Pew families pass on clear xdeologms

“Religion -

1. Religious traditions affect families

" a Cathelic families somewhat-mere liberal -
b. Protestant families more conservative
¢. Jewish families decidedly more liberal

. 2. Two theories on differerices .

a. Sgcial statiss of religious group -
b. Content'of religion's tradmon
The “gender: gap”
1. Has existed .as long as vomng reécords exist

2. Changing: partisan- advantage

a. Women are likely to be. Republlcans in 1950s

b. Women are likely to be Democrats in 1990s ,

¢. Change results from shift in party. positions on gender issues

d. Women give more Votes to female candidates, which may be result of more
women candidates being Democrats

Schooling and information

1. College education has liberalizing effect; louger in college, more hberal
2. Effect extends beyorid énd of college
3. Cause of this liberalization? .

a. Personal traits: temperartient, family, intelligence

b. Exposure to infermation on politics

¢. Liberalism of professors
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Effect growing as more go to college
Increasing conservatism since 1960s?
" a, Yes (legalizing marijuana) and . .
b. No (schaol busmg)
1l Cleavages in public opinion
A. Social class: less important in United States than in Europe
1. More unportant in 1950s on unemployment, education, housing programs
2, Less important in 1960s on poverty, health i msur.mce Vietnam, jobs
3. Why the change?
a. Educatxon—occupatlon depends more on schooling
b. ‘Noneconomic {ssues now define liberal and conservative
B. Race and ethnicity _
1. Becoming more important even on nonracial matters
2. Blacks most consistently liberal group; little cleavage
3. Other minorities less liberal
C. Region '
1. Southerners mare conservative than northerners: military and civil rights
Issues but difference fiding everall
2. Southern lifestyle different
3. Lessening attachment to Democratic party
IV. Political ideology
A. Consistent attitudes '
1. Ideology: patterned set of political beliefs about who ought to rule, their
principles and policies
Most citizens display little ideology; moderates dominate
Yet may have strong political predispositions
“Consistency” criterion somewhat arbitrary
Some believe ideology increased in 1960s
~Others argue that poll questions were merely worded d1fferent1y
. B, What da liberalism and conservatism mean?
1, Liberal and conservative labels have coniplex hlstoty
" a Europe during French Revolution: eonservative = chureh, state authority
b. Roosevelt and New Deal: activism = liberalism
¢. Conservative reaction to actwism (Goldwater): free rirarket, states’ rights,
economic choice
: .. d. Today’s imprecise and changmg meamngs
C. Va.nous categories
1. Three useful categories emerge from studies
a. " Economic policy: liberals favor jobs for all, subsld:zed medical care and
‘educaton, taxdtion of rich -
b Cm] rights: liberals prefer desegregation, equal opportunity, and SO OF
. Public and political conduict: liberals tolerant of demonsirations, favor
legalization of marijuana, and so on
D. Analyzing consistency: people ¢an “mix” categones -
‘ 1. Pure liberals: liberal on béth ecoriomic and personal conduct issues
: 2. Pure conservatives: conservative on ‘both economic and peisonal conduct issues
3. Lihertarians: conservatwe on economic issues, liberal on personal conduct
issues
4. Populists: liberal on economic issues, consérvative on personal conduct issues
E. :Political elites
1, Definition: those who have a disproportionate amount of some valued resource
2. Elites, or activists, display greater ideclogical consistenicy
a. They have more information than most people
b. Their peers reinforce consistency
F. Is there a “new class"?
1. Definition; those who are advantaged by the power, resources, and growth of
government (not business)
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C. Key Terms Match

.

2. Two explanations of well-off individuals who are liberals
a. Their direct benefits from government
b. Liberal ideology infusing postgraduate education

3. Traditional middle class: four years of college, suburban, church affiliated,
prebusiness; conservative on social issues, Republican

4. Liberal middle class: postgraduate education, urban, critical of business, liberal
on social issues, Democratic

'5. ‘Emergence of new class creates strain in Democratic party

V. Political elites, public¢ opinion, and pubhc policy

T TA

B.

Eljtes influence public opmlon in two ways

1. Raise and form political issues .

2. State norms by which to settle issues, defining policy options
3. Elite views shape mass views

Limits to elite influence on the public

1. ‘Elites do not define problerns

2. Many elites exist, hence many elite ‘opinions

Match the following terms and descriptions:

conservative

1. The political party for which one or one’s family usually votes

crosscutting cleavages - 2. People who say that they have been “born again” and who

seé certain moral questions as political issues

Evangelical Christians

-gender gap
liberal
libertarian,
middle América

: r;ex)\_r class,

* norm :
party identification
“p:olit_ic.él elites
' political ideclogy

poll.
populist

" pure consérvative
_pure liberal

. random sample

religious tradition
sampling error
silent majority

so_cial status

3. Diffcrences in political views between men and women
4, Differencés in polmcal preferences based on more than one
variable
L5 A coherent and consistent set of behefs about who ought to

rule, what prineiples rulers should obey, and what policies
they ought to pursue-

6. . People who have a dlspropemonate amounit of political
. power
7. Middle-income people who usually live in suburbs attend:
" church, favor business, 4nd have mostly conservatxve political
views . :
8 _ . Mlddle-mcome people who live in citles, skip church and
- have mostly hberal polmt:al views
- . Young 1 urban professwnals
10. One who is liberal on both economic and personal conduct
issues
11 One who is ¢onservative on both economic and personal

conduct issues

12. One who i$ conservative on ecoriomiic issues; liberal on per-
sonal conduet issues

13. One who is liberal on econemic issues, conservative on per-
sonal conduet issues

traditional middle class 14. One who favors more limited and local governiment, less gov-

yuppies

ernment regulation of markets, and more social conformity to
traditional norms and values

! (continued)
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15, One who favors more government regulation of business and
support for social welfare but less regulation of private social

conduct
.16, Americans who have moved out of poverty but are not yet
afﬂuent and who cherish middle-class values
17. A standard of right or proper conduct that helps determine
the range of acceptable social behavior and policy optiens
-- .18, Asurvey of public opinion
19. A sample selected in such a way that any member of the
' population being. surveyed has an equal chance of bemg
~ interviewed .
20. The moral teachmgs of rellglous institutions on religious,
social, and econormic issues
21, - The difference begween the results of two surveys or samples
22. A phrase used to déscribe people, whatever their economic
status, who uphold traditjonal values, especially against the
counterculture of the 1960s :
23. Ameasure of one's social standing obtained by coimbining

such factors as education, income, apnd occupation

D. Dld You Thlnk That .

Below are listed ‘a nurnbér of misconceptions. You should be able to reﬁ;te each statement in the
space prowded, referring to information-or argumentatwn contamed in this chapter. Sample
answers.appear at the-end of the Handbook.

1. “The Roungders intended that the governmerit was to be run by the will of the thajority.”

2. “Differences of opinfon in the United States are clearly related to differences in class.”

;
I

3. “Most Americans take cons‘ist"_eﬁtly liberal or. conservative positions on; issues.”

4, “Affluent people are always politically conservative.”
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Political Participation

. Reviewing the Chapter

A. Chapter Focus
This chapter reviews the much-discussed lack of voter turnout and other forms of political
participation in the United States and concludes that individual Americans may not be at
fault for their'seeming nonparticipation, but that other factors may be at work. After reading
arid reviewing the material in this chapter, you should be able to do each of the following:

1. Explain wﬁ'y the text believes that the description, the analysis, and the proposed rem-
edy for low voter turnout rates in this country are off base.

2. Comipare the way tumout statistics are tabulated for this country and for other coun-
tries, and explain the significance of these differences. : '

3. Describe liow control of elections Has shiﬁe,_d‘-fmm the states to the federal government,
and explain what effects this shift has had on blacks, women, and youths.

4, State both sides of the.debate gver whéther voter. turnout has declined over the past
century, and déscribe those factors that tend to hold down voter turnout in this
country. o _ . ‘

5. List anid explain Nie and Verba's four categories of political participation,

6. Discuss those factors that appear to be associated with high ex low political
participation.” :

7. Compare participation rates in vz.lr-ioh.s _f(,')rmsi of ﬁpiiﬁcal éeﬁﬁty. here and in other
countries. IO ' '

B. Study Outline !
I. A closer look at nonvotirig _ L
A. Alleged problem: low turnout compared with Eutopeans
1. But this compares registered voters with eligible adult pepuldtion
B. Common explanation: veter dpathy on election day
1. But the real problem is low registration rates
C. Proposéd solution: get-out-the-vote drives
1. But this will not help those who are not registered
D. Apathy not the only cause of rionregistration
1. Costs here versus:ne costs in European countries where registration automatic,
2. Motor-voter law of 1993 takes effect in 1995 '
E. Voting is not the only way of participating
’ II. The rise of the American electorate
' A. From state to federal control
1. Initially, states decided nearly everything
2. This led to wide variation in federal elections
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3. Congress has since reduced state prerogatives

a. 1842 law: House members elected by district
b. Suffrage to women

¢. Suffrage to blacks ’

d. Suffrage to eighteen- to twenty-year-olds

e. Direct popular election of U.S, senators

4. Black veting rights

a, Fifteenth Amendment gutted by Supreme Court as not conferring a right to
vote .
b. 'Southern states then use evasive strategies
© (1) Literacy test
(2) Poll tax
(3) White primaries
(4) Grandfather clauses
(5) Intimidation of black voters
¢. Most of these strategies ruled out by Supreme Court
d. Major change with 1965 Voting Rights Act; black vote increases

5." Women'’s voting rights

a. Western states permit women to vote
b. Nineteenth Amendment ratified 1920
¢. No dramatic changes in outcomes

6. Youth vote

a. Voting Rights Act of 1970
b, Twenty-sixth Amendment ratified 1971

"¢, Lower turnout; no particular party

7. National standards now govern most aspects
B. Voting turnout
' 1. Debate over declining percentages: two theofies

a. Real decline as popular interest and party competition decrease
b. Apparent decline, induced in part by more honest balldt counts of today
(1) Parties once printed ballots
* (2) Ballots cast iri pablic
(3) Parties controlled counnng

" ¢. Most scholars see several reasons for some real decline

(1) Registratien more difficult; longer res1dency, educatmnal
qualifications; discrimination
2 Com:mulng drop - after 1960 cannot be explained

III Who participates in politics?
Forms of partlcipanon

1.

Voting the most coinmon, but 8 to 10 percent mwreport it

2. Verba and Nie's six forms of participation,

ca. Inactives

b. Voting specialists

¢. Campaigners

d. Communalists

e, Pardchial partxc1pants
f. Cemplete activists

B, Causes of participation

rwNp

Schooling, or political information, more likely to vote

. :Church-goers vote more '

Men and women vote same rate

Race

a, Black participation lower than that of whites overall
b. But controlhng for SES, higher thari whites -

Level of trust in government?

a. Shidies show no correlation
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e, a.
’ b. Some forms more common here than in other countries

6. Difficulty of registering?
As turnout declines, registration gets easier
7. Several small factors decrease turmout
More youths, blacks, and other minorities
Decreasing effectiveness of parties
‘Remaining impediments to registration
. Voting compulsory in other nations
Ethmc minorities encounter language barriers, whereas blacks are involved
in nonpolitical institutions
May feel that elections do not matter
8. Democrats, Republicans fight over solutions
a. . No one really khows who would be helped
b. Nonvoters tend to be poor, black, and so on
¢. Butincreasing percentage of college graduates are also not voting
d. Hard to be sure that turnout efforts produce gains for either party: Jesse
: Jackson in 1984
C. The meaning of participation rates
1. Americans vote less but participate more
Other forms of activity becoming more common

a.

a,
b.

¢
.

e,

f,

2. Americans elect more officials than Europeans do and have more elections
3. U.S. turnout rates heavily skewed to higher status :
Meaning of this is unclear

a.-

C. Key Terms Match
Match the following terms and descriptions:

™

= oo

— F L =

P g

e

n e

‘activist
- Australian ballot

campaigners

communalists

* complete activists

. eligible electorate

Flfteenth Amendment -
grandfather clauses
jinactives

literacy tests

. motor-vater bill

Ninéteenth Amendment
parochial participarits
poll tax

registered voters
Twenty-sixth Amendment
voting-age p_bpillatioh

voter apathy

1

The lack of interest among the cmzenry in pamcxpanng in

T elections

: 'I'hose citizens not disqualified from vbt_ing_ (too young, in

prison, and so forth)
Those citizens actually registéred to vote

Requiremnent that voters-be able to read; fonnerly used in the
South to disenfranchise blacks .

* Proof of tax payment, to be produced when vonng, used to

disenfranchise blacks

A southern expedlent to keep blacks from pam<:1patmg in
primary elections :

Requirement that for an mdlvxdual to automatically qualify to
vote, his or her grandparent had to have voted (exchided
former slaves and their descendants)

Legislation that made it illegal to exclude potential voters on
the basis of race :

Legislation that extended suffrage to women

Legislation that gave eighteen-year-olds the right to vote in
federal elections

Legislation thar gave eighteen-year-olds the right to vote in
all U.S. elections

{continued)
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s.  Voting Rights Act of 1970 12; A document that is government printed, of uniform size, and

cast in secret

t.  vpting specialists ) ‘ ;
U white primaries - 13. Those who avoid all forms of political participation
' 14, Those who restrict their political pamc1pauon to voting in
elections
" 15. ' Those wha both vote in elections and get involve 1 in
campaigns .
16. __°_ Those who join orgamzations and participate in politics but
not in partisan campaigns .
17. Those. Who avoid elections and civic organizations but will
contact officials regarding specific problems .
18, Those who take part in all forms of political-activity

19 ... . An mdiwdual who actively promotes a political party, philos:
ophy, or issue she or he cares personally about

20. A bill that requires states to allow voter registration by mzul .
when applying for a driver's license, and at some state offices
that serve the disabled or poor

21. - 'The citizens who are eligtble to vote after reaching a mini-
‘ mum age requirement

'D. Did You Think That . .. ? .

Below are listed a number of mrsconceptions You should be able to reﬁlte each statement in the
space provided, ‘refering to information or argumentatmn contamed in this chapter.” Sampl-
answers appear at the end of the Handbook.

1.

“There has been an increase in voter tumout in electlons thronghout American

history.””’

. -“Throughout the twentieth century blacks have- been able to exercise the right to vote

with htlle dlmculty

i

“Because the United States holds more elections for more offices than most other na-

tions, its party systermn is stronger than that of most other nations.”

“Registered ‘American voters vote less _freé;uently than do their counterparts in Europe."
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Interest Groups

I. Reviewing the Chaptér.

A. Chapter Focus

The purpose of this chapter is to survey the wide variety of interest groups or lobbies that

operate in the United States and to assess the effect they have on the political system of the

country. After reading and reviewing the material in this chapter you should be able to do

each

1.

)

B. Study Outline
L.

I

of the following:

'Explain why the characteristics of American society and government encourage a mul-

tiplicity of interest groups, and compare the American and British experiences in this
regard.

R Deseﬁbe the historical condijtions under which interest groups are likely to form, and

specify the Kinds of organizations Americans are most likely to join.

. Describe relations between: leaders and rank-and-file members of groups, including
-whiy the sentiments of rembers may not determine the actions of 1¢aders. '

. Describe several methods.that interest groups use to formulate and carry out thieir po-

litical objectives, especially the lobbying techniques used to gain public support. Ex-
plain why courts have bécome an important forum for public interest groups.

List the laws regulating conflict of interest, and describe the problems involved with
“reyolving door” government employment. Describe the provisions of the 1978 conflict-
of-interést law. Explain the suggestions that have been rnade. for stricter laws: Describe
the balance bétween the Fitst Amendmeént's freedom of éxpression and the need to Ppre-
vent cotruption in the political system. '

Explaining proliferation;
A. 'Why interest:groups are common in America

1. Many kinds of cleavage in the country

2. Constitution makes for many access points

. 3. Political parties are weak

The birth of intérest groups '
A. Periods of rapid growth .
Since 1960, 70 percent have established an offi¢ce in Washington D.C.
1770s—independence groups :
1830s, 1840s—religious, antislavery groups
1860s—craft unions ’
1880s, 1890s—business associations
1900—1920—most major lobbies of today

oM AWM
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B. Factors explaining the rise of interest groups

1. Broad economic developments create new interests
a. Farmers produce cash crops
b. Mass production industries begin
2. Government policy itself
a. Created veterans’ groups—wars
b. Encouraged formation of Farm Bureau
¢. Launched Chamber of Commerce
d. Pavored growth of unions
3. Emergence of strong leaders, usually at certain times
4. Expanding role of government

M. Kinds of organizations

A

Institujonal ‘interests

1. Defined: individuals or orgamzanons representmg other
organizations .

2, Types
a. Businesses: example, General Motors
b. Trade or governmental assocmnons

" 3, Concerns—bread-and-buttér issues of concernto their clients

a. Clearly defined, with homageneous groups

b. Diffuse, with diversified gtoups
4. Other interests—governments, foundations, universities-
Membership interests
1. Americans join some groups more frequently than in other nations

a. Social, business, etc.—same rate as elsewhere

b. , Unions—less likely to join

¢.. Religious/civic groups—more likely to join

d. ‘Greater sense of efficacy, duty explain tendentcy to join civic groups-
2. Most sympathizers do not join because

:Individuals rot that significant r

b Benefits flow to nonmeinbers too

Incentives to join

1, Solidary mcentwes—-—pleasure compamonshlp (League of Women Voters,

AARP, NAACP, Rotary, ete¢,)
2. Material iricentives-—money, things, semces (farm organizations,
refired persons; ete.)
3. Purpose of the organization itself—pubhc-mterest érganizations
Ideolngxcal mterest groups' appeal fs: conlrovetsnal pnnc1ples
. b - Engage in research and bring lawsmts i
The influence of the.staff v

1. Staff has most infience if members joined for solldary or matenal benefits -

2. National Council of Churches:and umons are examples

Interest groups and social movéments

A
B.
.

+ D
V.

Social movement is a widely shared demand | for change

The envirohment movement

The feminist movement; tliree kinds

1. Solidary—LWV and others (widest support)

2. Purposive—NOW, NARAL (strong pesition on divisive issues)
3. Caucus—WEAL (material benefits)

Union-movement; left over after social movement dies

Furnds for interest groups

A

B.

Poundation grants

1. Ford Foundation and publlc interest groups

2. Scaife foundations and conservative groups

Federal grants and contracts

1. Natibnal Alliance for Business and summer youth job programs
2. Jesse Jackson's PUSH
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C. Direct mail

1. Unique to modern interest groups through use of computers
2. Common Cause a classic example
3. Techniques

a, Teaser

b, Emotional arousal
¢. Celebrity endorsement
d. Personalization of letter

VL The problem of bias

A. Reasons for belief in upper-class bias
1. More affluent more likely to join
2, Business/professional groups mere humerous; better financed

"B. Why these facts do not decide the issue

1. -Describe inputs but not outputs

2. Business groups often divided among themselves
C. Important to ask what the biasis -

1. Many conflicts are within upper middle class

2. Resource differentials are clues, not conclusions

VIL. The activities of interest groups

A. Information
- 1. Single most important tactic
a. Nonpolitical sources insufficient; provide detailed, current'information
2. Most effective on narrow, fechnical issues
3, Officials also need “cues”; ratings systems
B. Public support
1. -Politicians dislike controversy
2. Key targets: the undecided.
'3. Some groups attack their likely allies to embarrass r.hem
4. Legislators:sometimes buck public opinion, unless issue important
5. 'Somie groups try for grassroots support
a. Saccharin issue ,
, - b, “Dirty Dozen’ environmental polluters
C. Money and PACs
1. “Money is least-effective way to influerice polmexans
2. Campaign finance reform law of 1973. had two effects
a. Restricted amount interest groups. can give to candidates
b. Madeit legal for corporations and unions to create PACs
3. Rapid growth in PACs has not led to vote buying
a, More money is available.on all sides
b. Members of Corigress take money but still declde how to vote -
4. Almost any organization can create a PAC
a. More than half of all PACs sponsoréd by carporations
b. Recent increase in ideological PACs; one-third liberal, two-thirds
conservative
Ideological PACs raise more but-spend less because of cost of raising money
In 1992 unions and business organizations- gave most
Incumberits get most PAC money
a. Business PACs split money between Democrats and Repubhcans
b. Democrats get most PAG money
8. 'PAC contributions smiall
9. No evidence PAC money influences votes in Congress
a. Most members vote their ideology
b. When issue of little eoncetn to voters, slight correlation but may be
misleading
¢. PAC money may infliience in other ways, such as access
d. PAC money most likely to influence on client politics

N o
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D. The revolving door
1. Promise of future jobs to officials
2. Few conspicuous examples of abuse

E. Trouble.

il ol ol o

Disruption always part of American politics

Used by groups of varying ideologies

Better accepted since 1960s -

History of “proper” persons using disruption—suffrage, c1v1l rights,

antiwar movements N
5. Officials dread “no-win” situations
VIII. Regulating.interest groups
A Protection by First Amendment
1. 1946 law accomplished little in re\qumng reglsn'anon
a. Supreme Court resiricted. applicatlon to direct contact
b, Grassroots activity not restricted -
No staff to enforce law
B. Reé¢ent suggestions
1. Disclosure of contributors:
a." Likely to.dry up contributions
2. Complex reporting requirements
Disadvantage to small groups
C. Sighificant restraints
1.- Tax code: threat of losing tax exempt status
2. Campalgn finance laws

C.

a.

C. Kéy Terms Match ,
" Match the following terms. and descnpnons (Note: One of the descriptioris should be matched

g TP

A

—
b3

.
>

with two terms.)

" client politics

cue (political)
direct mail
“Dirty Dozeil"

Fedéral Regulatiori of
Lobbying Act

grassroots suPport

idéological interest  groups:

neentivé (political)
institutional intetests

+ ; interest-groups

_lobbies

lobbyist

material benefit iricentives

"membership interests

PACs
PIRGs

1.
2.
3.

4

11.

12.

————e

Any group that seeks to influence public policy,

____ Individuals or groups representing othef organizations
Interest groups made up- of those whe join voluntarily

The sense of pleasure, status, or companionship afis'ihg‘ from
group membership

Money, things, or servxces obtainable from interest group
membership.

The goals of an organization that if attained would beneﬁt .

primanly nongroup members - ;

) Orgamzaﬁons that attract members mostly by the appea.l of
their broad, controversial princlples

Organizations thiat gather information on consumer tOplcs
(first organized by Ralph Nader)

The solicitation-of funding through létter campalgns

The situation that arises when'a government agency services.
as-well as regulates a distinet group

Backing for a public policy that arises or is created in public
opinion

. Alist, compiled by an environmental interest group, of thosa
legislators who voted most frequently against its measures

(continued)
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g. public-interest lobby 13. Groups that can collect political donations and make cam-

. . paign contributions to candidates for office
r.  purposive incentive
14. The practice of lobbying officials with such promises as

§.  ratings employment after their government service
t.  revolving-door influence 15. The 1946 attempt by Congress to regulate the activities of in-
u.  social movement terest groups
v.  solidary incentives 16. A signal to a member of Congress that identifies which'values
- . are at stake in a vote
17. A valued benefit obtained by joining a political organization
18; A person attempting to influence government decisions on
behalf of an interest group . -, 40
19, The sense of sansfacuon derived from serving a cause from

P

which one does riot-benefit personally

20.  An asséssment of a'representative’_é voting record on issues
important to an interest group ‘

21. A widely shdred demand for change in some aspett of the
' social or political order

D. Did You Thlnk That .

Below are listed a number of mlsconcepnons. You should be ablé to refute each statement in the
space provided, referrmg to- information or argumentation contained in this chapter. Sample
answers. appear at the end of the Handbook. - - .

1. “All major interests are réprésented by national asseciations of interest groups.”

2. “Interest groups autematically give expression to the seritiments of their membership.”

3. “The tinorganjzed are: completely unrepresented in Américari polit:icsl’ ' .

4. “The most effective way for interest groups to advance their causes is to buy influence
with money.”
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| Essay

Charles Krauthammer

I Praise of Low Voter Turnout

w ashinpton, it seems, Is a ¢ity in decline, History has taken
I up: vesidence in Budapest and Tokyo, Brussels and
Seoul. After a brief spurt of prominence and wealtl .owed 1o
the Depression, Hitler and the cold war, Washinglon, we are
told, has lapsed into a somnambular state. _
_ This is an exaggeration, but not too far from the iruth,
., Glovernment has grown huge, and a presidential hiecop ean
slill panic the stock market, but Washington has far less im-

pact on the direction of America and the world than it did a

. generation ago. )
_'The marginalizatign of Washington is sometimes taken as
proof of American decline, Nansense, With the implosion of

- its only siperpower rival, Americn stands alone-in the world,
its relative power-—which the decline theorists insist is. the
only relevant meéasure—unsurpassed.
.(One reason, for example, that hostages

., are being released 1 that the thug re-
+ fiimes of the world realize that suddenly
there is -only one superpower lelt and
they had better warm up to it.) .

. The marginalization of Washington |-

- reflects not ihe dectine of Amerlea:but 2

-politics. One remembers with disbelief not just Hitler’s eugen-
ic lunacies but also Stalin’s designation of Lysenka's crackpot
fienetics as official Lruth, enforced by sceret police, ~ .

...Alter_such a ceniury, il is a form of salvation, of social
health, for politics to be in acute and precipitous decline. Asa
Porlupguese ex-leftist:said of his counlry’s recent renaissanee,
“Portugal’s succoss is that its palitics no longer dominate
everything,” : - .

At its headiest, the aim of 20th century politics was the
fransformation of man and socicty by means of power. This
great project—politics as redemption—has ended in failure
on a breathtaking scales not just economic and political- but
also ecological, spiritual and, not surprising for an enterprise.
of such overweenlng lwibris, meral. The deeper meaning of

‘the overthrow of communism is the rex

g alization that man can shape neithes . .

‘ g and’ that. attempts to- contradict this

1 2 truth- must end in the grotesqué. The re-.

42 vulsion with politics reflects’ the: view'

Bt = that whenpoliticiang go about tinkering,

¥with something as organic as a poor’
fumily or ‘a.rural communily by means.

history nor society by Five-Year Plang; . .

- “the declive of politics. In the West—and
" it is soon to beirue in the Bast, now that-
they've got the easy part, revolution, out

| & of afederal welfareprogram or an endr>: .+ .
|z mous dam, Lhe law of unintended.con- . | ;|

. , - of the way—history is riol muade by poli-- % sequences prevalls.
o .| tics: It Is made by economics, by demo- Geoige Busl’s greal good fortungds .~

: praphics and, above all, by science and u?.,," 4
. techniology. Politics lubricatés, corrupis |Sdsis
mildly and takes a-slice of the action. But J553

it does not create new worlds as it did, ¥
horribly, in 1917 and 1933 and, blessed-
ly, in 1946-49 when the U.S, established
 thestructures of (he postwar world. Poli-
* 'tics has become; like much of life, main= = -
-Yenance. The Liowse is buill; Republicans and Demograts ar-
gue 11ow overwho is to repair the roof and how to pay forit.
Moreover, the great political debatas are over. The ro-
mance with fsms, with the secular religions of socialism, cgali-
tarlanism. and totalitarianism, is dead. The fierce battles over
~whether, for example, the U.S. should lead the crusade against
- comumunism are finished too, Americdn- politics is o longer
““aboul bearingany burden in defense of liberty. American poli-
‘tes is aboutithe Clean Air Act. A a
Thig is hok to deride clean air. Clean air is important, and

the clean nir bill now working its way through Congress'is a-

quile satisfying triumph. 6f democratic compromise, smog-

producing Detroit working out with smog-ingesting Los An-’

peles a political arrangement that the whele country can live
with. But the great dichotomics of war and peace, lefl and
right, pood, and evil are gone. Politicians still- try 1o vse hese
calegories to carry thie fight, but no one believes them,

This triumph of apalitical bourgeois democracy has been a

source of dismay to some. They pine for the. heroic:age when

great ideologies clashed and thelife of pations turned on a
vote in.Congress. On the contrary, T couldn't be happier that
the political century is over, and that all that's lefL is to shuffle
cards on the-cruise ship. The great disease of the 20th century
was the politicization of lite, The totalitarians, lelt and right,
ghowed Lhe way, polilicizing cverything: economics, eduea-

tion, art, refigion, family life. Nol even genetics could escape

that he is a man ulterly incapable of vi-
“'sion at a time when the peoplé do not
‘want vision and do'niot necd it, Vision js |
for Khomeini and. Castro, for Jesse
. Jackson and Pat Robertson. Happily, if
-only for now, Americans will have none. .
of it. . -

Which Is why when almost -cvery

- pundit wiings his hands in despair at low voter lurmout—some:-

_even fecl obliged to propose creative schemaes to induce peo~

ple to vete—I am left totally urimoved. Low voter turmout .. !

means that peoplé see politics as quite marginal'to their lives, -
as neither salvation nor ruin, That is healthy. Low.voter turs-

* out is a leading imdicator of conteritment. For # county found-
¢d on thie notion thut that. povermment is best:that governs
lcast, it seems entirely proper that Americans should inlarge -

", numbers register a preference against polities by staying home , -

on Election Day. S L )
A Tew weeks ago, a-producer from public television came-
1o ask my advice about plaming coverage for-the 1992 elee-
tions. Toward tlie énd, she raised a special problem: how to
get young adults interested in political coverage. [ offered the
opinion that 19-year-olds who sit in front of a television watch-
ing politics could use professional help. At that age they -
- »shonld be playing ball and looking for a date. They'll havetime
enough at my age to worry about the morigage and choasing a.
candidale on the basis of his views on monetary policy. .

" o say that, of course, i§ lo violate current League. of
Women Voters standards of good citizenship. Let others'’
struggle valiantly 10 raise Lhe political awarenessof all citizens.
Lel them rage against the tides of indifference. They will fail,
amdd when they do, relax. Remember thal indifference to poli--
ties lcaves all the more room for the things that really count:
science, art, religion, family and play. n

TIME, MAY 21, 1990
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There 1S SOTRE EXAHGETALION 11 most* of these complpzmts, but there is
much truth in wll of them. To this extent the public’s grouchiness
s well founded. Why do these problems exist? There are. three ¥EASONS:.
pros[)emy, freedom and democracy . ..

e,
[

James Q.. Wilson

lames Q. Wilson, a professor of management
2t UCLA, is a distinguisbed political scientist
and criminologist who bas also-advised pres-.
idents. on urban policy. Among bis best-
known works are American Government: In-

. stitutions and Policies, Thinking about Crime -
-.and, ‘most. recently, On’ Character. -

2 arl Marx thought that the con-
wadictions of ’cagl)itjali_sm were the

slightly wrong: Those turned

: - outto be the problems of com-

munist states, The problems of advanced capi-

. talist, democratic socicties are noteconomic at
all, they are political and:cultural. "

“The U.S. has pursucd happiness with grcatcr'
- ‘détermination and more abundant success than:

any other nation in history. For 45.years it
waged, with steady resolve and remarkable for-
bearance, a Cold War that preserved the security
of the Western :vorld without sacrificing .its
liberty in-the process. ‘So: romatkable; has beei
our achievement that millions of people from
every corner of the globe” havé come héte to be
part of America. And what have they found? A
nation of grumpy citizens, convinced that their
country, or at least its government, has gone to
hetlin a hand basket.

More Americans today than at any time since
the late 1950s say that they distrust the people

- inevitability of declining profits and
¢xhausted markets. He got it only’

- who manigé: their affairs: Around 75% bchc've

that ‘they: have little or no conﬁdcncc in the .
government. - :

Part of this. grumpmess reﬂccts thc recent

© . . .recession, As we recover from those bad times,
< we will recover a-bit from  our bad mood. But
 only a:bit, The declinein popular confiderice did
© L 'not bcgm with the-recession, or the Bush Ad- -
‘7 ministration, or Watcrgatc or Vietnam; it began.
“in the early 1960s and has been going, v\'ri_th.or’lly -

- oecasional and modest upticks, ever since.
L _Whatcvcr xmtatcs us, it has bccm.mtaung usfor’

-ooa long time.”

" Politicians can: take some solacc in-the fact

* that the: decline in confidence has not been

limited to govcmmcnt but has affected virrually

L levery ma;m insHrution in our socicty, Lspccxallyf' '

" . corporations and labor unions. But it is liwle

" “solace: We don’t vote for corporate. ofﬁcmls we
‘do vote lor governmental gnes.

Before trying to cxplam why the-public is so
grumpy. now, [ think it worth asking. why thiey.
were so cuphonc before.. Maybe low, public
confidence in government is the norm and the
high confidence that existed in the 1950s was

the aberration. It’s not hard to imagine why we

feltso good then. We had just waged, with great
success, an immensely popular war for a mani-
festly good.cause; at the end of the war we were
indisputably Top Nation, with a currency that
was the world’s standard, a productive capacity
that was unrivaled, export markets that rook
evervthing we produced and begged for more
and a monopoly on the atom bomb.

My guess is that Americans have usually been

36 From Forbas, Septamber 14, 1992, pp. 110-112, 116, 118, Copyright © 1992 by James Q. Wilson. Reprinted by permission,
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suspicious of their politicians and that the Eisen-
hower-era euphoria was unusual, perhaps un-
precedented. 'd like to believe that because T
find it wroubling thar Americans might nogmally. .
be so silly as to think they could alvays trust#:

officials in Washington to do the right thing. - -

But ¢éven if we discount the slide on the .
grounds that we werc“overtlue for a returi to
normalcy, there are features 6f the current anger
that strike me as more troublesome than any-
thinig we can attribute to the post-Ike hangover. ..~

One is the condition of our inner cities. Itis."

- fiot just that they are centers of unemployment,

" high crime rates, school dropouts and drug

abuse; that has, alas, always been the- case.
Today, however, the problems seemn more per-
vasive, more widespread and more threatening,

. -thamin the past. Once there were bad neighbor-
" hoods to be avoided; elsewhere, life was, if not

prosperous, at lcast orderly. Today: the signs of

“decay seem omnipresent—panhandlers - and

graffiti are cverywhere, senseless shootings can

* occur anywhere and drug use has penetrated

“even the best schools.

To cope with these problems in the past we .-

_have relied on the schools and the police. But ™.

today thar rcliance seems nfisplaced; the

" schools dofi’t teach students, the police. can’c; .

maintain order.

Indeed, the government as a whole seems o -
he out ofcontrol, It has a huge peacetime deficit
at:wliich polidcians fecbly gesture; the number

. of interest groups besieging Congress has risen |
“tenfold since 1960; we-are entertained by the

prospect of legislators easily writing bad checks.

.*. when many ordinary folk find it impessible to e
! write. good ones; everybody: knows that the TR

nation faces serious probléms, but the only issue -
‘ornwhich Congress has been able to break out of

its policy gridlock has been doling our favors to-
the savings and loan industry; the presidential

race confronts us with the-wearying speetacle of
candidates exchanging personal barbs and poli-
cy'’bromides. - IS

While I think there is some exdggeration in .

" . fost of these complaints, there is much:truth -
7+ .in all of them. To. this extent the. publie’s:” ...
~_grouchiness is well founded. Why d'o.-,mc__s_c.

problems exist? :
There are three reasons: prosperity, freedom

-and democracy.

Prosperity. For a century or morc, danjgcrous’

~.drugs have. been consumed: Middle-glass peo-,

ple used opium, jazz musicians used heroin, = -

stockbrokers sniffed cocaine: But stardng in the™ .-
1960s, these drugs moved out of the elite
markets and entered the mass market. The
reason was that the nation had become prosper-
ous enough so that ordinary people could afford
them. The discovery.of crack cocainie in the carly
1980s brought that drug within the reach of

7. Contradictions of an Advanced Capitalist State

almost everyone. Everybody knows that drug
addicts often steal to support their habits. What
" most people don’t know is that today many
addicts do not have to steal to do this; they can
" get by ofi the strength of part-time jobs, family
support and public aid.

The inner city has always been a haven for
eriminals who could take advantage of its ano-
~nynmity, disorder and low-cost housing. So long
- ‘as they had o search our their victims on foot,

. -the victims were neighbors. The availability of
“'cheap automobiles put everyone within reach - -
of burglars and robbers. As these’ offenders.’
began to share in the general prosperity, they
. 'were able to replace fists with guns and cheap:.
Sarmrday-night specials with modern semiau-
tomatic weapons. N ' :

) We have always had youth gangs in our cides, -
-+ bureven aslate as the 1950s they were armed, if -
*at all, with knives. When I was growing up in

" southern California, a dangereus gang was one

+= =+ whose members had made zip guns out of

lengths of tubing taped. to crude wooden
. stocks and loaded, one round per gun, with

.t e, 22-caliber bullets. Today many gangs can af-’

w: » 2. ford Uzs, Mac-10s and 9mm pistols. _
"« ... Allofthesechanges should have been antic- .
““ipated because there is no way to confine

. prosperity 1o law-abiding ‘people only. The . -

" extraordinary standard of living that makes::
Americans the envy-of much of the world.’
éxtends to the ¢riminal as welk as the noncri-

T

" . minal the rising tide has, indeed, lifted all 7. :

" boats, including those carrying plrates. -~ .
'+ What frustrates many Americans; [ think, Is- -

thae thelr harc-earned prosperity . was sup--. °
- posed to produce widespread decency. They

N ‘had been taught to believe that if you.went to

.. school, wocked hard, saved your money,.
‘bought 4 home and raised a family, you would'
eajoy the good life. About this they were:
right. But they also thought that if most pco-
ple acted this way their communities would
. improve. About this they were not right.
What produced the good life for individuals
did not produce it for cities,
The reason is that prosperity enabled people
fo move to the kinds ol towns Americans have
always wanted to live in—small, quiet and nice. .
As the middlé class moved ourt to the suburbs:
" they took with them the system of informal ..
sacial controls that had onee helped maintain
*order in the central cities, As employers noticed
that their hest workers were now living outside
i these citics, they began moving their offices,
stores and factories to the periphery. -

[N

Prosperity not only enhanced the purchasing
power of urban criminals, it deprived them of
the legitimate jobs that had once existed as
alternatives to crime and it emancipated them
from the network of block clubs, rTas and
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watchful neighbors that are the crucial partners
of the police,
As we Americans got better off individually,

our cities got worse off .collectively., This was . ...

probably inevitable. But it left'us feeling angry
and cheated,

Freedom: Freedom in the last:30 years has
uridergone an extraordinary. expansion in at

least two ways. The powers exercised by the .

institutions of social control have been. con-
strained and, pcoplc, especially young people,
have embraced an ethos that values self- -expres-
sion over self-control. The constraints cad be
‘found.in laws, court-rulings and interest-group-
pressure; the ethos is expressed in the unprece-

dented grip that the youth culture Has on

popular music and enterrainment.

One should not exaggerate these constraints.
The police, for example, must now. follow much
more claborate proccdures in stopping, arrest-
ing and questioning suspects. This is burden-
some, but it is not clear that it has materially
reduc,cd their ability to solve crimes or arrest

. criminals. Most homicides, robberies and bur-

- plaries are solved because there is.gyewitness

téstimony. or physical -evidence; conféssions are
not typically the ~critical determinant of a

* successful prosecution. An important excep-

tion involves consensual crimes, such as drug

- . dealing. Lacking a victim or a witness, many .
- prosecutions, depend on undercover drug pur- -’

..chases or overheard conversations, and what

can bé purchased-or overheard is now: far more
tightly regulated.

These consttaints have bccomc pamcula.rly'.

" restrictive with respect to the police’s ability to

"4 maintain order. Gangs, vagrants, panhandlers, -
srowdy teenagers and- graﬁiu pamtcrs were once
‘held in check by curbside justice: threats, rousts

-~ and:occasional beatdngs. Today the threats.are’

- emptier, the rousts. rarer, the bearings forbid- -
+ den. In many. places- vagrancy and public

. ,drunkcnncss have been decriminalized.” In:

_cmcs where the police kicked or airested graffiti

painters. thcy now must organize graffit pamt-
out campaigns.”’
. Many of the same rcstrcunts have reduccd the

" authority ‘of the schoels. Disorderly pupils can

-

still be expelled, but now with much greater
difficulty than once was the case. The pressure to
pass students without demanding much of them
has intensified. As the freedom of studentd-has
growri, that ot .teachers. has: shiunle» The dny-
mense  bureaucratic burdens on classroom

teachers have Jeprived-thent ofbothr time ‘and  ~

power, with the result that they have both less
time in which to-teach and less authority with
which to make teaching possible.

The expansion in personal freedom has been
accompanied by a deep distrust of custodial
institutions. The mentally il were deinstitu-

tionalized in the belief that they would fare
better in community mental health clinics than
in remote asylums, but there weren't enough
clinics to trear the patients, the patients were
not compelled to enter the dlinics and their
families were unequipped to deal with them.
The mentally ill and the drug dependent new
constitute a majority, it is estimated, of home-
less adults on the streets.

Democracy. Americans have two chief com-

... plaints. about our government. One is that it

seems unable or unwillifig to cope adequately
with the costs of prosperity and the darker'side
 of freedom. The other is that it has notmanaged
to extend that prosperity and freedom to every-
one. These two views are notin principle incom-

. patible, but many Americans suspect that in -
= practice they are. That'is oné€ reason, 1 think,

that race reladons are, at least rhctoncally,
_bad, Whites think the government is too toler-
“ant of crime, gangs, dLug abuse and disorderly
‘behavior; blacks think itis too preoccupied with -
Jaw and order and not concerned enough with -
.ending racism and widening opportunmcs.
. Public reagtion to the Los Angclcs nots ex-.
prcsscd that tension.  ~

" ‘But even if that tension did not exist, it is, fot:
‘clear thar ‘democracy, ‘American st:ylc, ¢ould
cffcctwc]y meet. popular expectations. Those
‘expectations are thar government should be
nonintrusive and huve.a balanced budget; spcnd
more. mouey on education, health care, crime .
conitrol and .environmental protection; strike”
the right balance between liberty and order; and

» solve.the problems of racism, drug, abuse, school
failures and senseless violence, :

T am not making this up. Every" poil that I ;-
~knowsof taken over the last few decades shows
that large majorities think that® ‘the federal:gov-

:ernment taxes too heavily and spends.too - -

little, that deficit financing is wrong; and that "
'Washington should solve problems that' no
state or loeal government has becn ablc to
solve.

If people aie asked how the govemment
can reconcile more spending; lower taxes and
4 balanced budget, the answer they give is
clear: Eliminate waste, fraud-and mismanage-
ment. That no amount of waste reduction,
fraud detection and bureaucratic reorganiza-
tion can possibly achieve this n:concih:xtion
seems bcsxdc the point. :

Democmqy,- American style does
not lend itself to making tough
choices. The Constitution” was
written not to make governing easy
but to make it bard; not to
empower leaders but to frustrate
them.



7. Contradictions of an Advanced Capltalist State

The extraordinary standard of
living that makes Americans the
envy of so.much of .the world. ... .
extends to the criminal as well as
the noncriminal; the rising tide bas,
indeed, lifted all-boats; “including
those carrying pirates.

Now; a suong, decisive government might

cut through the rhetoric and actually make
the “tough choices” of which Americans are

80 fond (provided, of course, that thé tough -

" c¢hoices gore somcone else’s ox). But democ-

© . racy, American style, does not lend itself to

*. making tough choices. The reason Is simple:

. . the: Constitution of the United States. )
That Constitudon was written not to make, =~

governing ecasy but to make’ it hard; not to
" facilitate choices but to impede them; not to.
-.émpower leaders but to frustrate - them. The
© constitutions, written and unwritten, of Euro-
* pean democracies are very different: They were
" designed to allow the government to govern,
subject only to the periodic checks of a popular

" election. Here, popular participation is encour-

aged; there, itis discouraged. Here, the courts
" can overturn presidential and: congressional ac-
tions; there, they cannot. Here, many officials

_ have the power to say *'no” and norne has the.
power to say “yes” and make i stick; there, a,

 prime minister can say *yes” and make it stick.

European democracies are designed toberun
by leaders like Ross Perot. Of course, abroadno .

one like Rass Peror would have a chance of

becoming a leader, because the system for pick-.

_ing officials is designed to insure thac only

insiders and never ousiders have a chance at
. ‘grabbing the golden ring, Candidates for office
" in England and' Europe are chosen by purty
managers, guaranteeing that only people ac-
. ceptable to the managers can be nominated,
“Candidates in the U.S. are picked by people

" . ateending: cancuses, voting in  primaries and

signing petitions, creating the possibility for.

~ candidates detested by party managers to be-
. . come party nominees. : SR E

- This system for making, policy and chioosing

candidates creates quite predicrable results;and’
among them are the very things. that so many

Americans find distastetul about politics.

Politicians, knowing that paity leaders are-

»_-péwerless, -mun -personali- campaigns -igtressing;

media images and relying, on personal attacks. - -
.Knoewing-that mongy is.cssential ro.politics.and,
that party leaders-don’t have much, candidares.

raise funds from individuals and interese groups.
Aware that a primary campaign is the most
important vampaign, incumbents look for ways
to discourage challengers from appearing,.
Once in office, politicians know that it is their
personal visibility and not their party’s slogans

..

that affect their chances of staying in office,
Accordingly, they organize the Congress so that
all members will have large staffs, all members

- will be able to introduce high-profile bills (even
" if- many are doomed to defeat) and as many
" members as possible will have a chance ta chaira
committee or subcommittee. When a bill is
passed, it isin everyoné's interest to insure that it
sicontains something for every important constit-
uency; if the result is confusion or contradiction,
-: the bureaucracy can be left with the rask of
sorting things out, When the bureaucracy can’t

 sort it out—when it can’t both build highways .

and make it casy for people to go to court to
block highway construction—Congress and the:

White House can blame the mess on “the -

" burcaucrats” and promise’ that heads will be
‘knocked and hames takén. = :
~-in making policy in 2 highly participatory
system; officials"will have no incentlve to say
that the government shouldn't rackle a prob-

"’ lem or doesn’t know. how to solve it and

‘every incentive to claim that government
must “do something” and that they know just
_what to do. As a result,, we have crime bills
* that don't reduce crime, drug-abuse bills that
. ~don't turb drug abuse, education bills that

" don't improve learning and. disability ingur-"
_ance that can't define “disabilicy” The more

- such things are done, the more interest groups

i - will- have an-incentive to organize lobbying .
- ¢fforts and open offices in Aashington. The -

inore such officesare’opened, the more prés-
suré there will be for more bills and :the

. :“smaller the chances that any given bill will

* . “systemn at work inan éra of big governmengand. -
» mass participation; what they do scc are the

‘make much sense. ) . R
What Americans don’t see is'a constitutional

" things that they don’t like about politics.’

They sce interminable, expensive, artack-

“based campaigns. They don’t see ‘the fact that

campaigns would ‘be -very - short (about two

N months), much less cxpensive and. (perhaps).,

less attack-based if we didn’t have primary
elections or caucuses, if party managers picked

‘candidates. and: if cindidates had to run de- | '

feriding a party record.

"I'hey see special-interest groups proliferating.
They don't see that these organizatons are
simply the most visible form of popular partici-
pation in government, participation that cannot

appreciate the constraints on the
American police. The Swiss and the
Swedes may strike you as. civilized
people, and they are, but I would
not advise you to provoke the police
in Geneva or Stockbolm.

If J:/Otl =g’ér arrested abroad, you will =
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be extended to individuals without also extend-
ing it to groups, and they don’t sec that having
many interests is a result, not the cause, of big
government.

They see Amcncan polmc ians’ *accused -of
lying, corruption and s¢lf-dealing, They don’t
. see_the lying, corruption- and. scll-dealing in
patliamentary régimes, and: they don’t sce it
because there are not in' those places the checks
and balances and incessant rivalries of Amierican-
style dcmocracy that provide politicians with an
incentive to cxpose such misconduct.

They seé a government that cannet solve thc
-critical -problems of our time. They don't sce.
that no other fret government has solved. those
¢ritical problems, citber, Furopean democracics
_ nin big deficits (often they are, relative to Gp,
- bigger than ours), arc cqually ballled by youth

. disorders and drug abuse and have made even
7 less. progrt:ss in combatting racism.

What, aciizen may ask, dowe getout ofall of

- this conﬁmnon - pettiness, incompetence ; and v

-gridlock::
Prospcmy, freedom and dcmocx‘acy

. Cheer up, Amecricans, You, are ng,lu to be
-grumpy, but there s no system for governing a

large, free and complex socicty such as owrs that -

‘is likely to do much better or make you less
grumpy. If you dor’t believe it, travel.

On your travels you will meet countless peo- -

» ple who want to know how fo immigrate to the

" UL, You will discover that our standard of
living, in purchasing power equivaletits, is the

‘highest in:the world. You will discover that

~ among the larger democracics, our tax rates are
"+ the lowestin the world. You can talk to coriser-
vative leaders in En gland, Germany and Sweden .
who! w1J1 sspeak enviously of a nadon, Amenca o

t

1. FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN POLITICS: Contemporary Views and Values

that has managed to keep the economic burden
of social welfare programs so small. (Relatively
siall, anyway.) American environmental regu-
lations, though sometimes poorly designed and
badly administered, sct.the standard for most of
the world.

Ifyou get arrested abroad, you will appreciate
the. constraints on the American police.. The
Swiss and thé-Swedes may strike you as civilized
peoplc, and-they are, but I would notadvise you
to provokc the pollcc in Geneva or Stockholm., .

If it irritates you that members of Congress
pay themsclves so much and have such large
staffs, try getting-your problems solved by.a -
member of the British House-of Commons or
the French Chambeér -of Deputiés. You -will °

* discover that thiosce skilled débateis and brighit -

intcllects can't really do very much for you. As

individuals; they don’t have much power, And . -

not h'lvuuJ % rituch power, it stands to reason that-

" they won’t be able to vote themselves big .

salaries or Jarge staffs. If you don’t want your
legislators to have many perks, strip theém of
their power—which necessarily “includes Lhc

_power to bielp you

- —And whe you get home, look up the’ pubhc :

opinion polls that comparc how Americans feel
about their country and its institutions with how

_many Europeans feel about theirs. By then you

_ “may not be surprised 1o leamn that. Americans . -
. have ‘much more cdnhdcnct‘ |U] their- institi-

tons, public and private, than Germans,. .

Frenclimen or Spanhx cls have in theirs. Andyou | -
* may not be surprised to-learn that by majoritics:

of roughly ‘two-to-one Americans are riore’

inclined than many Europc'ms to'say that they: - ~

are very proud to be citizens of their country and

- _-wﬂllng, if necessary, to f'ght for it.
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AP GOVERNMENT
“THE POWER GAMT Ihe Unelct,ted

e ' NAME

Part 1

1.

¥ 5 you were a; p@hhman like former ‘Senator Charles Percy of !
you respect and fear the American-Tsraeli Public Action Conumittee (AIPACH?

What are ’the three parts of the unelected powe1 structure ‘that has grown in
Washmgion since the Kennedy. era?

¢

: How dld media coverage of the Tran Hostage Crisis harm the political fufure of
“ P1e31dent ]1mmy Cartex? - s

7
’

. What-are two factors of political life that thie media has'the abﬂ;lty to affect?

T Iow d1d Ndncy Re1ga11 manipulate ﬂu media to change her® image as a a‘xch_
‘high-living, shob dmmg the ‘depths of the 1982 recesswn?

. What is the advantage of a.grassroots lobby ‘effort?

. Whiat ame some bF the fagtors thit make the AARP sich & powerful lobby?

Tiniois, why would

{Save for Patt II on reverse)

AAAAAAA



i

- 13. Wll'ﬂ: evndence is there tht Pres. "Reagan | md S

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Part 11

8. What makes Tony Battista a legend as on staff member of a Congressional
committee?

. Whi ¢ Battista generally had a pOSlthE effective on government. pollcy, in what
way would such a person have the power #o. harm government policy?

0. Why doés a staff member at'the Wiu’fe House llke the National Security Advisor
have’ more power than the Seeretary of: State? :

11. How ‘was it possible for Col. Oliver North and Na’tmnal Semmty depm;y John
" Poindexter to operate an illegal foreign policy schieme out of the White House?

12 Whiat was strange about the staff- mI luence in, geltmg Pres. Reagan to endorse
‘and launch the multi-billion dellar star wars: (SDI) program?’

'_e’tary of Defense Weinberger
didn’ t redlly underslzmd the Strategic Defense Thitiative: (SDT) they were
promotin g?

14. What dilemma does- thé growth of power in the hands of edia, lobbyists and
staff- present to American voters?




AP Government
PAC Bonus Activity

Brady

The following activity is worth 10 bonus points in the test and quizzes category. To obtain all
the points you must complete the following tasks:

1) List the top ten PACS for income received.

2) List the top ten PACS for money disbursed,

3) List the top ten PACS for money on hand (war chest).

4) One PAC with an unusual name will appear in or near the top 1/3 in all three of the
above categories. What is the PAC and what does the acronym stand for?

5) Graph the total number of PACS from 1974 to 2014, as best you can.

6) What is “soft” money?

7) What is “hard” money?

8) What is the Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act and who sponsored it?

9) What is a “527” and what effect did they have on the last two presidential elections
(2008 and 2012)?

10) How did Super-PACS originate and what effects did they have on the last presidential
election (2012)?

Please see me if you have questions about websites and other sources to use.



WHERE DO YOU STAND POLITICALLY?
To find out, take the world-famous...

For years, politics has been represented as a choice between  more accurate representation of the true, diverse political world.
left (or liberal) and right (or conservative). Growing numbers The Quiz measures tendencies, not absolutes. Your score

of thinkers agree this is far too narrow a view — and excludes shows who most agrees with you in politics, and where you
millions of people. The political map on the Quiz gives a much agree and disagree with other political philosophies.

——Scoring: For each statement, circle A if you Agree, M for Maybe (or don't know), or D if you Disagree.——
How do you stand on How do you stand on

PERSONAL ISSUES? 2

100 ECONOMlC ISSUES? 2100
» Government should not censor speech, press, media or Intemet. A M D ® End “corporate welfare.” No government handouts to business. A MD
» Military service should be voluntary. There should be no draft. A MD ®» End govemnment baniers to international free trade. A MD
® There should be no laws regarding sex between consenting adults. A M D ® Let people control their own retirement: privatize Social Security. A M D
® Repeal laws prohibiting adult possession and use of drugs. A MDD ® Replace government welfare with private charity. A MD
® There should be no National ID card. A MD » Cut taxes and government spending by 50% or more. A MD

ZoforeveryA, 10 for every M, and O foreveryD: zoforeveryA, 10 for every M, and 0 for every D:

» NOW FIND YOUR
PLACE ON THE CHART!

Mark your PERSONAL score on the lower-left
scale; your ECONOMIC score on the lower-
right. Then follow the grid lines until they
meet at your political position. The
Chart shows the political group that
agrees with you most.

They tend to support the free market, but frequently want
the government to defend the community from what
they see as threats to morality or to the traditional
family structure.

CENTRISTS favor selective government
intervention and emphasize what they
commonly describe as “practical
solutions” to current problems. They

tend to keep an open mind on

LEFT /RIGHT . .\ political issues. Many centrists
mhe"">< CENTRIST feel that government serves as a
Q'e, check on excessive liberty.

STATISTS want government
to have a great deal of control over
‘ individuals and society. They support
& centralized planning, and often doubt
< whether liberty and freedom of choice are
practical options. At the very bottom of the chart,
left-authoritarians are usually called socialists,

» WHAT DOES
YOUR SCORE ON N\
THE CHART MEAN? ¢ \ 5 tbig Goverament 6

X4
( ¥
e N\
LIBERTARIANS support a great deal of 6@
liberty and freedom of choice in both personal

and economic matters. They believe government’s

only purpose is to protect people from coercion and L) 'éf while right-authoritarians are generally called fascists.

violence. They value individual responsibility, and tolerate '

economic and social diversity. The “World’s Smallest Political Quiz” chart and questions are copyright
. Y - t, Inc. int Quiz without

LEFT-LIBERALS generally embrace freedom of choice in by the Advocates for Self-Government, Inc. Okay to reprint Quiz withou

modifications with credit to the Advocates. The “World's Smallest Political

personal matters, but support central decision-making in Quiz” is adapted from an original idea by David Nolan.

economics. They want the government to help the disadvantaged

in the name of fairness. Leftists tolerate social diversity, but
work for what they might describe as “economic equality.” Ad_vocates for Self-Government

. 269 Market Place Blvd., #106 # Cartersville, GA 30121-2235
RIGHT-CONSERVATIVES favor freedom of choice on

s .~ 800-932-1776 * Email: Quiz@TheAdvocates.org
economic issues, but want official standards in personal matters. " Pax: 770-386-8373 ¢ Weh: www.TheAdvocates.org







Statement One Statement Two

The best way to ensure peace is through military Good diplomacy is the best way to ensure peace

1 . .
strength £ e

This country should do whatever it takes to This country has gone too far in its efforts to
2 .. :
protect the environment & protect the environment £

Too much power is concentrated in the hands ofa  The largest companies do NOT have too much
3 L o
few large companies power

The growing number of newcomers from other

4 countries threatens traditional American customs The growing number of newcomers from other

and values o countries strengthens American society

Government is almost always wasteful and Government often does a better job than people

5 » .
inefficient o give it credit for 2
Government regulation of business is necessary to Government regulation of business usually does
6 o H
protect the public interest 2 more harm than good a
; I often don't have enough money to make ends Paying the bills is generally not a problem for me
meet - ) e
g I'm generally satisfied with the way things are I'm not very satisfied with my financial situation
going for me financially & G
Most corporations make a fair and reasonable
Business corporations make too much profit amount of profit i
10 Religion is a very important part of my life e Religion is not that important to me :
It IS NOT necessary to believe in God in order to It IS necessary to believe in God in order to be
11

' o
be moral and have good values ™ moral and have good values ™~

Our country has made the changes needed to give Our country needs to continue making changes
12 1 s
blacks equal rights with whites & to give blacks equal rights with whites &

Poor people today have it easy because they can Poor people have hard lives because government
139et government benefits without doing anything in  benefits don't go far enough to help them live

;

return e decently ~

Stricter environmental laws and regulations cost Stricter environmental laws and reguiations are
14 . ™
too many jobs and hurt the economy : worth the cost e

. . . . Relying too much on military force to defeat
(5 Using overwhelming military force is the best way terrorism creates hatred that leads to more

to defeat terrorism around the world terrorism e
Racial discrimination is the main reason why many  Blacks who can't get ahead in this country are
16 : ;
black people can't get ahead these days 2 mostly responsible for their own condition (2
The government should do more to help needy '
17 Americans, even if it means going deeper into The government today can't afford to do meCh
debt . more to help the needy

Most people who want to get ahead can make it if Hard work and determination are no guarantee
18 : .
they're willing to work hard e of success for most people &




Statement One Statement Two

. Immigrants today are a burden on our country
19 Immigrants today strengthen our country because because they take our jobs, housing and health

of their hard work and talents ™ care e
. Homosexuality should be discouraged by society
20 Homosexuality should be accepted by society o

Do you consider yourself a Republican,
Democrat, or Independent?



Presidential Debate Bingo!

Hillary Clinton

* Kk k k
Donald Tru

1 N

mp

G o

deplorables”

Syrian refugees Temperament, judgment, Clinton Foundation Iran, Iraq, or Middle East “We don’t win anymore”
experience to be president policy
Colin Kaepernick SCOTUS nominees Income equality, jobs, Releasing his tax returns or | Terrorism
unfair trade deals like her paid speeches
NAFTA
Email Scandal The Khan family ISIS Obamacare
(Clinton or DNC hack)
Putin & Russia “Make America Great “Rigged” election or debate | Taxes NATO or defending our
Again” questions allies
“Basket of “Build the Wall” Benghazi Clinton’s stamina/health “It’s gonna be great,

believe me”







