Monday 10/27

Tuesday  10/27

Wednesday 10/28

Thursday  10/29

Friday 10/30

AP American Government: Unit V

Political Parties and Elections
(Chapters 9 & 10)
“And If I’'m Elected . . .”

Finish Power Game/Review Answers. Documentary:
Campaign Finance “Pay to Play”

Continue Video: ”Pay to Play” Read 198-217 (Up to The
Two Party System)

Quiz over Ch.9 pp. 198-217 (Up to The Two Party System)
Class Work: Ludlum Lesson #18 (Party Platforms - Lesson is in
packet).

Activity: Am I a liberal or conservative?

Quiz, Ch9 pp. 217-229

Video: Kennedy/Nixon Debate 1960

Critical Review Due: “The Selling of the President 1968”
By Joe McGinnis (in packet) ‘

Election video: Primary Colors




Monday  11/2 Quiz Ch10 pp. 231-245 (to Money).
Election video: Primary Colors.

Tuesday 11/3 NO SCHOOL TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DAY!
Youth at Booth Day!

Wednesday 11/4 Summary due on “A Theory of Critical Elections” by V.O. Keys, Jr. in
Woll p. 203. Note: Concentrate on the overall idea of what a
critical election is and don’t get bogged down in detail. Read
the introduction, skim section I. Read sections II and II1.
Define critical election, deviating election, maintaining
election, and reinstating election.

Election video: Primary Colors
Thursday 11/5 Quiz Ch10 pp. 245-262

Flection video: Primary Colors

Friday 11/6  Finish Primary Colors. If time permits: Finish
Liberal/Conservative questionnaire.
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'Key TERMs
" caucus -

- gerrymandermg

: electaons.

Federal Elecnon Commlssmn s .- a

Ageneral eIecuon

dlfferenceé ' _
-] Campalgns are - long and expenswe relymg mcreasmgly’ an -
mmedia-to communicate.

'.. B Campaign ﬁnance 1s a contmual source of reform m
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% Chapter 7

® Elections .can- cause a reahgnment of coahtlons that form -
_political partles

For a full ‘discussion of eleetions and eampaigns, see Ameriqan
Government, 9* ed., Chapter 8 / 10" ed., Chapter 10. : o

CAMPAIGNS

: victory. While a ‘president is limited to two ‘terms of office,
i _ © congressmen often serve for decades and hold a greater incumbency

* districts for grants, projects, and programs constantly rermndmg

congressional candidate can: detach his or. her - record .from:

increasirigly run campaigns independent of the president.

media notices an individual and refers to him as havmg pre31dent1al
for president can .stress their sponsorship of s1gmﬁcant legislation.
command attention quite naturally. Candidates set aside years ‘to run
running a campaign. Huge sums of money must be raised. A large,

env131oned and coordinated; with incumbents: defendlng thelr records
and. cha]lengers attacking incumbents. o

Each state -has two senators,- who. serve for S, .and House
_representatives (the number is determlned by populatlon), who serve

problems:’

..o& Malapportlonment DlStI‘lCtS have at times been created with
very different. populatlons, giving votes in less' populated
districts-more clout.

B Gerrymandering -District boundarles have been drawn to
- faver one party rather than another, which can lead to very
odd-shaped dlStI‘lCtS In addltlon, gerrymandering can be used

:Several str1k1ng deferences e)ust between congressmnal and' :
pre51dent1a1 elections. - Presidential races are - ‘generally more -~
competitive than congressmnal Taces, with the narrower margin of

advantage. While congressmen can take credit in their home states or -

- constituents of these achievements via mail or visits home, presidents
have significant national power but little local power. They must rely - :
more and more on the media for communication.. While a .
Washington and even campaign against the “insiders,” pres1dents are’”
held accountable for all that flows from the nation’s cap1tol With.the -
reduced role .of political parties in Amerlcan pohtlcs congressmnal_

candidates have stopped ’hanging on_ to preSIdentlal coattalls and L :

_ Running for president is a commitment of . several years, of d1zzymg_‘ N
effort and energy, and of a staggering amount of money When the -

. “caliber,” a candidacy has begun.’ Congressmen and senators running. .
Governors, particularly . from. large . and ‘powerful states, often
for the pre51dency ‘Ronald Reagan, for instance, spent six years
paid ‘staff must be established as well as hundreds of volunteers and

advisors. Finally, a campaign strategy and cafipaign themes nust be .

- Running for Congress is a different sort of ammal mdeed  With no
term limits in Congress, incumbents have an e‘xtraordmary advantage '

for two years. House races can be affected by trict boundarles and .
these boundaries have trathlonally been: -;characterlzed by two N
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to make minorities the majority of a district, an issue that has
received contradictory rulings from the Supreme Court.

National and state governments continue to wrestle with these

problems. : S R L

_ With these as a backdrop, individuals start their quest for a seat in
. Congress by acquiring a state-mandated number of signatures. A
“primary election is often held to determine each major. party’s
candidate, though parties have limited influence over who wins. In the
general election, incumbents almost always win. Their independence ~
from "the party. they represent creates a couple. of important _
consequences. First, legislators are closely tuned in to local concerns”
and to those who elected them. Second, their lack of dependence ona -
‘party for election means that party leaders in Congress have little e
influence over them. - . - T T

How CAMPAIGNS ARE CONDUCTED

Especially in presidential campaigns, strategies in primary and general
elections are different. Primaries generally draw a party’s. activists, -
who are often more ideologically stringent than 'voters. at large.
Therefore, a Democratic candidate must appear ‘more liberal -than . -
usual and a Republican more conservative. Without the help of party -
activists, candidates - have - little - success mobilizing - donors and :
volunteers. Political elites play ‘a critical role during the presidential .
primaries. . o e T s -

The first test of the primary season for & 'pres'i_dential candidate is.. . . . . ,.)
not a primary at all, but caucuses in the state of lowa. Held in February - . .
_ of every presidential election year, ‘caucuses are small, precinct-level
meetings held simultaneously throughout the state to select party -
candidates. Candidates must do well in Iowa or face an immediate.
disadvantage in media attention and contributor interest. Winners . .
_ tend to be the most liberal Democrats in the race-and the most.
conservative -Republicans, reflecting the characteristics of the party
- elites. . S e -
New Hampshire traditionally hosts. the first »primaries . of a
campaign. year: The importance of the Iowa caucuses and the New .
Hampshire primaries presents a problem: these electorates- hardly .
represent the American electorate in general. Southern states, sensing
that northern states such as Towa. and New Hampshire have too much
influence on the choice of the nominee, created Super Tuesday -by
moving all of their primaries to the same day in early March. As the.
primary season continues, candidates face the dilemma ‘of being
conservative or liberal enough to get nominated: but mainstream. -’
enough so to hold on to moderate voters in the general election. -
After the primary season has established the candidates from the
two major parties, the general election campaign begins in order to
determine who will be the final victor and ‘officeholder. Two-kinds of
campaign issues emerge. Position issues are. those on which the
candidates have opposing views. Voters are also divided on these. For _ o
instance, in the 2000 election, candidates Bush and Gore disagreed on SR
Social Security, defense, and publi¢’ school voucher systems. Other _ )
issues are of a nature that does not divide the general public. These,
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. called -valence issues, focus on the extent to which a candidate
emphasizes the issue, such as a strong economy-or low crime rates..
Modern campaigns are increasingly waged through television,
debates, and direct mail. Television.time falls irito two categories: paid -
advertising (known as “spots”) and news broadcasts (known - as
““yisuals”). Spots can have an important effect in'some elections. Little- "
known candidates can.increase visibility through frequent use of

spots,-a strategy employed successtully by Jimmy, Carter in 1976. Spots
tend to work better in primary elections than in general-elections; as -
voters have far greater information from various sources available to .
them in general elections. Visuals are vital to any campaign because
they cost little. Filmed by a news-agency, a visual may have greater -
credibility for viewers than a spot does. Campaign- staffs know that
visuals depend on cameras and newsmen being around, so they work
“hard to have their candidate at a place and time that can be easily
filmed and will be of interest to viewers:. Ironically, visuals may be less
. informative than spots because visuals often display the “horse-race” *
aspect of a campaign while spots describe more substantial issues! o
With the growing popularity of tele_visic’m over the past fifty years, - - -
- debates have 'become an integral part of many campaigns. Even - . '
" primaries often include televised debates. While some campaigrs have
profited from debates (notably John F. Kennedy’s in 1960 and Ronald .
Reagan’s in 1980), most debates do not profoundly affect campaigns. If
anyone benefits, it is generally-the challenger. In a debate, a candidate: =~

risks committing the dreaded slip of the tongue, which the mediaand - .

opponents will then attempt to exploit. For this reason, candidates
often resort to stock speeches with' frequently repeated campaign -
themes and proven favorites among supporters. T e

" . The computer and the Interniet are increasingly important factorsin -
campaigns. :The computer makes . sophisticated  direct-mail * - -
campaigning possible and enables candidates to address targeted = .

. voters with specific views. Howard Dean’s - extensive use of the
Internet in establishing himself as a viable Democratic candidate in the
2004 Democratic primaries may well have a profound effect on the
way money is raised in future elections. ’ e

MIONEY AND CAMPAIGNING -

! Campaign finance continues to be a hotly contested political
| issue. Knowledge of the 1974 law is critical to inderstanding
| recent reforms and will likely be part of the AP exam. - A

 Campaigns acquire money from a variety of public and private
sources. During the presidential primaries, candidates receive federal
matching funds for all individuals’ donations of $250 or less; creating
~ incentives to- raise money from small donors. During the general
presidential election, all campaign money comes from the government.
unless the candidate decides not to accept federal money.
Congressional elections are prifharily funded by private donations,
including those of individuals, political action committees (PACs), and



mwmw, PURER A

* ELECTIONS AND CAMPAIGNS %+ 115

political parues Most individual donors give less than $200 with a

: ST maximum of $2,000. PACs are limited to contributions of $5,000,. but

most give significantly less than that. Incumbent candidates typlca]ly
receive one-third of their campaign funds from PACs and rarely have .
to spend their own money on a campaign. Cha]lengers often supply a- - -
greater- percentage of their own campaign funds than incumbents do.
Coupled with other 1]legal donations, the Watergate scandal of the-

———————1§ 705 TonVviIIced Congress 1o "pass thie 1974 Federal Campaign Reform
Law and, as part of it, create the Federal Electlon Commission (FEC)
The law included several provisions: - S

B The lnmt on 1nd1v1dual donatlons 1s $'1 000 per cand1date per. -
election. '

& The prev10us ban on corporate and union donations was'
reaffirmed, but PACs can be created to raise money instead.

B PACs have to consist of at least fifty volunteer members, glve
to at least five federal candidates, and: limit their donations-to

~ $5,000 per electlon per. candldate ‘and $'15 000 per year to any A

political party. . .

L Primary and general elecnons count separately for donatlons

@ Public funding for presxdentlal campaigns includes matching -
funds for presxdenual primary. candidates who meet fundmg' :
stipulations; full funding for pres1dent}al general campaigns for -
major party candidates; and partial funding for mirior party -
candidates that had, at least 5 percent of the vote in the
prevmus elecnon

Campalgn spendmg mcreased dramancally as a result of the- law
'Loopholes in .the .Jaw include mdependent expendltures allowmg
‘PACs to spend as much as they want-on advertising as long asitisnot
coordinated with a.specific campalgn, ‘and- soft money, by which
- unlimited funds can be donated to a poht1cal party -as long as a

" candidate is not named. Soft. money can then be passed on to
candidates from the party. - '

Independent expenditures and soft money led to campalgn ﬁnance _
reform in 2002. Reforms included a ban on soft money given to
national parties, an increase in the limit of an individual donation (up
to $2, ,000), and a restriction on advertisements referring to a candidate
by name thirty days before a primary and sixty days before a general-
election. The full impact of these reforms remains to be seen. - - :

Party affiliation, the state of the economy, and the character of the o
“candidate . probably influence votlng more- than money does.. . -
Congressional races are no doubt- more affected by ‘money.
~ Challengers must spend . a significant -amount of money to be
recognized, and big-spending incumbents also tend to do better. Even
so, party, incumbency, and issues play a large role in congressmnal
races. It is difficult for a challenger to  overcome.not only an
incumbent’s money but also his credit claiming, mailing prlvﬂeges, and'
“free pubhc1ty from sponsoring legislation.

L T
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. ELECT |ONS AND PARTY ALIGNMENTS

Several factors determme who wins electlons Party identification still -

matters, but Democrats are more likely to vote for a Republican than "
“vice versa. Republicanis also tend to get more of the independent vote.
Issues in part1cular that of the economy, help determme electlons A

L

HUUI CbUllUJll‘y Ay LLl’

strong economy generally means reelection. Campalgns do make a

difference in.an election, however, mainly by reawakening voters’
loyaltles and a]lowmg vaters to see the character and core values of a_
‘candidate. Retrospective voters, those. who look at how things have
. gone in the recent past, often decide elections. They vote for the party

in the White House if they like what has happened and vote against
that party if they do not.

If a candidate is going to win, he or she must bulld a winning
coalition, or combination of several distinct groups. Traditionally the
Democratic coalition has been African Americans, Jews, Hispanics,
Catholics, southerners, and union members Republicans have Jlong

_ had a coalition of business and professiénal people as ‘well as many -
farmers. Coalitions historically have been reorganized under- certain :-
conditions: Realignment describes -this reorgamzatlon of a party’s.
'followmg Reahgnment occurs when a: new issue arises that cuts
across existing party divisions—for example, slavery or a weak
‘economy. Some political scientists feel that the nation-is due for . -
another realignment and that the 1980s might have -started omne. Yet‘ '
neither the- 1984 nor the 1988 electlon truly s1gnaled a reahgmng shift
-among the voters. Perhaps parties are actually decaying far more than
" they are realigning as twenty-first-century. pohtlcs begms to emerge—

a process called deahgmnent by some.

Multiple-Choice -Questions f

1. Presidential and congresswnal races dlffer in all of the followmg
ways EXCEPT '
A). presidential races are more competitive than races for the
7 House of Representatives
~ (B) a much smaller proportion of people vote in congress1onal o

races in nonpresidential election years . :

(C) members of Congress can get credit for the consutuent service
they provide

(D) candidates for Congress can dlsassoc1ate thernselves from
what is going on in Washington, D.C. .

(E) congressional elections receive more national fundlng than
‘presidential electlons

ANSWER: E. Al of the statements are true- except the last one. Only

qualifying presidential candidates receive federal funding (Amencan :

Government, gt ed., page 186/ 10% ed:, page 232)

i
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Amerlcan pohtlcal partles are among the oldest in the world. At one
time parties could mobilize Voters in a way that 'gave local machines
enormous power Today, partles are relatively weak because the laws
and rules under which they operate have taken away much of their: .
power. In addltlon, many Amerlcans have lost the1r sense . of )
commltment to. any partlcular party.
i KEY TERMS
divided govermhent S political'"party _
economic-protest party R -re_ah,'-gnmexit
', factional party ’ Republicans -
‘ Federalists = s S ' solidarity party
: " ideological parw . . split ticket
Jacksonian Democrats i . sponsoéred party.
minor party i - '_superdeleg'ates'- .
' : no-mmatlng convenfion = _ third party
- ~ one-issue party - N two—party system
plurality system ' : Whlgs : "
political machines ' ’ - wmner-take all system
1 Key CONCEPTS | | o
B Political partles once strong in the United States, are now
| mcreasmgly weak. o o
B Political parties function dlfferently at the national, state, and ~ g
local levels. : o /
g
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= The United States has a strong two—party system that makes it
difficult for minor parties to-succeed.

B Political party delegates often dlﬂ"er 1deologlca]ly from average }
voters. .

For a full dlscussmn of pohtlcal partles see American Govemment 9th o
ed., Chapter. 7 /10%ed,, Chapter 9.

THE RISE AND DECLINE OF POLITICAL PARTIES

A" political party is a group that seeks: to elect candidates to public
office by giving those candidates an identification that is recognizable |
to the electorate. While European parties generally command: great
loyalty, parties in this country have become relatively weak. = .

Parties change over time. Critical periods produce sharp, lasting
realignments of the parties. Such a shift might occur at the time of an
election or just after: Good examples - mclude the election of 1860, -
which made the Republicans a major party, and the election of 1932, -
which began the era of the New Deal. Electoral realignments seem to
occur when a new issue of great importance cuts across existing party -

‘lines and replaces old issues that previously had. held a party together:
New coalitions combine to form a dlfferent composmon ‘within a
party.

Although the Founders® dlshked partles and ‘guarded agamst them
parties quickly emerged in the young repubhc ‘Thomas.Jefferson. and
Alexander Hamilton had a number: of policy dlsagreements ‘even'while.
serving in George Washmgtons ‘administration. Their' followers
developed into loose caucuses -that became the first political parties.
Jefferson’s followers were labeled the Repubhcans—not the -
precursors of today’s Repubhcan party—and Hamilton’s followers o

~ were called the Federalists. Though the Republicans had early success -
_in national elections that led to the demise of the Federalists, the
parties were both relatively weak and little more than heterogeneous
coalitions. ,
.. Andrew Jackson and his followers changed the party system by
makmg it a fixture of the masses. By 1832, presidential electors were ”
selected by popular vote in most states, giving the common man
greater impact. Jackson’s party, the Democrats—the original members
of today’s Democratic party—built from the bottom up. Presidential : .
caucuses, at which party leaders nominated preSIdentlal candidates, . -
were replaced by a national party convenhon Another- party the -
Whigs, emerged to oppose the Jacksonian Democrats. R

The two parties that came out of the Jacksonian- period were the
first truly national parties, but they were unable to survive the.
sectionalism created over the issue: of slavery. The modern. Repubhcan
party began as a third party and became a major party as-a result of

" the Civil War. Republican dominance of the White House,-and to a
lesser extent of Congress, for the following severnty-five years was the
result of two forces. ‘Supporters of the Union during the Civil War
Jbecame Republicans for several generations, while former -
Confederates consolidated as Democrats. Republicans later benefited
from the presidential candidacy éf Democrat William Jennings Bryan
in 1896. Bryan’s populist stances made him unpopular with Democrats
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in the Northeast, furthering the North-South split “of the parties.

Because of this sectionalism, most states came to be dominated by one
" party, with factions developing within each party.
Reform of the party system began with the progressives of the early o

1900s and was amplified during the New Deal. Progressives pushed

measures that were designed to curtail the power and influence of
both local and natlonal party activities. Primary elections were favored"

The number of voters who practice ticket splitting continues

- over nomlnaung LOHVBIIU.OIIS Nonpartsan electons. arthne local.ana

sometimes state levels became commonplace. Party alliances .with
business were halted. Strict voter registration requirements. became
the norm, as did civil service reform to eliminate patronage. Initiative

and referendum measures were started in many states to allow citizens-

to vote directly on. proposed legislation. These reforms reduced the

worst kinds of corruption. At the same time, they weakened the parties

by allowing officeholders to be- less accountable to them and by - -

‘hindering coordination of parties across the branches of government. .
In recent.decades the Democrats: -and Republicans have seemed to. .- -

be decaymg and dealigning; not realigning as in.earlier eras. The

proportion. of those: identifying with a party declined between 1960

_and 1980 while the proportion of those yoting a split ticket (voting for .
one party for-certain offices- and - another party for other -offices). .
increased. Ticket' splitting creates divided .government, in: which. -

different parties control the .White House 'and -Congress. Divided

: government is strong ev1dence of the overall weakemng of the partles -

| to increase. Divided government is a direct result of ticket | |
splitting. Both ticket splitting and divided government are
likely to appear on the AP exam.

' PARTIES AT THE NATIONAL, STATE, AND LOCAL LEVELS

At the nation—al'ievel,.the two major parties appear to be quite similar'.. '

Both hold national conventions every four years -to- nominate the

presidential carididates. Both have a- national committee composed of -

delegates from the states, who manage affairs between conventions.

_ Congressional -campaign - committees - support - congressional
candidates W1th party money; and a natlonal chalr manages daily -

work.

became a well-finariced, highly staffed organization devoted to
funding and electing Republican candidates, especially to Congress.

- Democrats changed their rules for nominating presidential candidates,
- altering the distribution of power in the party. Consequently the

Republicans became an. efficient bureaucracy while the Democrats
became quite factionalized. Repubhcans were also the ﬁrst to take
advantage of computerized rnalhngs building a huge file of names of-

people who had given or might give money to the party. Eventually

_ The .party structures of the Democrats and Repubhcans took. :
different paths in the late 1960s and early- 1970s. The Republicans. |
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- ‘the Democrats adopted the same techniques, and both parties began.
to focus on sending money to state parties, sidestepping federal
spending restrlctions a loophole referred to as soft money. :

The major event of the national parties is the national convention.
“ The national committee sets the time and place for each convention,’
held every presidential election year. Different formulas are used to -

allocate delegates at the conventions, Democrats in recent decades ’

have tended to shift delegates away from the south to the North and .

the West. Republicans have shifted delegates away from the East and -

towards the South and the Southwest. Ideologically this has caused

the Democrats to move more to the left and the Republicans more to 7 - -

the right.

In addition, the Democrats have estabhshed dlfferent rules for thelr
convention. In the 1970s, the McGovern-Fraser Commission was
charged with making representation-at conventions more diverse and
democratic. As a result, thé ‘power of local party leaders was o

_ weakened and the proportion of women, African Americans, youth, : -

- and Native Americans attending the convention was increased. Later o -
reforms reestablished some of the influence of elected officials by

 reserving 14 percent of the delegates, for party leaders and- elected

. officials; who would not have to commit themselves in advance'to a

presidential candidate. These became known as superdelegates.

Democrats have also.changed the distribution of delegates drawn.
from state primaries and caucuses. A. state’s delegates are divided
among candidates who receive at least 15 percent of the vote, rather
than the traditional winner-reward system -that gave prlmary and
caucus winners extra delegates. -

The-conventions of both parties have changed fundamientally, and
probably permanently Primary elections and grassroots caucuses’ now
choose delegates once selected by party leaders. As a result the
national party conventions are no longer places where party leaders - _ o
meet to bargain “over the selection of their presidential candidates. . : - |
They are instead places where delegates come together to ratify Co S -
choices already made by party activists and primary voters. S |

National party . siructures have changed, but grassroots T ' |
organizations have withered. As a result, state party 'systems have
sought to redefine their role. Every state has a Democratic party anda
Repubhcan party each of which typically consjsts of a state- central
‘committee, county - committees, and sometimes various. local
committees. Distribution of power differs from state to state.

‘At one time, state and local parties held power through pohtlcal
- machines. These recruited - members - through incentives such as’
money, jobs, and political favors. Party leaders held great control and.
power, and abuses were commonplace. Gradually the corruption -of
machines was_controlled thirough voter registration, civil service, and -
the Hatch Act, which made it illegal for federal civil service employees. -
to take an active part in a political campaign while on the job. Changes
in the profiles of voters also doomed the machines. Voters grew in -
education, income, and sophlstlcatlon, and they came to depend less
on the advice, help, and leadership ‘of local party officials.

Today state and local parties deal with several modern trends that
-seem to be taking parties in the opposite direction from the old
political machines. Many voters are drawn to ideological groups for
whom principle is more important than winning an election. These
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_tend to be smgle—lssue activists within one of the two parties. Other
modern voters are motivated by the “game” of politics. Loyal voters,
‘they nonetheless are often difficult to. mobilize. Sometimes. a strong
party organlzatlon can be created from -a preexisting organization.

These aré known as sponsored - parties. For example,  the ‘lacal

. Democratic party in Detroit. was developed out of the United - Auto N
- ‘Workers union. The drawbacks of solidary groups (political party

= or"gamzéit're'r‘l‘s‘"b’aTse—d'f:E')'r'i“a_ Triendship network) and: sponsored parties .
have led many candidates to seek personal followings at state-and local -

levels. These require an appealing personality, an extensive network,

‘hame recognition, and money. The Kennedys. in- Massachusetts, the
- Talmadges. in Georgia, the Longs in Louisiana, and the Byrds jn .
Virginia, all have developed strong personal followings in their states.,
Dealing with these trends is difficult for local partles as. they struggle:;_ -

to define their role-in the twenty-ﬁrst century. -

THE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM AND MINOR PARTIES -

The United States has a: two-party system that dates back to’ the
original partles—the Republicans and the Federahsts Several umque* '

features are responsible for this system

Elections at every level are based on the plurahty winner-take- all
method. A plirality system means that the winner is the-person who-
gets the most votes, even if he or she does not get a majority of all"

votes cast."Some countries require majorities through runoff elections

. or give legislative seats based on proportional representation. Either
~of these éncourages a multiparty system. The most dramatic example

of the winner-take-all principle is the electoral college. In all but two

_states, Nebraska and Maine, the presxdentlal candidate who wins the "

most popular.votes in a state wins all of that state’s electoral votes.

~ Minor parties cannot compete under this system because they ‘are ~
unable to get enough votes to_ defeat a major party candidate.
Another explanation for’ the endurance of the two-party system is

found-in the opinions of the voters. There has always been a rough

parity between the two parties, and most voters have been satisfied to .
let theirindividual beliefs fall into one of the two broad cealitions ‘that " -
the parties represent, Bitter dissent within parties has been quite .
common, but only sparingly has such dissent drlven voters to a third

party.

scene. These tend to fa]l into one of four categones

@ Ideologlcal parties These tend to be at the edges of the
political spectrum. Some examples are the Socialist party, the
Communist party, the Green party, and the Libertarian party.
One-issue parties Minor parties often address a single issue.
Examples include the Prohibition party (to ban alcohol) and the
Women's party (to obtain women’s votirig rights).

® Economic protest parties These partles often- regional,

protest against depressed econormc conditions. Examples
include the Populist party, the’ Reform party (under Ross Perot),
and the Greenback party.

Though rarely successful at getting candidates elected minor -
_parties, or third parties, have often come on the American political

i
N’ .
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# Factional parties Splits in the ma]or parties can- create a

* factional party, usually over the identity and philosophy of the

. major party’s presidential cindidate. Examples include the
~ “Bull Moose" Progresswe party and the States’ nghts party. .

- Threugh concessions, minor par_ties 'often have»lmpact in »getting, :
the major parties to address their issues. The minor- parties with

-

probably the greatest infhience on policy are factional parties. 1he -
threat of a factional split is significant to-either party, and the ma]or
partles often. go to great lengths to‘avoid such a split.

DELEGATES AND VOTERS

e o :
When a party nomlnates a pre51dent1al cand1 @;e,ﬁ must seek an

appeahng, moderate candldate but must also %ﬁi ghss;dents in the

; wholef«@an the party s --voters; e} _ elegates, -more |
conservative. ‘Today’s- delegates. -are ofnen ..ssue-orlented activists.
- While they help create the broad coalition necessary to- elect -a
president, they sometimes. can nommate a. candidate unacceptable to
the party’s rank-and-file voters.
This disparity between delegates and voters accounts to some
- extent for the:low number- of Democratic presidential. candldates
“elected 'since 1968, with several liberal-céandidates lacking appeal -to
" moderate votets. The 1964 candidacy of Barry Goldwater, a staunch
conservative, illustrates the same phentmenon at work within the
Republican party On the campaign trail, - candidates must limit
‘themselves to issues that most of the: party agrees on because of the
wide range of beliefs within a party. However, by doing this, the
-candidate can nsk losing the vote of the more 1deologlca]1y extreme
voters.
- ‘While the parties have far less lmpact than they did a century ago,
they continue to play a 31gmﬁcant roIe in the voting- hablts and pohtlcal
activities of Americans.

| Multlple-Chouce Qu;estl.ons
1. How do Amerlcan pohtlcal partles compadre ‘with pohtlcal partles in
Europe?
(A) American parties are stronger ‘and have more loyal members :
(B) American parties are more centralized, with more control by
the national party orgamzatlons
(C) Because of federalism, American political partles are
decentralized, with significant power at the state and local
levels.
(D) For the past three decades, the party that controls Congress _
‘ has usually controlled the presidency.
(E) National law regtﬂates European parties heavily.

i
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POLITICAL PARTY ERAS IN AMERICAN HISTORY

1796-1824: The: Federahsts ,
" Purpose: to ga‘ther suppert for Ham;lien s
national bank -
CoaI‘tlon’ ' Capltahsts

1796- 1824: The Democratlc Republicans
Led by: -Jefferson; ‘Madison, & Monroe
. Coalition: -agrarian mterests (rural ‘South) -

g 1828 1860: ;_The wmgs

THE BEGINNING OF THE MODERN POLITICAI_ PARTY S’YSTEM

:Led'by: “Henry Clay & Dame! Webster
. Coahhon ‘northern mdustnallsts and
o sou‘ﬂlem piarﬁers o

I51§65 1’932 _Re ubllcan Pa.i'-,_i’ .

Cua‘l;ﬁon anfti-«siavew Wh]gs & Eemocrats

.Favored:". golél standard; industrialization, -
banks; Tiigh* ta‘nffs' industril "Wcs]mng
class .

1%B-Prefsent Era o:f Dmded Gevemmen"t -
. ' Re .ubhcans tiave won: 5 eut oF 7 elections

vEﬁiciency

e ,‘, The .R' ubIlcans have hecame ‘Ihe F’arty of

1828- 1860‘ 13emocrat|c‘Re' ubllcan Party
“Led by: Andrew Jac‘ksan '
Coalx’hon ‘westerners,. southerners new

o 1mm|grants _

1806 Efction: Wid. Bryan & "free silver” -

» 1932-1968 The New BeaI Coalition: {Don

Caalihm -urban dwellers, {abor umé‘ns' e
CathnhcsiJews, pOoE;: saumemers, Aﬁm‘ j
Amencans, mteﬂex:%ua?s c

- :_196E—Preseni. The' ‘Bemeerais as the Party of
_ Represshtaﬁan '

1988 Chicago: Cﬂnvenﬁen noi resﬁted in- ihe
McGeve_m-Fsaser -‘Commission -
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AP, United States Government and Politics

Lesson'18 -

Handout 18 (page 1)

Issue i

«-_-Dcfen;@-.,_ L

s Superpower'

Relaﬁons

Central -

- '‘America
' Tlade-

. Economics .

) Spending
-Cuts
Taxes

. Health
’ .-i'-:ducation
i Drugs-
‘Housirig-_ N
- " Environment
Women
Minorities

Farm

Crime -

three questlons at the cnd of part A.

: Democratic Platform Position

Calls for “stable” defense spending and
“readiness and mobility™ over “dubious
new weapons.”

:'Calls for testirig intentions of new Soviet

leadefs on arms control, emigration, hir-
‘man rights, then reciprocating; allies

- should .pay for more of common defense.

Support. for Arias plan; no mention of

. contras

’ _~Use all tools “to export more goods and
fewer jobs.” -

“Advance. notice of plant closings. major

layoffs; opposmon to’ unproductive merg-
ers, takeovers.”

_Restram defense spendmg. farm subsx-.

dies.

-Calls for“the wea]t.hy and the Pentagon to

pay-“fair share,” for “investing in America”

and reducing deficit.

. “Every fanﬁly should have the security of -
" basic health insurance.™ '
- Deserves “highest pnonty no one to be
- denied- college for lack of funds._create .
_ National Teachér Corps.

Calls for "drug czar” empowered to use

- every agency necessary, including armed

forees.

; :;F _ “Steps should be taken to ensufe a decent
K place to live for every . American

" Calls for aggressive enforcement of toxic.

cleanup, anti-dumping laws, ban on off-

- shore drilling in sensitive areas.

’ Supports Equal-.Rights Amendment. Sup-

ports pay equity. Supports right to abor-
tion regardless of ability to pay.

Supports affirmative -action .goals, time-_

tables and procurement set-asides.

Mix of supply management and “reason-
able™ price supports.

Calls for ban of “cop-killer” bul]ets abhors
greed in economy and in Reagan adminis-
tration.

Name__

" Date

Issue
Defense

- Superpower

Relations

Central~
America

- Trade

Econorr_iics

Sp,endin'g

- Cuts

“Taxes

-Health

Education

Drugs-

Housing:

Environment

Women

Minorities

"Farm

Crime

_Thev D‘iﬁiﬂ‘fe'x___jgnce between Democrats and R—epublicans

Republican Platfor_m Position

Calls for ,mode'mizing land, sea and air

nuclear arms (B-1, B-2, Trident, MX) and - T

for “rapid and certain” deployment of stra-
tegic defense not subject to negotiation:
600-ship Navy with two new carriers; up-
dated chemical weapons.

Avoid. “naive inexperienceoroverly enthu-
siastic endorsemernitof current Soviet rheto-
ric™; Soviets must release political prison-
ers, open borders.

- Supports mi}itary aid to Nicaraguan
_contras.

Renews free-trade commitmient. -

Supports enterprise zones, deregulation, -
free-market prmcl.ples :

“With Gramm-Rudman and a flexible )
freeze,” budget can be balanced by 1993:

“Weopposeany attempts toraise taxesand’
support new tax iné¢entives for saving:
lower taxes on capital gains: taxpayers’

" Billof Rights. N

‘Nationalized medicine" isdisastrous; com-
petition and choice are only cost-cutters.

Parents have right to-control child's educa--
tion; competitio‘n'. choice produce quality.

“Strict accountability” for users and traf-
fickers.

“The ‘best housing policy is sound eco- -

‘' nomic policy; low inflation rates, low inter- -

‘est'rates and the availabihty ofa _)Ob with .
a good paycheck

Takes credit for Superfund Act but a]so o

supports cost-benefit analysis of clean-
ups; urges new nuclear power plants with

“uniform design.

Opposes Equal Rights Amendment; sup-.
ports rights of fetus that “cannot be -in-
fringed” for any reason; opposes public
-funding of abortion.

-Expanding economy should prowde op-.
portunity for all regardless of race or
gender; opposes timetables, quotas.

Opposes productloneontrols upholds price
support system of 1985 farm bill.

_Supportsdeath penalty for capital crimes; ‘

would deny prison furlouighs. for murder-
‘ers; opposes gun contol.!

RonaldD. Elvmg “Party Platforms Helped Shape Fall Campaigns CbngresszonalQua.rterlyWeeklyReport(Octobern 1988): 3042—3043
© COPYRIGHT. The Center for Learning. Used with permission. Not for resale.
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AP Umted States Govemment and Pohtlcs . o Name,
Lesson 18 ) ) . -
Handout 18 {page2y "~~~ v o o . Date

1 What are the major issues on which the Democratic and ‘Republican party platforms agree‘? Be

specific. Do not just list the issues.

.2."~Whatare the sxgmﬁcant pomts of disagreement in the platforms of the Democratlc and Repubhcan
partles‘? Be spec1f1c Do not _]l.lSt hst the issues :

. 3. Based on your analysxs of these planks in the Democratxc and Repubhcan party platforms what ‘

evidence is there that a major difference exnsts between the Democrats and Republicans
concemmg the role of government in socmty Use specific references to the platforms ;

© COPYRIGHT, The Center for Learning. Used with permission.-Not for resale.
96
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2013-2014 Contribution Limits for Individuals, PACs, and Parties

Donors | Recipients - Special Limits

|

! Contributions to “SuperPACs™ or other entities that make only independent expenditures (as opposed to contributions to candidates or party committees) are exempt from both
the $5,000/year recipient limit and the biennial aggregate limit.
* These are combined limits, shared with federal accounts of all other state & local committees of same party in same state.

THIS DOCUMENT IS A FACT SHEET. IT IS FOR GENERAL INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT LEGAL ADVICE.
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~Lesson 20 | : . .
Handout 20 (page 1) ' _ N Date__

Cqmpaign :lﬁnancing: fI‘h_e,Federal Ele(ition Campaign Act

R\G‘NM- FEC—) ‘;‘2}. B"M$M
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Part A ) ' C

- Contribution Limits
To Candidate or | To National Party | Td Any Other Total
. His/Her Authorized | ~ Committee* Committee Contributions
- Contributions From: .. Committee | Per Calendar Year? | Per Calendar Year | Per Calendar Year
‘Individual _ " $1,000 | - $20000- |  $5000 - $25,000
R Per Election® o L ' o
|. Multicandidate ~~ * | $5,000 © $15,000 - $5,000 - |- No Limit
1 Cqmmittce“ ' Per Election - . .
| - Party Committee * $1,0000r $5,000° |  No Limit $5,000 |  NoLimit
S : . Per Election ' i ) . L . :
| Republicanor . - - $17,500° | .- Not ‘. | . Not - Not *
‘} Democratic Senatorial; . . | - Applicable .©. .| - Applicable - Applicable
' Campaign Committee,® _— L T ' 7
‘or the National .Party | o L ' )
Committee, or a Com- : ‘ - .
bination of Both ‘ ) : ’
"Any Other Committée |  * $1,000 - f$!—2o,,ooo . | %5000 ~|) -NoLimit
or Group® ' R » Per Election 1 - ' R R i

specific-election of a.clearly identified candidate aré counted as if made during the year in-which'the election is held.

election, and party caucus or convention which has authority-to select the nominee. .

" nonconnected committee may qualify as a multicandidate committee.

* SLimit depends on whether or.not party committee is a multicandidate cpmmittce.'- o R )
‘ 6Republican and Democratic Senatorial Campaign committees-are subject to all other limits applicable to a multicandidate .

committee.- : o : . . E
To Senate candidate per calendaryear in which candidate seeks election. " -

- organization, partnership or group of persons.’

" For pui‘poses of this limlt each of the following is dor;éidéred a national party comnﬁl;_te’g} a.party's national comnmittee, the '
Senate Campaign committees and the National Congressional committees, provided they are not authorized by any candidate.
2Calenidar year extends from January 1 through December 31. Individual contributions made or ¢armarked to influence a -

"3Each of the following elections is considered a separate election: primary.election, general election, runoff ele¢tion, special ‘|

. 4A multicandidate committee is any committee with miore than 50 contributors which has been registered for at least six
_ months and, with the exception of State party committees, has made contributions to five "br,'morebl"ederal‘cavr'ldidates. A

*Other committee may include a nenconnected committee riot qualified as a multicandidate committee; group inclixdes,an

 Table .20.1. Federal:Election: Comimission “Campaign Finanée-liéfor—in,' Cohgfessibna_.l Digest (October, 1990} 229,

© COPYRIGHT, The Center for Learning. Used with permission. Not for resale.
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Joe McGinniss 231

awdre of government decisions affecting their lives and are capable of ren-
dering rational -judgments:on-the-actions of political leaders. At the same
- time, Key pointed out that voter rationality depends upon the rationality of .
political campaigns, although he argued that i many instances voters are -
clever enough.to seeth rough-political propaganda. Joe McGinniss described .
in-his book The Selling of the President 1968 how public relations experts and
olitical propagandists view the electorate and also demonstrated how these

> airecteq themanagement.of President Nixon's.campaign ‘in 1968,
Readers should ask themselves how a rational democratic electorate can be

maintained:if the political leadership holds votersin such low estéem.

Joe Mchnzss

 THESELLINGOFTHE

- PRESIDENT 1968

olitics, in a sense, has always been-a con game. ~ - . -
The American voter, insisting upon-his belief in a higher order, clings to his
eligion, which promises another, better life; and defends passionately the illusion -
that the men he chooses to lead him are of finer nature than he. ' .
" It has been.traditional that ¢the successful politician honor this illusion. To
cceed today, he must embellish it Particularly if he wants.to be, President.
> “Potential presidents are measured against ani ideal that’s a combination of
léading man, God, father, hero, pope, king, with maybe just a touch of the avenging
furies thrown in,” an adviser to: Richard Nixon wrote in a membrandu_m late in
967.- Then; pethaps aware that Nixon -qualified only as father ‘he discussed
improvements that would have to be made-—not upon Nixon himself, but upon .
e image of him which was received by the \_rdt(‘f,'n: ' L T
That fhérc.-is_'.éjdiffeijén;‘:e between '.t,héri’nd_iy_idlial» and his imagc is human
ture. Or_American nature, at least. That ‘the . difference -is 'exaggerated and

ploited electronically is. the-reason for this book. . I

. Advertising, in many ways, is:a con game, too. Human beitigs do not neednew
utomobiles every third year; a'color television set. brings little enrichment of the

man experience; a-higher.or lower-hemline no expansion of -consciousness, no
ncrease in the capacify to love.. . - o

From Joe MCGinniss, The Selling of the President 1968 (New York: Simori ¢ Schuster, 1969); chap. -
- Copyright @ 1969, by qum;ac_, Inc. Reprinted by permission of Simon & Schuster, Inc. -
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It is not surprising, then, that .p(;liticians- and .advertising men shoﬁld-havg :
discovered one another. And, once they recognized that the citizen did,not so-
rmuch vote for a candidate as make a psychological purchase of him, not spsprising

- that they began to work together. - - ) e
., The voter, as reluctant to face political rea{ ity as any other kfncﬂ-tﬁs hardly
an unwilling victim. “The deeper problems connected with adve'r'_tisi‘hg;”r Daniel

_ Boorstin has written in the The Image, “come less from the unscrupuloiisness of our

‘deceivers’ than from our pleasure in being deceived, less from the desire to seduce

than from the desire to-be seduced. ... - . e

“In the last half-century we have misled ourselves . . . aboutmen . .. and how .
much greatness can be found ameng them. . . . We have become $0 accustomed to

. our illusions.that we mistake them for reality. We demand them. And we demand -
- that there be always more of them, bigger and. better and more vivid.” .

The presidency seems the ultimate extension of our error. o

“Advertising agencies have tried openly to-sell presidents sinice 1952. When
Dwight Eisenhower ran for reelection in 1956, the agency of Batton, Barton,
ich had beenon a tetai_ner.throughout his first four years;

Duistine and Osborn, whi
accepted his campaign as a regular account. Leonard Hall, national Republican
chairman, said: “You sell your candidates and your programs the way a business
sells its products.” ' : ' 2 .
The only change over:
sophistication has increased, so has circumspection.
from the parlor but were given a suite upstairs.
What Boorstin says of advertising: “It has meant a reshaping of our very
concept of truth,” is particularly true of advertising-on V. S :
~ With the coming of television, and the knowledge of how it could be used to
seduce voters, the old political values~ disappeared. Something hew, murky,
undefined started to rise from the mists. “In all ‘countries,” Marshall McLuhan
writes, “the party system has folded like the organization chart. Policies dnd issues
are useless for election purposes, since they: are too specialized and hot. The
shaping of a candidate’s integral image has takenthe place of discussing conflicting ‘
points of view.” - - T o S

Americans have never q"uiée digested television. The iystique which should

fade grows stronger. We make celebrities not only of the men who cause events but |

of the men who read reports of them aloud. : -
The televised image can become as real to the housewife.as hier husband, and’

much more attractive. Hugh Downs is a better breakfast companion, Merv Grifin

cozier to snuggle with on the couch. - o

: Television, in fact; has given status to the “celebrity” which few real men

. -atrain: And-the- “celebrity” here is the one described by. Boorstin: “Neither good

nor bad, great nor pretty . . . !

satisfy our exaggerated expectations ‘of human greatness.” : i »
This is, perhaps; where the twentieth century and its pursuit of illusion have

been leading us. “In the last half-century,” Boorstin writes, “the.old heroic human-

- mold ‘has been broken. A new mold has been made, so.that marketable human

the past twelve years has been that, as technical .
The ad men were removed -

the human pseudoevent ; .. fabricated on purpose to -
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models—modem heroes —could be mass—produced to. satlsfy the market, andr_

_without any. hitches. The qualities which-now commonly make a man ot woman

into a ‘nationally advertised’ brand 4t in fact anew-category of human emptiness.”
The television celebrity isa veSsel An inoffensive container in which someone

paper. _
Television seems partlcularly useful to the pohtlclan who can be charmmg but
lacks ideas. Print is for ideas. Newspapetmen write not about: people but policies;
the paragraphs can be slid around. like blocks. Everyone is colored gray. Colum-
nists-—and commentators in the more polysyllabrc magazines—concentrate on
ideology. ‘They do not care what a man sourids like; only how he- thinks.. For the
candidate who does not, stich exposure can be embarrassmg He needs another
way to reach the people. : »
‘On television it matters less that he does not have 1deas. Hls personallty is
what the viewers want to share. He need be neither statésman not crusader, he
must only show up on time. Success and failure are easily measuted: How often is .
he invited back? Often enough and he teaches his goal—to advance from * ‘poli- )
tician” to_“celebrity,” a status jump ‘bestowed by grateful viewers who feel that h
finally they have been given the basis for making-a choice. ,
The TV candxdate, then, is.measuted not against- his ptedecessors—not
against 3 standard of performance established by two centuries of democracy—but
against Mike Douglas. How well does he handle himself? Does he mumble, does -
he twitch, does he make me laugh? Do I feel warm inside? : ,
Style becomes substance. The medium is the massage and the masseur gets.t the

 In office, too, the abllrty to pl‘O]eCt electronically is essennal We were vnllmg
to forgive John Kennedy his Bay of Pigs; we followed without question the perilous
course on which he led us when niissiles were found in.Cuba; we even tolerated
hls calling of reserves for the sake of a bluff about Berlin.
e forgave, followed, and accepted because we liked the way he looked And
he had a pretty wife. Camelot was-fun, even for ‘the peasants, as long as it was '
levised to their huts. - B
. . Then came Lyndon Johnson, heavy and gross,’ and he was forgiven nothmg
e might have survived the sniping of the displaced intellectuals had he only been
ble to- charm But no one taught him how. Johnson was syrupy He stuck to the -
lens. There was no place for him-in our culture. : -
“The success of any TV performer depends on his achlevmg a low—pressure.
tyle of presentation,” McLuhan has written. The-harder a man tries, the better he
must hide it. Télevision demands gentle- wit, irony, understatement; the qualities
of Eugéne McCaithy. The TV politician cannot make a speech; he must engage
in intimate cofVeisation. He must never press. He should suggest, not state;
request not, demand Nonchalance is the. key word Carefully studied noncha-

Warmth and srncerlty are desxrable but must be handled wrth care. Unﬁltered
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‘they canbe. fatal: Television did. great harm to Hubeit Humphrey. His excesses— than that. His proble
talking too long and too fervently; which were merely annoying in an auditorium— camera portrayed hin
ike the taste.

. became lethal.in a television studio. The performer must talk to one person at a
- time. He is brought into- the living room. He is.a guest. It is improper for him to The content of t
. shout. ‘Humphrey vomited on.the rug. ‘ S - _ content seldom does.
It would be exiremely unwise for the TV politician to_admit such knowledge -w observers at the
= s mediom, The Tiecessary nonchataree-shouie -earry-beyond-his.2 ; McLuhan read ~
tude-toward it. He should express distaste app;nea;ta{g “secti

while on the showyit shotild rule his atti :
 for television; suspicion. that there is something “phony” about it, This guarantees
‘him good press, because newspaper reporters; bitter over their loss of prestige to one clue as to the n
the television men, are certain to stress anti-television remarks. Thus, the sophis- White considers the

: t;icated'.candidaté, while analyzing: his own on-the-air technique as-carefully as a. but it never occurs
. golf pro studies his swing, will state frequently that there is p0"pla¢e for “public - atense imagé like N
‘relations gimmicks” or “those show business guys™ in his ‘campaign. Most of the - In McLuhan’s opinic

- television ‘men working for him will be unbothered by such remarks. They are " Wht the came
willing. to accept-anonymity, even scorn, as long as the pay is good. . : |
.°* " Into thismilieu came Richard Nixon; grumpy, cold, anid aloof. He would claim He made anoth '
“.% “privately that he lost elections becatise the American voter was an adolescent” world a litile piece o
" “whiom he tried to treat as an ‘adule. Perhaps: But if he treated the voter as an adult, They did not want | |

ets in American hor

e T

Ak G ety

it was as an adult he did not want fot a neighbor. - o .
RS This might have been excused had he beén a man of genuine vision. An _ He was.afraid c
“+. -explorer of the spirit. Martin Luther King, for inistance,.got by without beirig one he considéred it a g

. -of the bbys-.-_ But Richard Nixon did riot strike people that way. He had; in Richard f the game when h |
" Rovere’s: words, “an advertising man’s approach to his work,” acting as if hie ¢ half 's,u'spééted' it |
believed “policies [were]. products to be sold the public—this one today, that one _ silly. Tt offended his
tomorrow, depending on the discounts and the state of the-market.™ =~ v " So his decision
_ - S0 his enemies had him on two counts: his persomality, and:the convictions— fhim argued again
or lack of such—which lay behind. They worked him over heavily on both. to the darkest plac
- Norman Mailer remembered him as “a chutch usher, of the variety who would Graham Greene tit!
. twist a boy’s ear after removing him from church.” - . s inside had proved ]
McLuhan watched him debate Kennedy and thought he resembled “the - woild have to-lean
railway lawyer who signs leases that are ot in.the best interests of the folks in the " Agnerica still s
little town.” : - S S again, ‘as candidat

.- . -But Nixon survived, -despite his flaws, because he was tough ‘and smart, scarded figure frc

. - an¢——some said—dirty when he had to.be. Also, because there was nothing else’ * He.spoke to It

" he knew. A man to whom politics is all there is in life will almost always beat one: tability, a sense of
“to whom it is only an occupation. o o T erspective, a_mori |
", ‘He nearly became President in 1960, and that year it would not have been by His problem w |
. default. He failed because he was too-few of the things a President had to be—and ress. He knew wh
- because hehad no press to-lie for him and did not know how to use television:to’ otten. He would't |
" e about himself. o S | |

R . o o uts and smiles fic |
1t was just Nixon and John Kennedy and they sat down togetherin a television .. " Television was |

- studio and a little red light began to glow and Richard Nixon was finished. ust any kind of tel
- ¢ Television would be blamed but for all the wrong reasons. ' L elevision would b
blern went deepet . o find the proper

. They would say it was makeup and lighting, but Nixon's pro
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than that. His. problem"was'”hiﬁrs'elf;rNot'what he aid but thé man he was. The

¢amera portrayed hrm clearly. America took its Richard Nixon straight and drd not

- like the taste.- o
. The content of the programs made little drfference. -Except for startling lapses,_ .
" content seldom does. What mattered was the image the viewers recelved though

few observers at the time caught the point.

is appearance

(pressr: drstaste

oday, that one’

R
v

y-ot-voth. .

ety who would *_

'esembled “the_ _
the follcs in the - -

":McLuhan read Theodore White’s- The Making of the Preszdem book and was:
appalled at the section on the debates. “White offers : statistics on ‘the number of -
sets in American homes and the number of hours.of daily use of thése sets, but not
‘ohe clue as‘to the natiire of the TV image or. its effects on candidates or viewers.

. White consrders the ‘content’ of the debates and the deportment of the-debaters,
but it never occurs.to him to ask.why TV would inevitably be a disaster for a sharp .
. intense image like leons and a boon for the blurry; shaggy texture of Kennedy.”

In McLuhan’s . oprmon' “Without TV, Nixon had-it made.” = :
* What the camera showed vwas Richard erons hunger. l-le lost and brtter,

confused he blamed it on his beard. .
He made another, lesser thrust i in 1962, and that farled too. He showed the )

world a: httle piece of his heart the morhing  after and then he moved East to brood.

. ‘They did not want hrm, the hell wrth them. He was gomg to ‘Wall Street. and get ) i

rich. !
“He was afraid of televrsron. ‘He knew his: soul was hard to fmd Beyond that,

he consrdered it a gimmick; its use in politics offended him. It had not.been. part . . - )

of the game when he had leamed toplay, he‘could see no reason to bring itin now. "
He half suspected it was an eastern liberal- trick: one mote way to make him took

. _srlly It offended his sense of dignity; one of the.truest senseshe had.

So his decision to use it to become Presrdent in 1968 was. not easy. So much

-~ of him argued against it. But in his Wall Street years, Richard Nixon had traveled

to the darkest places msrde himself and come back numbed. He was, as in the .
Graham Greene title, a burnt-out case. All feelmg was behind hrm, the machine

"inside had proved his hardiest part. He would run:for President again. and if he, :
' would ‘have to learn televrsron to tun well; then *he would learn it.

"America still saw him ‘as the- 1960 Nixon. If he were to come at the people .

‘again, as candidate, it would have to be as somethmg new; not thxs scarred,

discarded figure from their past.
He spoke to men who thought him: mellowed They detected growth anew -
stabrhty, a sense of direction that had been lackmg He would return with fresh

-perspecttve, a more unselfish urgericy.

- ‘His problem was how to let the nation know. He could not do it through the
'press. He knew ‘what to expect.from thein, which was the same as he had always
gotten. He would have to circumvent them. Distract them with coffee and dough— .

‘nuts atld ‘stiles from his staff and tell his story. another way.

" Teleyision was the only answer, despite its sins against him in the past.. But not
,Just an'ykr‘nd of television. An uncommitted camera could doirreparable harm. His -
-telq\v;sion would have to be controlled. He would need experts. They would have
‘to" ﬁnd the proper settings-for him, or-if they could not be found, manufacture
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thein. These wouild have to be men of keen judgment and flawless taste. He was,
after all, Richard Nixen,-and-there were ‘certain things he could not do. Wearing
_love beads was one. He would need men of dignity. Who' believed in him and
shared his vision. But more importaritly; men who knew. television as a weapon:

—~from-breadest.coneept-to-most technical detail. This would be Rxchard Nixon, the -
leader, retummg from exile. Perhaps not beloved, but respected Firm but not. .
: sxonate. Wlth ﬂashes oﬂ warmth 5] aced evenly 'throu hout. &

about it. Ror

a pro write {
Treleave

be helped gr

- that will sho
'RFK talkmg }

ject: ...

J

" Nixon gathered about hlmself a group of younig men attuned to the’ polmcal o

. uses of television. They amved at his s1de by dlfferent routes. One, Wllllam Gavm
: 'f was a thlrty—one—year—old glish te: ;- , gode

does not really feel.
'lost that is vhy

polmcrans, mstead ofa glamorboy tech‘ que, iristead of safety, be bold. Why not' B
.. have live press- conferences a$ your campaign on telc:vxslon7 People will see you
-daring all, asking and : answermg questions from: reportéts, and not su'nply answer-_
.ing phony “questions” made up by your staff. This would be dynamic; it would bev

daring. Instead of the medlum using you, you would be using the medium: Goon

“ “live” and-risk all. It is the-only way to-convince people of thie truth: that you are

" beyond .thetoric, that you can face reality; unlike your opponents, who will rely.

_ on public relations. Television hurt 'you because you were not yourself; it didn't
hart the “real” Nixon, The real Nixon ¢an revolutionize the use of television by - - -
dynamically going “live” and answering. everythmg, the loaded and the unloaded

. question. Invité  your opponents to.this kind of a.debate. .. - :
- . Good luck, and I know you can win i you see’ yourself for what you are; a
B man who had been beaten, humlllated hated l)ut who can. stlll see the truth

X was recewed arid hiréd. hitn.”

i Y William! Gavin was. brought to the’ Whrte House as:a speech wnter m']anuary

. of 1969. : e .
Harry Treleaven, htred as creauve dn‘ecto f advertlsmg in the fall of 1967

One was -his lack of humor.

: recelves. It’s

~And this imj

* out firmly.in
-identified wit

B A'A leon staff member had lunch thh Gavin a'couple of tlmes after the letter
* experiment;
el 1mmed1ately went to work on: the ; miore serious of Nixon's personahty problems.’ :

'effect on, the
received. An

' “Can be corrected toa degree,” Treleaven wrote, “but let’s not be too obvnous
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about it. Romney’s cornball.attempts have hurt him. If we're going o be witty; let
a pro write the words.” T : :

. Treleaven also worried about Nixon’s lack of. warmth, but decided that “he can
e helped greatly in this respect.by. how he.is handled. . . -Give him words to say -
thiat will show his emotional involvement in the issues. . . . Buchanan wrote about -

-RFK talking about the' starving children in ‘Recife.. That's w
lecti .- .o - _— . L ’ s ’ . » t ’ :,: P ‘ - ! R
) “He should be.presented in some kind of ‘situation’ rather -than cold in a
studio. Thesituition shiould look-unstaged even if it’s not.”.. -
7" "Some of the most effective ideas belonged to Raymond K. Price,
: edi;oiiall'wﬁteg_jfotl the New York Herald Tribune, who becamme Nixon’s best and'ti\ost
prominent speech writer in- the «campaign.. Price latet ¢omposed much of ‘the’
inaugural address: = - s - : ST

Teason is to support” prejudice, -not to arrive ‘at opinions.” Whlch led to the':
coniclusion that' rational arguments would “only be.effective if: we »cz{n‘ et-the
-people. to make the emotional leap, or-what theologians call [the] ‘leap of faith.””

-~ Price’ suggested attacking - the “personal factors”. ratherthan'the “historica
“factors” which-were-the basis of the low opinion so many people had of Richard -

. “These tend:to be more ‘a'gut reaction,” Price wrote, “unarficulated, o
anglytical, a product 'of .t_hgp,ar_ti'cular__éhémisi;ty_'bet-Weér_-_l the-voter ‘ai

. of the candidate. Wz have to be'very clear on this point: that the vesponse is to'the image,
not to the man. ... Tt's not what's there that counts, it's what's projected—and
cartying it one step further, it’s not what he projects- but-rather what.the voter -
receives. It’s not the man we have to change, -but rather the received impression.
And this impression often depends more on the medium and its use than it does
on the candidate himself™ S .
So there would not have to be a “new Nixon.” Simply a new approach to

television. - ' R S S

" “What, then, does this mean in terms of our uses of time and of media?” Price
wrote. o

““For one thing, it méans investing whatever time RN needs in order to.work -

out ly in his own mind that vision of- the nati‘ori_"s" futu_rg, that he wants to be

dentified with, This is crucial.....”"

. So, at the-age of fifty-four, after t‘wént_y ye:'a,f's in public life, Richard Nix‘on was
still-felt by his own staff to be in need of time to-“woik out firmly in his own mind - B

‘that:vision of the fiation’s. futuré that he wants to be identified with,”". "

- “Secondly,” Price wrote, “it suggests. that we take the tinie and thé money o . -
--experiment, in a controlled manner, with filin. and television’ techniques, with’

that can Ele‘sl:~~ convey the image we want to get across. . . . » T
.- “The TV medium itself introduces an element of distortion, in terms.of its. -

particular gfi:ﬂbhagis.oh"pihpoinﬁng_ thosé controlled uses of the television medium -

3 effe@it on the candidate and of the often subliminal ways in which the image s
received. And it inevitably is going to convey a partial image—thus ours is the task

.

a former -

rlelt [T

. +In 19617, he began with the ass'urii‘p.ti‘on ;ljaé, “The :hétqraf‘- human use of , '-; :

d the image *
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of ﬁndmg how to- control 1ts use so the part that gets across is the part we want
ta have gOLLEN"ACKOSS. + . o .- - e .

<o “Yotersrare-basically- lazy, basmally unmterested in makmg an effort to under-

-stand what we’re talking about . . .,” Price wrote. “Reason requires a high degree.

... ofdiscipline, of concentration; impression is easier. Reason, pushes the viewer back,

" it assaults’ him, it demands that he agree or disagree; impression can envelop hlm,

“invite him in, wtthout makmg an intellectual demand. .. . When we argue with

and.for most people- this-is-the most-difficult work ‘of all: The emiotions are more
'easlly roused, ¢loser to. the surface, moremalleable. e :
: So, for the New Hampshu‘e primary, Pnce recommended saturatlon W1th "a
~ film, jn whrch the candidate can be shown better than he can be shown in person--
.. ;‘because it can be- edited, so only ‘the best moments are shown, then a qurck
o 'paradmg of the. candrdate in the flesh s 50 “that - the guy they've gotten mtlmately
t-:acquamted with on the screen takes on a hvmg presence——not sayrng anythmg
Justbemgseen....-'-. . : :
< "[leon] has to come across as. a person larger than lrfe, the stuﬁ’ of legend

“So let’s not- be afrald of telewsron gunmlcks een get the voters to hke the guy
' and the battles two-thirds. won.” e
"~ - S this was how they went into ik: _Trymg, Wlth one hand to bunld the rlluslon

“the- words of Patnck] Buchanan, a speech writer,: “communicating ‘with- the

people . . . one. of the great joysof: seekmg the Presidency”; while with the other

, 'they shielded h1m, controlled him, and.controlled: the annosphere around -him. It

“was as if they were building not a- President but an- Astrodome, where the wind -

‘would never blow, the temperature never rise of fall and the ball never bounce
erratically on the artificial grass.

They could do this, and succeed, because of the specral nature of the man.

shelter. Somiething which craved regulatron, which flourished best in the darkness,

" could breathe freely only insidé a-hotel:suite that-cost-a hundred dollars-a day.
And it-worked. As he moved serenely through his primary’ campaign, there

- heart. Andy a new image ‘of him on the telévision screen. -

--'medrum hie'had feared, he went about his other tasks’ w1th assurance. The one fed

» ' : 'convention bégan and he emerged from hls regal isolation, travehng to:Miami not
.80, much to be normnated as coronated On Tive; but controlled, TV.

-
N,

IR ¥

- .,_.mmwe"eman thvat liewake the efforto FTep YiTig. We Seek 'to“eﬁ'ga'g"e“ 15 mtell ect,.

. -that Rxchafd Nison, in #ddition €6 his attributes of mmd ‘and heart consrdered in

There was, apparently, something in Richard Nixon's character which sought: this i

- behind clichés, behind phalanxes of antiseptic advisers. Some part of him that- -

was hew cadenice-to Richard Nixons speech and motion; new conﬁdence inhis

. TV hoth’ reﬂected and contnbuted to his strength Because he was winning. he! e
_.. looked ike a wiriner on the screen. Becausé he was suddenly pro;ecnng wellonthe

- -upon the’ other, burldmg to- an’ astomshmg peak in August ‘as the Republican’
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S ' The entrance of the professnonal pubhc relatlons personinto, poll- .

- tics, the extensive use of television-to“sell” the'candidate; all-of which began
_in 1952, has changed the Tandscipe of presidential politics. The advertising

of presudentlal candldates has changed little over the years, because their
: _ally ‘take: the same approach ,to the campalgn

ublic po |cy"'jstances-.- 'Joe-
1its Most cymcal formin’

George Bush’s advnsers
coddler of crlmlnals

2rthings . Repubhcan vnce-presndentlal candldate
Dan’ Quayle s character. flaws: The following selection presents the 1988 -

campaign in a different light as-the author argues contrary to most analysts '

‘thatthe campalgn wasreally about i lmportant publlc issues.

S
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